
he may have �shed from as many as 500 
lodges, tent camps, and motherships over 
the years, and he still loves the experience, 
though he does like to mix things up a bit 
these days with what he calls �shing-plus 
trips that involve activities other than 
�shing and, like as not, something a bit 
outlandish. Read on . . .

There is nothing quite like a �shing-
only trip—that is, a packaged 
experience devoted entirely to 

�shing. But there is de�nitely something 
to be said for a more loosely organized 
experience that mixes �shing with spouse- 
and/or friend-oriented activities. Such 
trips are getting easier to put together 
these days, thanks to the proliferation 
of vacation rental properties and the 
emergence of individuals who know 
how to create custom activity packages 
incorporating �shing. Witness the 11-day 

trip I enjoyed last month with my wife 
and a friend, Jerry Gibbs, longtime �shing 
editor of Outdoor Life. Jerry and I worked 
together at Outdoor Life when it was still 
a force in outdoor publishing, boasting 
a circulation of 1.7 million. Jerry also 
brought his wife along on the trip.

Our entire trip, including a car 
rental, all meals, 11 days lodging in a 
vacation rental property, six days of 
guided fishing, and airport meet-and-
greet, was put together for us by Willie 
Gibson of Landrail Point Settlement on 
the northwestern end of Crooked Island. 
Willie has been putting trips together for 
visiting anglers for many years, and she 
is good at it. Owning her own restaurant 
helps, but so does knowing and having the 
respect of all the local guides and other 
service providers.  

In all, the cost of the 11-day trip she 
put together for us ran about $4,750 per 
couple, not counting tips and Kaliks, the 
local beer. Of course, that also does not 
include an obligatory overnight stay in 
Nassau on the way in, plus the airfare to 
and from Crooked Island for two persons, 
around $800 per couple. That put our 
total bill from arrival in Nassau at around 
$5,550 per couple, or about $250 per 
person per day. 

Mind you, moderate cost was not the 
overriding reason Jerry and I chose to go 
on a �shing-plus trip. We both wanted to 
involve our wives in a trip for a change, 
and we wanted down time together to just 
sit and talk, sleep late occasionally, make 
jokes about driving on the wrong side of 
the road, and get to know the local people 
on Crooked Island. I also wanted time on 
this trip to play around with an in�atable 
standup paddleboard loaned to me by 
Badfish (www.badfishsup.com). Those 
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latter two activities turned out be major 
sources of pleasure and reward, by the 
way. More on them in a moment.

First, a word about the fishing. 
Crooked Island is a bit of a sleeper place 
to go �shing in the Bahamas, as it is one of 
the few spots in the Caribbean that offers 
a decent chance at a permit and a tarpon 
after you have caught your bonefish. 
Two advanced anglers who turned up 
while we were there were on their �fth 
trip to Crooked Island, largely because 
of the chance to chase species other than 
bone�sh. The same was true of a group of 
British anglers who were attracted by the 
varied �shing, as well as the chance to stay 
together as a group in a vacation rental 
property, taking all their meals at Willie’s 
restaurant, where the whole mob of us 
got together twice a day. The din in the 
evenings was amazing. The appearance 
at the table of a few tourists cruising the 
Caribbean enlivened the conversation on 
several nights. 

But back to the fishing. The five 
days Jerry and I �shed together we had 
numerous opportunities at permit, some 
of them in the 30-pound class, all of 
them characteristically reluctant to take 
our �ies. I personally caught a couple of 
small tarpon and (surprise!) a snook that 
lunged out of the bushes to take a Clouser. 
We, course, caught bone�sh galore. On 
his top day, Jerry caught 11 bones. Our 
guides (Randy and Jeffrey) were both 
professionals who know how to put clients 
on �sh. They also listened and reacted 
to stated personal preferences, such as 
lowering the panic level and the amount 
of instruction when spotting a �sh. As for 
the other two days of �shing, Jerry and I 
separately treated our wives to a day on 
the flats devoted to catching whatever 
came along on whatever worked best, 
including bait. Both wives loved the day, 
including my own, who let me wander off 
alone most of the day on my new toy, a 
Bad�sher Standup Paddleboard, while she 
caught a remarkable number and variety of 
snapper and other �sh.

This is not the right place to go 
deeply into my experience with the 
Bad�sher, but I will note I’m convinced 
that standup paddleboards have a future 
in �ats �shing beyond what Mangrove 

Cay Club on Andros Island (www.
mangrovecayclub.com) is using them 
for—namely, as platforms to access 
remote �ats that are not readily �shable 
from a skiff. I gave the Bad�sher a try 
on Crooked Island in a backcountry area 
reachable only on foot after a long skiff 
ride and then (because the bottom was 
soft) �shable only from a paddleboard. 
I took my �rst board-caught �sh there 
(a small tarpon!) and had a breathtaking 
encounter with two permit that swam 
almost under my board. On another 
occasion, I gave the board a try on 
two wadable flats and struck out on 
bone�shing only because I was not able 
to react quickly enough to cast to sighted 
�sh. With practice and with some changes 
in the anchoring system of the board, I am 
sure I can catch �sh on wadable and un-
wadable �ats alike. 

The use of in�atable paddleboards 
by DIY �shermen is sure to grow, I think, 
not just because they put you well above 
the water where you can see �sh while 
also making it easier to traverse �ats, but 
also because you can bring them along 
as checked baggage on trips involving 
plane rides. The Bad�sher weighs only 
42 pounds and is well under the size 
limitation of 62 linear inches with the 
pump and paddle included in the carrying 
case. American Eagle and BahamasAir 
did not even question my checking the 
Bad�sher on my �ights from Miami to 
Nassau and from Nassau to Spring Point.

This does not mean I think 
paddleboards are for DIY anglers only. 
Quite the contrary. I think paddleboards 
such as the Bad�sher will realize their 
greatest use when guides begin to get 
comfortable with the idea of booked 
clients using them as aids to wade �shing, 
not as a threat to their business. After all, 
how do you get to a good �at that hasn’t 
been over-waded by DIY anglers unless a 
guide takes you there and sets you up for 
a downwind �oat? Paddleboards, in case 
you have not tried one, are not good for 
traveling long distances or for paddling 
against the wind. Currently, most guides 
have no problem allowing a client to spend 
part of his day wade �shing, and I think 
most will come around to allowing them 
to do that “wading” with a paddleboard. 

http://www.mangrovecayclub.com
http://www.mangrovecayclub.com
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Importantly, most flats are not really 
wadable on foot anyway because they are 
either too soft, too deep, or so full of holes 
and hills you spend most of your time 
stumbling around, making too much noise 
to see anything at all.

G u i d e s  w h o  wo r r y  a b o u t 
paddleboards putting them out of business 
need to be aware that most of their clients 
are not going to catch many �sh on their 
own. Yes, they will catch more with a 
paddleboard than they will on foot, but 
the dif�culty of spotting �sh and then 
casting to them from a moving board are 
going to send most of them scurrying 
back to the boat after a while, eager to 
have �sh pointed out to them again. The 
desire clients have to go wade �shing, I 
think, with or without a paddleboard, is 
not rooted in their desire to get out of the 
boat and do some rough walking around; 
it’s grounded in a desire to restore a 
connection between their own efforts and 
the landing of a �sh. The root problem, 
in my view, is a sort of helicopter-
parenting of the client that takes place in 
many �ats skiffs as guides over-instruct 

and over-direct their clients, even those 
with years of experience and a desire to 
feel more in control. The really smart 
guides, I think, size up their clients like 
good retail salespeople who sense just 
the right distance to maintain from their 
customers as they shop. The hunger that 
�ats client have for more control over the 
fishing experience was made apparent 
to me many years ago when a fellow 
lodge client who shall remain nameless 
could simply not stop crowing with pride 
about a �sh he caught on his own while 
his guide was attending to a problem 
with his outboard engine. It was not the 
biggest �sh of the day; it was the �sh he 
caught and felt a powerful connection to. 
This hunger on the part of �ats clients for 
more connection is real, in my view. The 
knowledgeable guide who realizes this and 
subtly modi�es his behavior accordingly is 
sure to win a following. 

Paddleboarding and philosophy aside, 
the other things we all enjoyed about our 
recent trip was the access we had to the 
local people and the sense of place we all 
came away with. None of us is going to 

soon forget the blizzard of small yellow 
butter�ies that erupted one afternoon as 
we lounged under a gazebo overlooking 
the ocean. It was unlike anything I have 
ever seen in this hemisphere, and we 
noticed it, I’m sure, because we were on 
a �shing-plus trip with lots of down time. 

This is not by any means to suggest 
that Landrail Point Settlement is a 
beautiful spot. The wreckage and debris 
from Hurricane Joaquin is still much 
in evidence almost everywhere, and its 
impact on the residents is still very much 
in their memory. The vacation rental 
property where we stayed still had a hole 
in the ceiling leading to an attic where 
more than a dozen people, at the height of 
the storm, huddled in terror as the water 
crept higher and higher. At one point, they 
were on the verge of chopping a hole in 
the roof to keep from drowning. The road 
in front of the property where we stayed 
was covered in 12 feet of �owing water at 
one point, we were told. 

When the storm subsided, the 
island had been cut in two by the storm. 
Residents wanting to check on friends 
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and family had to wade through chest-
deep water. Thankfully, no one died in 
the storm, we were told, but the situation 
afterward was dire. Relief, when it came, 
was not from the United States, by the 
way, but from Britain, which sent in a 
helicopter to airlift the injured and bring in 
supplies. The other nation that responded 
was China, which helped refloat large 
shipping vessels. Apparently, we did 
nothing at all for Crooked Island while 
spending $40 billion on Puerto Rico, 
making everyone there unhappy in the 
process. Go �gure.

At this writing, Pittstown Point Lodge 
on Crooked Island (bookable through 
most major agents) in being renovated 
and expanded by the addition of a marina 
capable of handling offshore boats. If 
you want to �sh Crooked Island from a 
traditional lodge, this is your place, though 
it currently looks and feels a bit like what 
it is, a major construction site. Enjoy!—
Don Causey.

Postscript: If you want to arrange a 
trip through Willie Gibson you can 
reach her at 242-478-1016. E-mail: 
chillywilliegibson@yahoo.com. Willie 
says she can arrange to have any kind 
of foodstuffs delivered ahead of time by 
mail boat if you want to do your own 
cooking and don’t want to rely on what 
is available in local stores. Food supplies, 
including fresh vegetables and some 
fruits, were in good supply during our 
stay on Crooked Island, but it is anyone’s 
guess if that will be the case when you 
arrive. One thorny issue I have not been 
able to sort out is the lack of insurance 
on the rental cars available on Crooked 
Island. I am still looking into this matter 
and will report back on what I �nd out. 
Major international car rental �rms that 
offer insurance operate on Nassau, but 
not on the Out Islands where they are 
needed most. The concern here centers on 
the fact that you have to drive on the left 
side of the road in the Bahamas, which is 

problematic for US drivers. Also, many of 
the roads on Crooked Island and other Out 
Islands do not have shoulders. In places, 
the drop-off is sharp and deep enough to 
cause a loss of control. Add the occasional 
presence of large construction vehicles on 
Out Island roads and you have a recipe for 
trouble. Vince Tobia of Cattarragus Creek 
Out�tters (http://www.cco�y�shing.com/
diybone�shinghomepage.html), who has 
rented hundreds of cars over the years 
to DIY �shing clients in the Bahamas, 
tells us there are insurance options on 
Eleuthera, but he has not found any 
service elsewhere in the Out Islands. To 
date, he says, he has never had a client get 
involved in an accident, and he thinks the 
likelihood is low because of light traf�c 
in the Out Islands. Personally, I am not 
comfortable with the risk of driving an 
uninsured automobile. More details on 
this as I get them. Let me know if you can 
shed additional light on the issue. Write: 
doncausey@msn.com.

Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments

Brie�y Noted

 You have probably heard that the 
Trump administration has tightened the 
screws on travel to Cuba by banning 
cruises there, as well as trips via private 
airplane and boat. So, what about �y 
fishing trips with Avalon and other 
operators? The answer to that question 
is complicated and much is still being 
learned at this point, but here is what we 
do know:

According to  the  Treasury 
Department’s official notice, “The 
Department of the Treasury’s Office 
of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) is 
amending the Cuban Assets Control 
Regulations to implement portions of 
the President’s foreign policy toward 
Cuba. This amendment removes an 
authorization for group people-to-
people educational travel, but provides a 
‘grandfathering’ provision to authorize 
cer ta in  group people- to-people 
educational travel that previously was 
authorized where the traveler has already 
completed at least one travel-related 
transaction (such as purchasing a �ight 

or reserving accommodation) prior to 
June 5, 2019.” 

Since the Treasury Department 
made its announcement, many out�tters 
and operators have been scrambling 
to find out what it all means. When 
we reached out to Jim Klug of Yellow 
Dog Fly Fishing, he said, “Moving 
forward, there may continue to be 
legal ways to travel to Cuba. We are 
exploring those options, looking at all 
possibilities, and engaging the services 
of the most knowledgeable attorneys that 
specialize in OFAC laws and regulations. 
We will only book trips and handle 
itineraries that are 100 percent legal, 
above-board and in compliance with 
OFAC regulations and US laws. That is 
Yellow Dog’s position, and that is the 
way that we do things. As the situation 
continues to develop, we will have more 
information for our existing customers as 
well as those anglers interested in �shing 
Cuba in the future.” (More at https://
www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/regions/
�y-�shing-cuba/)

Other outfitters, such as Orvis, 
have ceased all of their operations in 
Cuba. Andrew Pierce of Orvis told us, 
“Orvis is no longer booking trips to 
Cuba as of June 4, 2019. According to 
the statement released by OFAC, anyone 
that has completed at least one travel-
related transaction (�ight or reserving 
accommodation) prior to June 5, 2019, 
will be grandfathered in; at least that 
is how we understand it as of now. Of 
course, Orvis has only ever booked 100 
percent legally compliant trips, so, at 
this point, we are stopping any further 
trips to Cuba.” That’s because Orvis has 
previously booked its trips through the 
“people-to-people” category, but what 
about other non-US out�tters?

When we reached out to Cuba’s 
largest outfitter, Avalon (https://
cubanfishingcenters.com/),  their 
representative, Filippo Invernizzi, 
told me he believes the changes will 
not affect Avalon’s ability to conduct 
lawful bookings to Cuba for US citizens 
because they offer their trips through a 

http://www.ccoflyfishing.com/diybonefishinghomepage.html
http://www.ccoflyfishing.com/diybonefishinghomepage.html
https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/regions/fly-fishing-cuba/
https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/regions/fly-fishing-cuba/
https://www.yellowdogflyfishing.com/regions/fly-fishing-cuba/
https://cubanfishingcenters.com/
https://cubanfishingcenters.com/
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category of legal travel (“workshops, 
clinics, and public performances”) that 
was not affected by the recent changes.

At this point, the grandfathered trips 
seem to be the last batch of legal trips for 
many of the US-based out�tters. Yellow 
Dog says that they have something over 
100 clients booked on grandfathered 
trips, and much like Orvis, they will 
be halting future bookings until further 
notice. 

It is worth noting, that the people-
to-people trips were the most prominent 
form of travel to Cuba from the 
United States, and these changes are 
estimated to have affected some 800,000 
people just in the form of cruise ship 
passengers. There will no doubt be large 
consequences to the local economy, as 
hundreds of thousands more will now 
not be traveling to Cuba in the months to 
come. It remains to be seen if operators 
will be able to change their licenses to 
another grouping such as “Support for 
the Cuban People” or some other legal 
categorization.

I t  appears that  the current 
administrat ion is  at tempting to 
cripple the newly found US tourism 
market in Cuba by cracking down on 
what it believes to be unessential or 
vacation-based travel to Cuba. Aside 
from clamping down on cruise ships, 
private aircraft, and boat travel, the 
announcement also highlighted the new 
term “veiled tourism,” which could 
point to the department’s intention to 
eliminate both vacation tourism and 
tourism that is supposed to be bene�cial 
travel but that holds no real value to 
the participants and the island nation. 
We can only hope, for the sake of its 
people and its natural resources, that 
trips categorized under “workshops” 
with a conservation basis hold up to 
further scrutiny by this administration. 
It is entirely possible that our little trips 
around the Cuban coastline will go 
unnoticed and unaffected, but only time 
will tell.

On the face of it, the rule change has 
left most categories of travel (journalistic 
act ivi ty,  educat ional  act ivi t ies , 
humanitarian activities, workshops, etc.) 
unscathed, and in the past all sorts of 

programs have been put together around 
these categories, but it remains to be seen 
if/when US-based companies like Yellow 
Dog will �nd new legal ways to send 
clients to Cuba, or if there will be further 
policy changes made that eliminate 
travel completely. We, of course, will 
keep you updated on this situation as it 
develops. —Seth Fields, Editor

• • • • • •
 By now, many of you have likely 

heard about the horrific death of 
American cardiologist and Virginia Tech 
associate professor Dr. Gary Swank of 
Roanoke, Virginia, while �shing in San 
Pedro, Belize, near Ambergris Caye. 
The doctor and his guide, Mario Graniel, 
were gunned down in a lagoon outside of 
San Pedro while �shing.

Both men were shot multiple times 
by someone aboard what is believed to 
have been a dark-colored skiff, sometime 
between 10 a.m. and 12 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 23. While Graniel was found dead 
in the cockpit of the boat, Swank was 
found nearby �oating facedown in the 
water with four bullet wounds.

Early reports state that Graniel had 
been targeted the night before at his 
home, but having survived the attack 
decided to keep his scheduled �shing trip 
the next morning with Dr. Swank. There 
is speculation about a dispute between 
Graniel and a local gang member, but no 

details are known at this time. What we 
do know is that these appalling events 
are linked to a much bigger problem.

While Swank is the first fly 
�sherman that we know of to succumb 
to such violence, Belize is currently 
battling a nationwide epidemic of gang 
and gun violence. In fact, the country 
was recently labeled fourth in per capita 
global murder rates, and in January of 
2019, the US Department of State’s 
Bureau of Consular Affairs raised the 
travel advisory from level 1 to level 
2, encouraging potential travelers to 
exercise increased caution. It states that 
“violent crime—such as sexual assault, 
home invasions, armed robberies, and 
murder—are common even during 
daylight hours and in tourist areas. A 
signi�cant portion of violent crime is 
gang-related. Due to high crime travelers 
are advised to exercise caution while 
traveling to the south side of Belize 
City. Local police lack the resources and 
training to respond effectively to serious 
criminal incidents. Most crimes remain 
unresolved and unprosecuted.” But the 
violence is not limited to Belize City, as 
we see from the tragic events near San 
Pedro. This is the second death of a US 
tourist in the Ambergris Caye region in 
two years.

The Overseas Security Advisory 
Council’s (OSAC) website posted a 

Mario Graniel and Dr. Gary Swank were both shot and 
killed while �shing near San Pedro.
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statement in regard to traveling to Belize 
in 2019: “There is no indication that 
criminals actively target US citizens 
in Belize. Tourists and expatriates 
residing in Belize are more susceptible 
to incidents of crime due to perceived 
wealth, particularly when not exhibiting 
robust personal security practices and 
situational awareness. Major crimes 
continue to shift from being concentrated 
in the high-population area of Belize 
City to districts in the north, west, and 
south of Belize, as reported in 2018. 

“Those who practice good personal 
security are less likely to be impacted. 
Criminal acts, including extremely 
violent acts, occur in all areas of Belize.

“Notable murders of US citizens 
occurred in 2018. The police are actively 
investigating; however, all murders in 
recent years remain unsolved.”

Many anglers feel a strong 
connection to Belize and its lodges and 
people, and for good reason, but the 
skyrocketing murder rate and the police 
force’s inability to prevent or solve these 
murders is getting harder to ignore, 
especially in light of the recent events. 

There is no evidence suggesting that �y 
�shermen are being targeted directly, 
however.

For now, crime rates remain lowest 
in the more remote areas and islands 
where gang activity is least likely, 
and booking trips with trusted and 
vetted outfitters and lodges is highly 
recommended. In a recent statement 
about these events, Jim Klug of Yellow 
Dog said this: “While tragic, this is an 
isolated incident that appears to have 
stemmed from personal issues that 
the tour guide had with some nasty 
individuals. For anglers, this situation 
reiterates the importance of booking a 
trip with a known, vetted and established 
guide, outfitter or lodge. All of the 
operations that we work with in Belize 
are 100% committed to the safety of 
our customers, and we feel completely 
con�dent that our clients are in good 
hands with the Belizean guides that we 
know and endorse.” 

Travelers to Belize or any other 
high-crime nations in Central America 
should always exercise caution, 
especially in bigger cities. For the safest 

experience possible, time in cities should 
be kept at a minimum or avoided all 
together if possible.

Dr. Swank’s death and the escalating 
crime wave in Belize weigh heavily on 
us at the time of this writing. We did not 
have the good fortune of knowing the 
doctor personally, but he was a member 
of our angling community, and our 
hearts go out to his family. Stay safe 
anglers. Stay safe, anglers. 
Postscript: Global Rescue, the medical 
and security evacuation provider, 
agreed at press time to make its entire 
Destination Report on Belize available to 
Angling Report subscribers. To access it, 
click on the URL below. This report, and 
hundreds more on countries around the 
world, are produced in-house at Global 
Rescue to serve the security needs of its 
paid members. No government entity 
or corporate interest has input to these 
reports. You can read reports like this 
on an ongoing basis by becoming a 
Global Rescue member. You can do 
so at: www.globalrescue.com. The 
Belize report is available for a limited 
time at: https://www.anglingreport.

The Best of New Zealand 
Fly Fishing

For over 25 years, we have specialized exclusively in New 
Zealand �shing and travel. Fly �shing is our central focus, 

but we are experts in many other activities available in New 
Zealand. 

We create exclusive �shing programs, as well as sightseeing 
and other nature-based activities. Call for a brochure or visit 

New Zealand’s most exciting �shing site.    

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland

Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail: 

info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZ�y�shing.com

https://www.anglingreport.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/BelizeDestinationReport.pdf 
http://www.fishinglodgesbritishcolumbia.com
http://www.bestofnzflyfishing.com
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com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/
BelizeDestinationReport.pdf

• • • • • •
 Angling Report Editor Emeritus and 

Founder, Don Causey, �led the following 
hush-hush report on a giant permit that 
has been taken in the Bahamas. Mum’s 
the word! 

Here at The Angling Report, we 
have worked hard over the years to 
�nd and then accurately describe great 
fisheries. In fact, helping subscribers 
make informed decisions about where 
to go fishing is more or less what 
we are all about. Simple, right? And 
straightforward? 

Actually, the provision of where-to-
go information is not a simple business 
at all. I learned that fact decades ago 
at Outdoor Life magazine when that 
periodical had a mammoth circulation 
of 1.7 million. My �rst job there, as a 
junior editor, was to head up the regional 
where-to-go sections that ostensibly let 
subscribers know their local places for 
bass fishing, deer hunting, and other 
activities, but in fact produced little 
more than lists of public hunting areas, 
large impoundments, and well-known 
rivers with seasonally adjusted how-to 
information. 

Impatient with the tried-and-true 
format of the sections, I pushed regional 
editors to be more and more speci�c in 
their where-to-go recommendations. 
I was sure that was what subscribers 
wanted, and I fought hard to get 
experienced regional editors to look 
beyond the tired, old rules they had been 
following. You probably know what 
happened. In short order, one of the most 

experienced editors went over my head 
and threatened to quit unless I backed 
off of my resource-crushing agenda. 
Didn’t I care about the resource at all? 
Didn’t I know that fully half the pleasure 
of hunting and �shing is the process 
of looking, seeking, exploring? What I 
wanted to do was just plain unethical.

T h a t  e a r l y  ex p e r i e n c e  o f 
apologizing to those �eld editors made 

an indelible impression on me. It also 
led me to leave the magazine eventually, 
as executive editor, and start my own 
business, which included founding this 
newsletter and two similar ones on big-
game hunting and wing shooting, all 
three of which focused on the delivery of 
where-to-go information. It was ethical 
where-to-go information, mind you, to a 
limited number of individuals interested 
in �shing and hunting experiences in 
areas almost impossible (or at least 
dif�cult) for large numbers of people to 
utilize.

All of this is a roundabout way 
of justifying my telling you that a 
giant permit has been taken in the 
Bahamas at Deep Water Cay Resort on 
Grand Bahama Island (https://www.
deepwatercay.com/) by Paul Vahldiek, a 
principal at Deep Water Cay. The huge 

�sh weighed 50 pounds, and it took an 
hour to land him on a 10-weight with 
a 16-pound tippet. It eclipses all of the 
other large �sh I have heard about at 
this destination, including a low-40s-
plus-pound �sh caught by Sandy Moret, 
and another of about the same size I 
personally watched David Leake catch 
back in June 2012. Leake is owner of 
Tailwaters Fly�shing Company in Dallas 
(https://tailwaters�y�shing.com/), a �y 
shop with an in-house travel department.

Obviously, the remote waters where 
Vahldiek and others have had their 
success boast a good population of 
really big permit. Not a lot of little ones, 
however. Mostly big, world-class �sh 
that Deep Water Cay pursues with the �y 
only. No bait is allowed. These waters 
in question are some distance away 
from Deep Water Cay. You’ll eat up an 
important part of your day getting there 
and back, which will give you time to 
consider that you are about to �sh waters 
that are an international treasure worthy 
of respect and protection. I am telling 
you this as an Angling Report subscriber 
only, mind you, not a town crier or 
Instagram idiot who will disrespect this 
information. Publishing this information 
sits right on the edge of an ethical chasm 
I have tried to avoid my entire career. 
Don’t push me over the edge by copying 
everyone you know with this report, 
OK?

If you want to try these waters 
yourself, google Deep Water Cay. A 
number of agent addresses will come 
up, including Tailwaters Flyfishing 
Company, Orvis Travel, and Yellow 
Dog Fly Fishing. You can also book a 

A L A S K A , A R G E N T I N A ,  BA H A M A S ,  B E L I Z E ,  B O L I V I A ,  C A N A DA ,  
C O S TA  R I C A ,  C U BA ,  C H R I S T M A S  I S L A N D ,  G U YA N A ,  M E X I C O ,  

M O N G O L I A ,  N E W  Z E L A N D , N I C A R A G UA ,  S E Y C H E L L E S ,  S L OV E N I A ,  
R U S S I A ,  A N D  OV E R  1 0 0  B U C K E T L I S T  D E S T I N AT I O N S  WO R L DW I D E

W H E R E  A R E  Y O U  F I S H I N G  N E X T ?  

T H E  A DV E N T U R E  S TA RT S  H E R E
G O  TO :  W W W. W I L D O N T H E F LY. C O M   O R  C A L L  ( 8 0 0 )  5 4 3 - 0 2 8 2

https://www.anglingreport.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/BelizeDestinationReport.pdf 
https://www.anglingreport.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/BelizeDestinationReport.pdf 
https://www.deepwatercay.com/
https://www.deepwatercay.com/
https://tailwatersflyfishing.com/
http://www.wildonthefly.com
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of a �y-�shing lodge in Alaska, Smith 
books a lot of traditional peacock bass 
anglers, perhaps more than anyone else 
in the world. His push this year to get 
all of his peacock bass anglers to use 
single-hook lures, both of the topwater 
variety and the underwater variety, is 
sure to generate interest. By single hook, 
of course, I mean one hook in each of 
the one to three places treble hooks are 
currently used. 

It is not irrelevant by any means 

that Smith books peacock trips for River 
Plate Anglers, the largest and most 
sophisticated peacock bass operator in 
the Amazon. The single-hook initiative, 
Smith admits, originated with company 
owner Luis Brown, who has been 
looking into ways to conserve the big-
�sh stocks in all his rivers. Brown was 
among the �rst to push his guides to 
release �sh into shallow, protected areas 
instead of open water where dolphins 
were able to pick them off. He and Smith 
have also both begun to push guides hard 
to hold �sh horizontally, not vertically, 
for photos and to get them back in the 
water as soon as possible. The latter 
is particularly important, Smith says, 
likening the plight of a hooked �sh held 
up for a photo to a marathon runner 
grabbed by a bystander at the �nish line 
and pushed head�rst into a swimming 
pool before he can catch his breath.

Smith says the River Plate treble 

hook initiative began after River Plate 
asked all guides to report any dead 
peacocks they saw and to examine the 
carcasses for signs of injury. “It turned 
out a lot of them showed evidence 
of treble-hook damage. It’s unclear 
whether the tissue damage itself caused 
the mortality or whether the damage 
indicates it took the guide longer than 
usual to unhook the �sh, causing it to 
suffocate. Either way, mounting an effort 
to reduce the use of treble hooks was 
simply the right and sensible thing to 
do,” Smith says, noting he has already 
shipped hundreds of dollars’ worth of 
modi�ed lures to Brazil for the coming 
season. He plans to have appropriate 
single hooks and O-rings on hand in all 
camps so anglers who bring their own 
lures can switch them over to single-
hook. Importantly, he says the decision 
to modify lures will be mostly left to 
up the individual anglers this year. Only 
on one river will clients be absolutely 
required to use single-hook lures this 
year. 

Anyone disagree with easing 
toward a ban on treble hooks? These 
pages are open to all points of view 
on the matter. I will publish what you 
send, but I have to admit that it would 
please me more personally to hear 
from someone at BASS or Coastal 
Conservation Association, maybe Orvis, 
with a resounding second to my motion 
here. Write: doncausey@msn.com 
Postscript: Regarding the upcoming 
peacock bass season in Brazil, it’s worth 
noting that an American Airlines check-
in person in Miami told an angler last 
season he could not check a seven-foot 
rod case on his �ight to Manaus. AA is 
the principal carrier for anglers going 
to Brazil. Just so you know, that check-
in person was mistaken. AA’s baggage 
policy regarding fishing rods makes 
no mention of length. You can �nd the 
policy by clicking around on the AA 
website. If you plan to bring an extra-
long rod case, it might be a good idea to 
look up that policy and make a copy of 
it for your trip �le. Unfolding a piece of 
paper beats yelling and screaming by a 
long shot.

trip directly with Deep Water Cay by 
contacting Mark Weaver at mark@
deepwatercay.com, or by calling him at 
970-283-9420. Enjoy!—Don Causey 

• • • • • •
 One of the worst things we anglers 

have done over the years, in my view, 
is tolerate the use of treble hooks. Even 
if you �y �sh only or never even keep 
a �sh, I don’t think that lets you off 
the hook, so to speak. You’ve likely 
still agreed to live quietly in the same 
community with people who use them. 

Is that an extreme opinion? So be 
it. I think the use of treble hooks should 
be gradually outlawed, with a long-term 
goal of zero treble hooks for catch-
and-release �shing the world over. The 
reason is simple. They are not really 
necessary to catch fish, and they do 
enormous damage to �sh. Treble hooks 
are also dangerous. A �shing buddy once 
told me about hooking his father in the 
cheek with a treble hook on a backcast 
and then coming forward sharply before 
he realized anything was amiss. That 
happened when he was a kid, and the 
experience still haunts him to this day.

If you disagree with outlawing 
treble hooks, I know already what you 
are about to say, namely: lures are 
designed with treble hooks in mind. The 
way they sit in the water and the way 
they perform as you retrieve them will be 
negatively impacted. Hookup rates will 
plummet. Anglers will quit �shing. The 
sun will never come up again. 

Phooey on all that. If lures were 
designed for treble hooks, they can be 
redesigned for single hooks. There is no 
reason whatsoever for hookup rates to 
plummet if treble hooks are gradually 
outlawed. Admittedly, they might decline 
slightly on some species, but the cost/
bene�t ratio is one I personally can live 
with. I think all anglers should agree to 
live with it, too. 

Thankfully, treble hooks are �nally 
coming under some serious pressure, as 
witness the steps J. W. Smith of Rod and 
Gun Resources (https://rodgunresources.
com/) is taking this year with the 
peacock bass �shing clients he books 
for River Plate Anglers in Brazil. A �y 
�sherman himself and onetime owner 

These lures have been changed to 
accommodate single hooks instead of 

treble hooks.

https://rodgunresources.com/
https://rodgunresources.com/
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On the Radar
Angling Report subscribers are always looking for new opportunities and waters to explore.  In this section, we will provide you with details for new and expanded 
operations that are popping up on the international and domestic radar.

In recent years, South America 
has  dominated the  a i rwaves 
of warmwater fishing, likely a 

re�ection of well-respected operations 
such as Nomadic Waters, Untamed 
Angling, the new Rewa Eco-Lodge, 
and the Golden Dorado River Cruiser 
to name a few. But many of the beefy 
South American species that we love 
are spread all across the continent, 
and in terms of waters, we have barely 
even scratched the surface of what’s 
available. That, in my opinion, is the 
driving force of South America; there 
is so much water to explore.

Colombia is a country that we 
have not heard much about in recent 
years. In fact, there hasn’t been 
a single report from Colombia in 
the last two years. So, here’s an 
interesting development to get the ball 
rolling.

Enter Alberto Mejia. 
Likely the newest and youngest 

operator in all of South America, 
Alberto is the owner and operator 
of Fish Colombia (https:/ /www.
fishcolombia.com/home), and he is 
quite the entrepreneur. At the age 
of 27 Alberto has created his own 
outfit that specializes in trips of 
both the fresh and saltwater variety 

across Colombia that will likely be of 
interest to readers of this newsletter 
Here is his story.

When d id  you  s tar t  F i sh 
Colombia, and how many camps do 
you currently operate?

Fish Colombia started around 
nine years ago; not as a business, but 
with me traveling all over Colombia 
to areas that really for the most part 
had not really been �shed or explored 
at all.

I live for these adventures and I 
would post pics of these places and 
the monster fish we were catching 
both in tributaries of the Orinoco as 
well as on the pristine North Paci�c 
coast of Colombia. Right off the bat 
I had people sending me requests if I 
could take them �shing to these areas. 
So, I started taking people �shing and 
things got more and more busy and 
before I knew it while I was still in 
college my business had taken shape.

Currently we offer all inclusive 
packages to two lodges and one camp 
that we now own and operate. Two 
venues are freshwater and one is 
saltwater.

The saltwater lodge, called Punta 
Ardita Lodge, is located 37 miles 
south of tropic star and just three 

miles from the continental shelf! 
That’s the closest the continental 
shelf gets to the shore in all of central 
or South America. We are the only 
operators within a 40-mile stretch of 
pristine coastline with no �shing nets 
or large-scale commercial fishing 
present whatsoever. I like to call it 
the last frontier in sport �shing in the 
Eastern Paci�c.

Our 36-foot center consoles are 
designed and built speci�cally for �y 
casting, popping, live bait, and jigging 
with two 200 hp Suzuki outboards. 
Both boats are equipped with four-
meter casting platforms, tuna tubes, 
sonar, livewell, JL music systems, 4G 
radar, and top-of-the-line tackle.

Our �rst freshwater operation is 
called Orinoco & Awia Lodge and 
Camp. Fishing both the Orinoco and 
the Tuparro, this is a perfect mix 
between world-class wading class 
IV rapids in search of 20-plus-pound 
payara and giant sardinata on the 
Orinoco River, good cat�sh �shing, 
and excellent opportunities at catching 
multiple 10- to 22-pound peacock 
bass on a variety of �ies and lures. 
Angling opportunities also abound for 
targeting large pacu, bicuda, wolf �sh 
and matrinxa, all excellent game �sh 

https://www.fishcolombia.com/home
https://www.fishcolombia.com/home
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in their own right!

Time is spent between our lodge 
on the Orinoco River with full-size 
cabins and individual cabin-style tents 
with full-size beds. Marine toilets 
installed at each portable camp as 
well as meals designed and served 
by chefs means having the bene�ts 
of camping in the most remote and 
virgin corner of the northern Orinoco 
basin, without sacri�cing any comfort 
of a �xed lodge. 

Finally, our third operation is 
Caño Bocon camp. Caño Bocon 
is famous for the size and exotic 
coloration of its GIANT peacock bass. 
Bocon is not a numbers �shery, but a 
big-�sh �shery perfect for clients who 
have �shed peacock bass before and 
want to target a 20-plus-pound �sh on 
topwater. Besides the biggest peacock 
bass In Colombia, there are also giant 
payara that are plentiful in this river 
system. All-inclusive packages, and 
the camp has been totally remodeled 
for 2020 with new luxury tents. 

Colombia is often overlooked 
by anglers looking to �sh saltwater. 
What species are you targeting at 
Punta Ardita?

At Punta Ardita lodge we target 
many inshore species, with both �y 
and casting plugs, including cubera 
snapper, almaco jacks, roosterfish, 
jacks, yellowfin tuna, bluejacks, 
Spanish mackerel, wahoo, snook, and 
tarpon. (Tarpon invaded these waters 

through the Panama Canal and are 
now very abundant.) Offshore we 
target sail�sh and tuna; we have a 
giant tuna and sail�sh migration April 
and May. We also target excellent blue 
marlin, big mahi and sail�sh on the 
weed lines 10�30 miles offshore from 
July to October. 

Does Fish Colombia handle 
all the planning and logistics for 
accommodations and in-country 
�ights?

Correct! All domestic flights, 
hotels,  and airport transfers are 
included in our packages as well as 
a guide that will help you at check-

in when you arrive in either Bogota 
(for freshwater trips) or Medellin (for 
saltwater trips).

Which is your favorite �shery 
and why?

My favorite �shery and the one 
I would recommend most to readers 
is the Tuparro and Orinoco Lodge. 
Our return rate is close to 80 percent 
every year. Trips are affordable, not 
very physically demanding, and the 
�shing very varied. It’s the only place 
left to �sh for payara that is truly 
world-class, and the peacock bass 
and sardinata fishing are insanely 
productive too!




