
“SERVING THE ANGLER WHO TRAVELS”

THE ANGLING REPORTA MONTHLY NEWSLETTER March 2016   Vol. 29, No. 3

$5

Editor Note: Want to make your non-
fishing spouse eager to go on a fishing 
trip? Well, book your next stay in Be-
lize at the elegant eco-lodge Belcampo 
and fish down the road a ways with 
Garbutt’s Fishing Lodge. Chris San-
tella, author of Fifty Places to Fly Fish 
Before You Die, has all the details. 

If you’ve ever given serious thought 
to landing a permit on a fly, you’ve 
probably heard of Punta Gorda 

in the Central American country of 
Belize. The flats north of this little 
fishing/slowly-turning-tourist town are 
famous among palometa lovers, and 
the very seasoned Garbutt brothers 
(Scully, Oliver, and Eworth) and their 
associates at Garbutt’s Fishing Lodge 

are very good at leading seasoned 
permit anglers and beginners alike to 
these wary fish. By all appearances, 
Garbutt’s is extremely serviceable for 
the average saltwater angler, with ba-
sic, clean rooms, a well-stocked bar, 
and decent food, all of which is to say 

it’s like the majority of the saltwater 
lodges I’ve visited. Guests from San 
Francisco or Boston are not there, after 
all, for thread counts and haute cuisine. 
They are there for the fish, and Gar-
butt’s puts you just a short cast from 

the skiffs that will carry you to the per-
mit grounds. 

While the fishing out of Garbutt’s 
can be world class, most non-angling 
spouses/significant others would find 
a day there pretty dull. There are no 
fine beaches near Garbutt’s, and one 
can easily see all of downtown Punta 
Gorda in an hour’s stroll. Fortunately, 
a few miles away, a very different ex-
perience awaits at a place called Bel-
campo Lodge. It is sure to delight just 
about any non-fishing spouse who likes 
the water and the tropics.

One of the main reasons Belcampo 
provides such a wonderful experience 
for non-anglers is that it really isn’t 
a fishing lodge, though it is a great 
place to base a fishing trip outfitted 
by the Garbutt Brothers. Indeed, these 
two businesses have linked up to pro-
vide what I think is an almost perfect 
spouse-pleasing fishing trip. I’ll have 
more to say about the fishing in a mo-
ment. First, though, a bit more about 
Belcampo.

It’s an agri-tourism/eco-lodge that 
happens to be close to a great fishery. 
The resort (which includes a main 
lodge and 16 suites set along the hill-
side) is in the midst of a vast rainforest, 
home to a host of animals, including 
howler monkeys, tapirs, jaguars, and 
more than 250 bird species such as 
the keel-billed toucan, slaty-tailed tro-
gon, and brown-hooded parrot. Some 
12,000 acres of intact jungle surround 
the resort, put under protection by 
Belcampo’s owners as a nature reserve. 
Each of the four Ridge Suites boast 
two decks outfitted with hammocks 
that offer views of the Maya Moun-
tains to the west and the Caribbean to 
the east.

My wife and I stayed at Belcampo 
recently, with me dividing my time be-
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 � The Angling Report encourages 
subscribers to file reports on great 
places to fish and important news 
developments that help the rest of us 
decide where to go—or not to go—
fishing. Subscribers who file unusually 
important and useful reports are placed 
on our Subscriber Honor Roll and 
sent a complimentary Angling Report 
Honor Roll fishing cap. Honor Roll 

subscribers also get special consider-
ation for FREE trips. If you have been 
on an interesting trip recently, send a 
letter-length report to see if you can 
get on our subscriber Honor Roll. E-
mail it to doncausey@anglingreport.
com. You can find the complete list of 
Honor Roll subscribers on our website, 
www.anglingreport.com. Click on 
“Honor Roll subscribers.”

Honor Roll Subscribers

tween enjoying the resort with her and 
fishing for permit with Garbutt’s. Be-
fore entering our 750-square-foot suite 
(which featured a shower with floor-
to-ceiling windows looking out over 
the jungle), we were greeted by the 
cacophonous calls of a group of howler 
monkeys. “Howl” is not an understate-
ment of the sound they make, by the 
way. Several hundred acres of jungle 
below the lodge have been cleared 
to make way for Belcampo’s organic 
farm, where 50 varieties of fruit and 
vegetables are grown, and pigs, chick-
ens, and lambs are raised. More than 
80 percent of the food that’s served at 
Belcampo is harvested from the farm, 
and it’s served fresh. Belcampo has 
also planted over 7,000 cacao plants 
on the hillsides surrounding the farm, 
and will soon be harvesting sugar cane, 
which will provide raw material for a 
rum distillery that’s being built on the 
property.

The farm and its bounties are 
central to the Belcampo experience. 
Guests can partake in a number of 
tours of the property’s various gardens, 
go foraging in the forest with a local 
guide, and participate in cooking dem-
onstrations. During our visit, my wife, 
Deidre, had hoped to “Snorkel with the 
Chef,” an adventure that takes guests 
to the Gulf of Honduras, where Chef 
Renee and her crew dive for conch, 
lobsters, and lionfish. (Your catch is 
grilled up on the boat.) Windy weather 
had rendered the sea too murky for 
good snorkeling, so we opted for Bel-
campo’s Bean to Bar Chocolate Class. 
Head gardener Elon Ranguy led us on 
a tour of the vegetable and herb plots 

(including the chicken manure tea sta-
tion—pungent but much beloved by 
vegetables) before reaching the cacao 
nursery. The cacao bean (which you 
might know as the cocoa bean) is, of 
course, the source of chocolate. While 
explaining the genesis of chocolate 
(factoid: it takes 100 pounds of raw 
criollo cacao beans to create 25 pounds 
of roasted cacao), he demonstrated 
how plants are grafted, and then how 
cacao pods—which resemble a large 
squash—are cut to release the seeds, 
the source of chocolate. The seeds are 
fermented and dried on a screen for 
roughly two weeks (while the cacao 
butter is drained off and saved) before 
they are roasted, ground into paste and 
blended with cacao butter and sugar. 
Maynard Jacobs, one of Belcampo’s 
chocolate experts, led us through the 
blending process.

Not all non-angling activities are 
food-based, mind you. Kayaks are 
available to paddle the Rio Grande, and 
there are trails for self-guided hikes. 
Guides are available for nature and 
birding walks, or on outings to local 
Mayan ruins. Nearly everyone we en-
countered at Belcampo spoke excellent 
English and was extremely friendly 
and attentive to service, but not at the 
cost of losing their personality.

Though I would hardly character-
ize myself as a “foodie,” I found my-
self anticipating the next meal on the 
deck at Belcampo before the dishes for 
my current dish had been cleared away. 
“It’s hard to define Belizean cuisine, 
as it’s influenced by so many different 
cultures: Garifuna, East Indian, Ma-
yan,” Chef Renee Everett explained. 

http://www.anglingreport.com.
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 � Continuing subscribers know we 
used to offer a convenient and reliable 
way for subscribers to rent or buy a sat-
ellite phone before jetting off to some 
remote location. Unfortunately, the rela-
tionship we had with a provider of that 
service came to an end and we didn’t 
find another we really wanted to affiliate 
with—until now. Our new provider is 
Andy Cool of Explorer Satellite in Fort 
Lauderdale. 

Andy has invested heavily in the 
hunting and fishing communities and 
made a special point of understanding 
the needs of sportsmen who do un-
usual things like fish on the Kamchatka 
Peninsula of Russia and fly floatplanes 
into remote rivers in Brazil. Equally 
important, Andy is a partner with Global 
Rescue, the medical evacuation provider 
we work with. You’ve read in these pages 
about the emergencies Global Rescue 
has handled for subscribers to this pub-
lication who needed help in Bolivia, 
Christmas Island, and Cabo, just to name 
a few places. In every instance, a satel-
lite phone and Global Rescue were both 
important. It’s just a no-brainer to look 
into both of these services before you 
go somewhere, and I say that from the 
perspective of a sportsman who didn’t do 
what he now recommends before having 
a catastrophic accident in Africa a few 
years back. Nowadays, I don’t get out of 
cell phone range in Louisiana’s Biloxi 
Marsh, must less up a river in the Ama-
zon, without a sat phone in my dry bag 
and a Global Rescue card in my wallet. 

Below you will find the details 
on how to get in touch with Explorer 
Satellite. One thing you may want to 
ask Andy about is the new equipment 

he has on offer that converts your cell 
phone into a sat phone. Here is how he 
described it in an e-mail near press time: 
“The newest satellite communication 
devices are app-driven and allow inter-
connection with smartphones and tablets, 
making the experience much more porta-
ble and enjoyable for the user in the field. 
They also have built-in SOS buttons that 
can be preprogrammed with up to three 
e-mail contacts. The system will auto-
dial one of those numbers. For example, 
if your auto-dial button is programmed 

to Global Rescue, it will send them your 
sat phone number and GPS coordinates 
via e-mail and also call them. This means 
Global Rescue will not only know where 
and who you are almost instantly, but 
they will be able to talk to you about 
your problem (which is required for any 
evac), all at the push of a button!” 

Another thing you may want to ask 
Andy about is the difference between the 
two satellite communication networks 
and how those differences come into 
play in the part of the world you plan to 
visit. Here is quick overview of the two 
systems: “Explorer Satellite Commu-

nications offers satellite voice and data 
services via the Iridium and Inmarsat 
networks. We pride ourselves on provid-
ing customers accurate advice on which 
system is appropriate for them. With 
Inmarsat, there are three satellites in geo-
stationary orbit. Iridium has 66 satellites 
in low-earth-orbit. The distinguishing 
difference between the two systems is 
that Iridium can be used virtually every-
where. Inmarsat’s ‘look angle’ in certain 
locations will not allow service, due to 
what is called ‘shadowing.’ We know 
how to recommend the best solution 
based on where a customer is going.” 

In case you are wondering, phone 
purchase prices range from $800 to 
$1,500, plus airtime, which is available 
in various ways depending mostly on 
how much time you plan to use. Aver-
age airtime cost is roughly $1.50/minute. 
Rentals start at $75/week; $250/month. 
Airtime on rentals varies between $1.69 
and $1.99/minute. Data is $5.50/MB.—
Don Causey, Editor. 
Postscript: You can get in touch with 
Explorer Satellite at: 954-763-8650. 
Please indicate you are calling as an An-
gling Report subscriber. You can place an 
order for a phone here: http://anglingre-
port.com/explorer-satellite-phone-order-
form/. As regards Global Rescue, most 
of you are familiar with that company 
and the service it provides. You can get 
more information by calling 1-800-381-
9754 to speak with one of their member 
services representatives. Again, please 
indicate you are calling as an Angling 
Report subscriber. If you want to become 
a member right away, you can do so at: 
www.globalrescue.com/partner/anglin-
greport/. 

 � New...New...New

We’re Relaunching Our Satellite Phone Service!

“One idea of Belizean food comes 
back to rice, beans, and stewed meats. 
I try to take this interpretation, plus our 
access to so many fresh ingredients, 
and apply it on a bigger scale.” Under 
Everett’s guidance, seemingly simple 
dishes like chicken tacos or a black 
bean burger approached the sublime, 

thanks in part to the judicious use of 
herbs and spices from the gardens.

I felt very comfortable leaving De-
idre in the hands of the Belcampo staff 
the two days I fished. After breakfast 
(around 7 AM), a Land Cruiser deliv-
ered me to Garbutt’s, just ten minutes 
away. All the fishing at Belcampo is 

managed by the Garbutt’s. By 7:30 or 
so, the skiffs were taking off. Most of 
the fishing is around pancake flats that 
rise out of blue water 20 to 30 minutes 
to the north. Some are the size of half 
a football field, others of a small park-
ing lot. During my visit, the guides fo-
cused mostly on the deeper water along 

http://anglingreport.com/explorer-satellite-phone-order-form/
http://anglingreport.com/explorer-satellite-phone-order-form/
http://anglingreport.com/explorer-satellite-phone-order-form/
http://www.globalrescue.com/partner/anglingreport/
http://www.globalrescue.com/partner/anglingreport/
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the edges, so nearly all the fishing was 
from the boat. The Garbutt brothers 
were booked on my fishing days, but 
the guides that poled me about (Alex 
Leonardo and Lionel “Yogi” Martin) 
knew their game. Both days we saw 
scores of fish in the morning, some 
in schools of 10 to 15, some in pairs, 
some singles. I blew many of the shots 
but did okay on some, only to find the 
permit indifferent to my fly. As we 
reached low tide in the early afternoon, 
the fishing turned off both days. Cloud 
cover didn’t help matters. 

On my first day with Alex, I was 
able to witness a phenomenon I’d 
heard of but didn’t completely believe: 
permit sipping crabs off the surface! 
Immature crabs will cling to small 
pieces of vegetation to hitch a ride on 
the ebbing tide out to deeper waters, 
and some fish (generally larger speci-
mens, according to Alex) will exploit 
this opportunity. I saw two fish come 
up in the distance, but was too far away 
to make a cast. Something to try next 
time.

On angling day two, Yogi motored 
to some inner lagoons. His instincts 
were spot on, as we immediately 
came upon many fish, some tailing, 
and I eventually got one to the boat. A 
more precise caster might have easily 
hooked a few more fish, as they were 
present and feeding.

Two days of fishing, over one 
hundred fish spotted, multiple shots, 
one fish to hand. That is not a bad re-
sult compared to my previous permit 
exploits, which have generally resulted 
in nothing.  

Back at Belcampo that afternoon, 
Deidre and I enjoyed a few concoc-
tions created by bartender Tim Cal on 
the deck overlooking the rainforest 
and the Caribbean beyond. A group of 
howler monkeys was sitting quietly in 
the branches of some cohune palms 
50 yards away. At one point, while 
sipping a dark Belizean rum infused 
with allspice and ginger, one of the 
lodge’s managers, Mary-Ann Du Ples-
sis, stopped by our table and presented 
me with a small box. Inside, was a 
handsome pewter lapel pin of a permit, 

a keepsake for guests who find good 
fortune on the water. A tasteful touch 
from a very tasteful lodge that will 
appeal to clients who are accustomed 
to top-shelf establishments.—Chris 
Santella.
Postscript: Santella says the cost of a 
three-night/two-day fly fishing package 
like the one he booked at Belcampo 

starts at $1,721 per person, based on 
double occupancy. That fee includes 
round-trip airfare from Belize City to 
Punta Gorda, nightly accommodation, 
all meals, two days of guided fish-
ing and use of the lodge’s facilities. 
You can get more details at: www.
belcampobz.com. The web address for 
Garbutt’s Fishing Lodge is www.gar-
buttsfishinglodge.com.

Editor Note: Our Atlantic salmon corre-
spondent, Paul Marriner, weighs in every 
year about this time with an international 
update on what’s happening with his fa-
vorite fish. A lot going on!

Kola Peninsula: By all reports, 
the 2015 Kola season was about 
average, some rivers up, others 

down. Regardless, it remains the destina-
tion of choice for anglers in search of the 
cream of Atlantic salmon fishing. The 
highly productive Varzuga has a short 
seven-week season and averaged 28 
salmon/rod/week. Typically fully booked 
early, only those on a wait list with Rox-

ton’s have a chance at the odd opening. 
As previously reported here, Roxton’s 
(www.roxtons.com) has merged with the 
Fly Fisher Group and now offers time on 
the Yokanga as well. The northern rivers 
(Rynda and Kharlovka) were all about 
big fish. A 39.6-pound eye-popper from 
the Kharlovka was quite possibly the 
largest specimen landed on the penin-
sula’s rivers this season (www.kharlovka.
com). Stanislav Gorbounov brought me 
up to date on some substantial changes 
to their Varzina River, Main Lodge Pro-
gram. A reduction in the number of rods 
to six/week will give each angler a pool 
and guide to himself and make single ac-
commodation available. The restaurant 
has also been revamped, Stanislav says, 
putting the changes this way: “Guests 
will eat in a cozy dining room with pan-
oramic windows and a marvelous view 
of the river.” One might expect a signifi-
cant price increase, but the Varzina River 
Company (www.varzina.com) has been 
able to limit it to a modest 6 percent.

Quebec: Gaspé rivers such as the 
Cascapedia and Bonaventure had ex-
cellent seasons. The former was up 60 
percent from the 2014 catch, and Glenn 
LeGrand of Camp Bonaventure (www.
campbonaventure.ca) told me their lodge 
had an even better year than 2011, widely 
considered the best season in a decade. 
Another river I keep an eye on is the 
Matane, and its numbers were also up 60 
percent year on year. Extrapolating based 
on the normal five-year cycle and barring 
all potential environmental difficulties, 
2016 should also be an excellent year for 
a visit. Unfortunately, the north shore riv-
ers didn’t share in the bounty and, with 
the exception of perennial producers 
like the Natashquan and Old Fort (Vieux 
Fort), are questionable destinations. 

New Brunswick: Although ham-
pered by the lack of reliable data, all 
evidence points to a run-strength rebound 
on the Miramichi system. Nevertheless, 
certain parties are lobbying for a reten-
tion of the no-kill regulation introduced 
for grilse in 2015 (no-kill for salmon has 
been in effect for 31 years). Most likely, 
the major impact of the regulation was to 
keep local anglers off the river (resident 
license sales were off 44 percent) and 
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increase poaching. Regulations for 2016 
have yet to be finalized. For more than a 
century the Restigouche River has been 
a destination for anglers seeking large 
Atlantic salmon. With most of the river 
under lease to a few clubs for almost all 
of this time, it was primarily accessible 
only to club members (including many 
famous American families) and guests. 
Recently, this has changed. Weeks when 
members are absent are now sometimes 
available to the public. Additionally, sev-
eral have converted from clubs to com-
mercial operations. Most of the club op-
portunities require group booking of all 
the available rods. 

Perhaps the most famous camp 
on the river is Camp Harmony at the 
mouth of the Upsalquitch. Dean Sage 
established a tent camp here circa 1880, 
followed by a rough lodge and then one 
of famous architect Stanford White’s 
wilderness masterpieces. White designed 
Madison Square Garden and Pennsyl-
vania Station, among other landmark 
structures. In 1888 Sage published The 
Ristigouche and Its Salmon Fishing. 
Today, a first edition of that book will 
set you back more than $10,000. With 
only seven members, Camp Harmony is 
one of the most exclusive clubs on the 
river. Nevertheless, they do offer limited 
small-group rentals (www.campharmony.
ca). At the start of the main river where 
the Kedgwick and Little Main join forces 
is Kedgwick Lodge, often referred to 
as Rogers Kedgwick to distinguish it 
from another famous lodge well up the 
Kedgwick River. It has both exclusive 
pools and several shared with the next 
camp, Larry’s Gulch, on an established 
rotation. The original lessee was Colonel 
Archibald Rogers, the Standard Oil mag-
nate. Presently, the best way to contact 
them to inquire about availability is via 
a Facebook page: www.facebook.com/
Kedgwick-Lodge-203090039730669/.

Larry’s Gulch Lodge (www.lar-
rysgulch.ca) is just downriver from 
Kedgwick Lodge. Owned and operated 
by the Province of New Brunswick, it 
is publicly accessible. The lodge books 
eight rods, any or all of which can be 
shared by two anglers, and thus can ac-
commodate 16 anglers. While generally 

booked as a group, individual rods are 
occasionally available. Another lodge to 
consider is Glen Eden (www.fishresti-
gouche.com). Now primarily a commer-
cial operation, they control nine pools. 
The operation is similar to one at Larry’s 
Gulch except they book fewer than full-
group rods and their reservations are for 
six or eight sessions. A friend visited 
Glen Eden recently and was very positive 
about the experience. Downs Gulch is 
another classic salmon lodge. It’s pres-
ently owned by the Irving Corporation, 
and one week here at the end of June is 
“publicly” available. The contact person 
is Kelly Smith (506-459-4664). Near 

where the Matapedia joins the Resti-
gouche is the Restigouche River Lodge 
(www.restigouchelodge.com), formerly 
the private Pointe du Jour Club. During 
the bright season (June through Septem-
ber), this commercial operation fishes 
eight pools located within a three-mile 
stretch. They also offer early-season fish-
ing during the last three weeks of May 
and the first week of June. One of the 
principals, Bill Harnett, told me that they 
are in the process of constructing a new 
guest lodge. It is expected to be complet-
ed by late June 2016. Sitting on a bluff 
on the downriver section of the lodge’s 
property, it will offer guests a view of the 
Restigouche. The new lodge will feature 
four single-occupancy bedrooms with 
private baths. Rates are comparable to 
other quality Atlantic salmon lodges.

Iceland: Many of Iceland’s salmon 
rivers (there are upwards of 100) had dis-
appointing 2014 seasons, but 2015 saw a 
complete, almost stunning, reversal. Of 

the top five in terms of catches (virtually 
the same each year) only the East Ranga 
showed gains that were only modest. For 
the 2016 season, Lax-á is going into a 
considerable renovation of East Ranga 
camp. This full-service camp will get 
a new look in the dining, lounge, and 
reception area. This is continued work 
from the year before when eight new 
rooms were added to the camp. The near-
by West Ranga tripled last season’s total 
and had the best catch since 2009. Even 
better was the amazing Miðfjarðará, 
which surpassed every year for which 
there are accessible records (45 years). 
It posted an average catch/rod/day of al-
most six. In the northwest, the third-place 
Blanda also posted an all-time record, 
besting 2014’s landings by almost 3,000 
salmon. Rounding out the top five is the 
fourth-place Norðurá. Although not quite 
breaking the record, anglers notched 
more than three times the 2014 total. Of 
course it isn’t only rivers with the highest 
totals that matter. Many of the smaller 
fisheries also broke all-time records. 
Peter McLeod of Aardvark McLeod told 
me their rivers, such as the Langá, Laxá í 
Kjós, and Laxá í Dölum, rebounded well 
and the Svalbarðsá’s numbers were the 
best ever, with a catch/rod/day rivaling 
that of the Miðfjarðará’s. Predictions of 
salmon runs are fraught with pitfalls, but 
it appears the 2017 season here should 
also feature strong returns. Given the 
heavy European demand for Icelandic 
salmon fishing, booking well ahead is 
wise.

Norway: This country had a tough 
season. Roxton’s Charlie White put it this 
way: “It was not a vintage year across all 
of Norway principally due to the extraor-
dinary cold and late spring. Results on 
the Lakselva were no exception. Overall, 
however, the river did pretty well and 
the total catch turned out to be above 
average, albeit without the really big fish 
(45+ lbs) this river is known for. They 
were either missing or just not landed. 
Norway remains a country where you 
should not go for lots of fish, but it is 
definitely a place for a really big fish.”  

Ireland: Ireland’s rivers joined the 
general trend of much improved catches 
over those of 2014, even if the condi-

http://www.campharmony.ca
http://www.campharmony.ca
http://www.facebook.com/Kedgwick-Lodge-203090039730669/
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tions weren’t always favorable. By the 
end of the third week in August, the Moy 
had already recorded more than 6,000 
captures. One of the rivers I’ve followed 
for some years, the Cork Blackwater, has 
undergone a major change. Health issues 
forced Ian Powell to close Blackwater 
Lodge and Salmon Fishery. Blackwater 
Lodge Guesthouse’s self-catering bunga-
lows and freehold fishing rights will be 
put on the market for sale as a whole or 
in lots. Glenda, Ian’s former partner, will 
continue to offer guided salmon fishing 
and instruction on some of the river’s best 
beats (glenda@ireland-salmon-fishing.
net).

United Kingdom: My sources tell 
me results on UK rivers this past season 
were mixed. The Spey did very well and 
the Tay held the five-year average, while 
the Tweed and Dee had mediocre sea-
sons. The Wye in Wales had a reasonable 
season, close to double the admittedly 
poor 2014 season. Some large salmon 
are showing up, with two over 35 pounds 
landed in 2015. One river I hadn’t paid 
attention to previously (it had no salmon 
or seatrout catch in 1959) is the Tyne in 
northern England. A counter provides 

good run stats (45,000 in 2015) but un-
fortunately they combine salmon and 
seatrout. Based on previous catch reports, 
it seems the composition is about 2/3 
salmon, 1/3 seatrout. With more than 30 
access opportunities, it certainly has pos-
sibilities, particularly from mid-August 
to the season close at the end of October. 

Literate salmon anglers will be familiar 
with A. H. Chaytor’s, Letters to a Salmon 
Fisher’s Sons. The book was based on 
Chaytor’s experiences on the Dilston 
beat of the Tyne. To fish the beat, contact 
Charles Beaumont at charles.beaumont@
treesplease.co.uk. Up in Scotland, poor 

early results on many rivers heightened a 
sense of the need to “do something.” My 
principal source of UK information put 
it this way: “There are various measures 
on the table, some of which you will be 
shocked to hear are not already in place. 
For example, a salmon rod license and 
a tagging scheme for any salmon that 
are killed has been proposed. All fishing 
rights are currently in private ownership, 
with the owners collaborating on Fishery 
Boards to manage the rivers on a catch-
ment-by-catchment basis. While remov-
ing private ownership is not being sug-
gested yet, there is a suggestion that it will 
be up to the owners of the fishing rights 
to apply for a license to kill fish on their 
stretch of water. The owners will then be 
able to determine whether and how they 
allow their tenants to exercise that right. 
Overall management of rivers will be 
centralized, rather than devolved to the 
river catchments. All in all, the thinking 
seems very muddled. Meanwhile, the 
Scottish Parliament continues to support 
the coastal netting and salmon aquacul-
ture industries, much to the disgust of Orri 
Vigfússon, chairman of the North Atlantic 
Salmon Fund.”—Paul Marriner.

 � As this is written, the Zika virus 
is scaring lots of would-be travelers 
into staying home. And that’s too bad, 
because the virus appears to be danger-
ous only to pregnant females and those 
who are considering pregnancy. Here 
is an important and completely factual 
update on the virus from Global Rescue, 
the medical and security evacuation firm 
that is extending its reach into domestic 
medical issues here in the US. More 
on that at a later date. In the meantime, 
don’t cancel a trip to South and Central 
America before you read this. The up-
date is presented in the form of answers 
to important questions.—Don Causey. 

How does someone become infected 
with the Zika virus?

Zika virus disease is an acute viral 
illness of humans transmitted through 
the bite of an infected Aedes-genus 

mosquito that has previously fed on 
a person infected with the Zika virus. 
There is also emerging evidence to sug-
gest maternal/fetal transmission also 
may occur near the time of delivery, or 
late in pregnancy.

What are the symptoms of the Zika 
virus?

Symptoms include sudden fever 
with rash, joint, and body pain; head-
ache; and conjunctivitis. Symptoms are 
usually mild and last from several days 
to a week. Approximately one in five 
people infected with the Zika virus will 
develop symptoms.
What is the risk for pregnant women? 

Women who are infected with the 
Zika virus who are pregnant, or become 
pregnant, are at an increased risk of 
birth defects, including microcephaly, 
an abnormal smallness of a newborn’s 

head associated with incomplete neuro-
logical development.

What advice is there for pregnant 
women regarding Zika?

The U.S. Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention has published a list 
of countries with past or current Zika 
virus activity at: http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/
travel/diseases/zika. Their current guid-
ance specifically notes, “Until more 
is known, and out of an abundance of 
caution, CDC recommends special 
precautions for pregnant women and 
women trying to become pregnant.” The 
CDC further advises that women who 
are pregnant or are planning to become 
pregnant, “should consult with their 
health care provider before traveling to 
these areas.” Travelers who are pregnant 
or are planning to become pregnant 
should consult with their health care 

Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments

Briefly Noted

http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/diseases/zika
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/diseases/zika
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provider and determine the level of risk 
for microcephaly or other birth defects 
that they are willing to assume by travel-
ing to areas with confirmed Zika virus 
disease activity (or adjacent locations).
How can I protect myself against the 

Zika virus?
There is no vaccine to prevent 

Zika virus disease, and no medication 
available to treat Zika virus infection. 
Prevention of bites by infected Aedes 
mosquitoes is the only effective means 
of avoiding infection while traveling in 
regions where the Zika virus is present. 
Prevention techniques may include:
•	 Using insect repellents contain-
ing either DEET, picaridin, IR3535, or 
certain oil of lemon eucalyptus or para-
menthane-diol products.
•	 Application of sunscreen first and 
then insect repellent. (Always follow 
the label instructions when using insect 
repellent or sunscreen.)
•	 Treating clothing with permethrin or 
purchase permethrin-treated clothing.
•	 When weather permits, wear long-
sleeved shirts and long pants.
•	 Use air-conditioning and window/
door screens to keep mosquitoes out-
side. If you are not able to protect 
yourself from mosquitoes inside your 
local accommodations, sleep under a 
mosquito bed net.
•	 Reduce the number of mosquitoes 
inside and outside by emptying standing 
water from containers, such as flower-
pots or buckets.

What are the origins of the Zika 
virus?

The Zika virus was discovered in 
1947 in Zika Forest, Uganda. The virus 
was found to be present in Uganda’s 
rhesus monkey population and the 
Aedes africanus mosquito. The first 
humans infected with Zika virus dis-
ease were reported in 1954 in Nigeria. 
The virus remained endemic to parts 
of Africa and Asia until an outbreak on 
Yap Island in the South Pacific in 2013. 
Other Pacific Islands including New 
Caledonia, Cook Islands, and Easter 
Island have reported outbreaks of ZVD. 
In October 2015, the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
published reports from the Federal Uni-

versity of Bahia, in Salvador, Bahia, 
Brazil, which confirmed cases of Zika 
virus disease in Camaçari, Bahia, Bra-
zil. Further reports from Brazil in May 
2015 reported that pregnant women who 
became infected with Zika virus disease 
had an increased risk of birth defects 
such as microcephaly. Oahu, Hawaii, re-
ported the first case of ZVD-related mi-
crocephaly in the United States. The in-
fant’s mother had lived in Brazil during 
her pregnancy and the infant was likely 
infected within the womb, as hypoth-
esized by both Hawaiian Department of 
Health officials and the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.
Don Causey Note: To clarify Global 
Rescue’s viewpoint on travel to Zika-
infected areas, I asked the two follow-up 
questions: 
Question: Does the Zika Virus pose a 

serious health threat to anyone other 
than pregnant women and those who are 
attempting to become pregnant? 
Answer: ZVD is usually relatively mild 
and requires no specific treatment other 
than plenty of rest, keeping well hydrat-
ed, and treatment of pain and fever with 
common over-the-counter medications. 
If symptoms worsen, seek medical care 
and advice.
Question: Is it advisable for anyone 
other than the above-mentioned indi-
viduals to cancel or postpone a trip spe-
cifically to avoid exposure to the Zika 
virus? 
Answer: The World Health Organiza-
tion has found no public health justifica-
tion for restrictions on travel or trade to 
prevent the spread of Zika virus.
For more information specific to your 
travel plans, call Global Rescue at 617-
459-4200. or e-mail Operations@glob-
alrescue.com.

 �
 � Here at The Angling Report we 

pride ourselves on having a pretty ex-
tensive network of contacts who help 
us keep up with what’s going on in 
international fishing. Subscribers them-
selves form a big part of that network. 
What we don’t always have is the time, 
money, and manpower to follow up on 
all the things we hear about. Witness the 
ferment that is going on in the Central 
American country of Nicaragua, where 
adventurer, entrepreneur, and all-around 
wild man John Pinto tells us he is cre-
ating an enormously rich soup of new 
fishing opportunities that runs the gamut 
from tarpon fishing in the jungle . . . to 
permit fishing around the Cayos Perlas 
. . . to dorado fishing from pangas. All 
of this is in addition to a canoe fishing 
opportunity on Mayaguana Island in the 
Bahamas. We’ve reported on this latter 
fishery, and it’s a hoot. We’ve also men-
tioned the fact that Pinto operates an ex-
tensive fly-tying operation in Nicaragua 
that exports flies all over the world. 

Here is how Pinto summed up 
what he is doing in a recent e-mail: “I 
have what’s been called ‘the best tarpon 
fishing in the world. Bar none!’It’s at 
a place called Top Lock Laguna. The 
people from Europe who claim they 
have exclusive access to this fishery 
simply do not have an exclusive. I am 
in there with my own guides and an 
arrangement with a local hotel. I have 
also put together a much-needed dorado 
fishery just 16 miles from my house at 
the Pacific coastal town of Casares. That 
is my fall fishery, with September/Octo-
ber/November being the best times. This 
will provide an alternative to the old, es-
tablished venues such as Loreto, Mexi-
co, where the fishery has gone downhill. 
The permit fishing I’ve developed takes 
place in the Cayos Perlas. My anglers 
stay at a private residence on Lime Cay. 
I’m also investigating shooting out from 
the village of Tasbapauni about 40 miles 
north of Bluefields to Man O War Cays 
to see if there are permit opportunities 
there. This latter fishery opens up the 
prospect of a combo trip incorporating 
four days of tarpon fishing and two days 
of permit fishing. Tarpon season runs 
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from February 1 to May 15. You can 
catch permit all year.”

A pretty amazing lineup, no? It 
is, in fact, more than we can possibly 
cover right now by ourselves. And that’s 
where you come in. Here is the deal: 
The first one of you who gets in touch 
with Pinto, books a multi-destination 
trip with him, and files a candid report 
afterward will get a place on our Sub-
scriber Honor Roll and a free one-year 
renewal of his subscription. John Pinto’s 
e-mail address is: bn1fsh2@gmail.
com.—Don Causey, Editor.

 �
 � Remember Alex Zapata of Orinoco 

Anglers (www.orinocoangling.com. Tel. 
786-317-4733)? Zapata is the US guide/
outfitter (originally from Colombia) 
who is helping reopen the traditional 
peacock bass areas of Colombia. We 
reported last year on his trips to the 
once-famous Mataveni River in the 
border area between Colombia and 
Venezuela. Those trips are scheduled 
to continue next year. In the meantime, 
Zapata has begun to fish some other riv-
ers near Puerto Carreño, previously a 
major jumping-off spot for peacock bass 
fishing in Colombia. One of those rivers 
is the Bita River. At our request, Zapata 
asked one of his clients, Paul Wilms, to 
file a report on a recent trip to the Bita 
River. He writes:  

“Fishing the Bita River in Colombia 
for peacock bass and arowana with Alex 
Zapata this past January was a real fish-
ing adventure. On the trip with me were 
my nephew, Scott, and fishing buddy, 
Bob. I had previously fished for pea-
cocks with Alex on the Mataveni River 
in Colombia, so I was able to tell them 
about the way we camped in tents along 
a jungle river, ate local foods cooked 
by the Indians, bathed in the river, and 
fished remote waters. They both said 
enthusiastically that they would like a 
trip of that sort. I promptly called Alex 
and we started planning a trip to the Bita 
River. 

“Our trip started with a flight to Bo-
gota. We brought only individual fishing 
gear, three pairs of pants, three shirts, a 
toothbrush, plus a couple of other neces-
sities. We had to do that to stay under 

the weight limit we were given for our 
luggage, namely, 30 pounds. I should 
emphasize that this kind of trip is not for 
everyone. The camp does not have the 
comforts of a lodge. The food is clean, 
fresh and presented well, but it is very 
basic. On the good side of the ledger, 
the camp staff were friendly and very 
accommodating and our guides knew 
the local water and wildlife very well. 
They got us into some great fishing.

“Alex is a Colombian by birth, so 
he speaks Spanish fluently. He is also 
an excellent fly fisher, which helped 
bring the whole trip together nicely. We 
hung hammocks in the shade to provide 
a place to rest in the afternoon. That, 
plus jumping in the river, kept our body 

temperature down. There were bugs, 
however, including no-see-ums, or sand 
flies. When they were bad, you had to 
keep covered up. 

“As for the fishing, it was excel-
lent. We caught peacocks up to 15 
pounds and had larger ones break off. 
We caught lots of peacocks in the six- to 
10-pound range, and everyone hooked 
and landed a number of arowana in the 
three- to eight-pound range. The wild-
life we saw included howler monkeys, 
tapirs, caimans, iguanas, turtles, giant 
river otters, capybaras, parrots, macaws, 
kingfishers, various raptors, and many 
other bird species I couldn’t identify. 
If you are looking for a camping-style 
South American jungle fishing experi-
ence, Alex is the man to contact.” 
Postscript: Near press time, we asked 
Alex Zapata to give us a rundown on 
all his planned trips to Colombia this 
year and next. He wrote back as fol-
lows: “I have three spots available on 

a trip to the Bocon River March 10 to 
19 this year. The Bocon is a big-fish 
river that produces fish over 20 pounds. 
I also have five spots available for a 
trip to the Mataveni River March 31 to 
April 9. The latter trip is fly-only and 
must be booked through The Fly Shop 
(www.theflyshop.com). All my other 
trips are open to spinning, casting, or fly 
anglers. My specialty is fly fishing, but I 
can handle non-fly anglers just as well. 
Would-be fly clients may want to note 
that I just hired the most talented and 
professional fly tier and fly fisherman in 
Colombia, Armando Giraldo, to help me 
handle trips to Colombia. As the number 
of my groups grows next year, the plan 
is to have Armando host some of my 
expeditions. He’s bilingual, a terrific 
fly tier, and an expert when it comes to 
finding and catching payara, as well as 
peacocks, in the Orinoco River basin. 
He’s also an authority, by the way, on fly 
fishing for rainbow trout and carp in the 
dams and lakes around Bogota. Looking 
to 2017, my tentative schedule calls for 
a return trip to the Bita River January 3 
to 12, followed by a trip to the Mataveni 
February 1 and a trip to the Tomo River 
later that month. In March 2017, I plan 
to do one trip to the Bocon and one to 
the Mataveni. I might also conduct some 
exploratory trips. I will be officially 
advertising my 2017 dates in April or 
May.” 

 �
 � Subscriber Bruce Pfund reports that 

Ivel’s Bed and Breakfast on Acklins Is-
land in the Bahamas (www.ivelsbedan-
dbreakfast.com) is up and running after 
being pounded by Hurricane Joaquin 
this past September. So is the island 
generally. He writes: 

“I am writing you from Ivel’s B&B 
to confirm that the island is getting back 
in shape after the devastation wrought 
by Hurricane Joaquin last September. I 
booked a week here on a Monday last 
September, three days before Hurricane 
Joaquin arrived and sat over Acklins Is-
land and Crooked Island for three days. 
Parts of both islands were wiped out. 
I returned to Acklins Island this past 
January 13 despite considerable concern 
about what I might find.

http://www.orinocoangling.com
http://www.theflyshop.com
http://www.ivelsbedandbreakfast.com
http://www.ivelsbedandbreakfast.com
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“Snug Corner and Mason’s Bay 
on Acklins were hit hard, as evidenced 
by the piles of sand and hardpan frag-
ments piled up alongside the roads. I 
am pleased to report that Ivel’s, where 
I have stayed on four previous visits, is 
entirely repaired and ready for guests. 
Accommodations at Ivel’s are abso-
lutely top notch. I drove by Gray’s and 
Chester’s Bonefish Lodges, too, on the 
island’s north side. I did not go in, but 
they appeared undamaged, and, accord-
ing to local reports, ready for anglers 
to visit. Top Choice in Mason’s Bay ap-
pears to have taken a bad hit, but is still 
in operation.

“I visited and caught bonefish on 
this visit at a number of the do-it-your-
self spots popularized by Vince Tobia 
of Cattaraugus Creek Outfitters (www.
cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com/diybone-
fishinghomepage.html). All of them pro-
duced good fishing, as long as the wind 
and tides cooperated. Some previously 
soft spots had become hard and some 
hard spots had become soft since Joa-
quin, but the wading was not difficult.

“As in my past visits to Ivel’s, I 
hired Renado Taylor for a few days to 
take me in his boat to flats inaccessible 
to DIY anglers. Reno’s rates are very 
reasonable. His boat left a bit to be 
desired on prior trips, but is now much 
improved. It has a new motor for one 
thing. Reno will also take you to flats 
accessible by car, reducing his daily rate 
for that service. The fishing in some of 
the creeks Reno goes to (they are actu-
ally a series of long bays each nearly a 
mile long) can be spectacular under the 
right conditions. Many of the fish have 
probably never seen a fly before. My 
wife and I have both caught over 20 nice 
fish per day up there. Enjoy!”

 �
 � The slow-motion collapse of striped 

bass populations along the East Coast 
of the United States continues apace, 
according to a new press release from 
Stripers Forever. The destruction of this 
resource in the face of overwhelming 
evidence about what is happening is 
somewhere between sad and infuriating. 
Does government in the United States 
at any level work anymore? The release 

reads as follows:
“The great majority of the anglers 

from North Carolina to Maine, respond-
ing to the 13th annual fishing survey 
taken by Stripers Forever, reported 
catching fewer and smaller striped bass 
in 2015, reflecting a continuing down-
ward trend in the quality of and thus an-
gler interest in the fishery on the Atlan-
tic Coast. Fully 84 percent of the 2015 
survey respondents described the striper 
fishery as ‘worse or much worse’ than in 
previous years, says Brad Burns, presi-
dent of Stripers Forever, a conservation 
organization advocating game fish status 
for stripers by ending the commercial 
fishery and managing the species coast-
wide for recreational fishing. The survey 

results also show a participation decline 
in the striper fishery for the second con-
secutive year which negatively affects 
guides, tackle businesses and fishing 
tourism.

“‘It seems evident that most of the 
older, larger prime breeding fish from 
the great spawning year classes of the 
1990’s and early 2000’s have been 
removed from the striped bass popula-
tion,’ Burns continued. ‘The striper 
biomass is now considerably smaller 
as a result of the poor to mediocre year 
classes that have generally character-
ized the fishery since 2003. And it is 
important to note that almost 85 percent 
of the survey respondents said that the 
2011 year class—highly touted by the 
Atlantic States Marine Fishery Commit-
tee which manages the striped bass fish-
ery—has not produced nearly as many 
surviving small schoolie-size stripers 
as expected. A clear majority of anglers 

responding to the 2015 Stripers Forever 
survey believe that the large stripers so 
vital to future spawning should not be 
harvested and that a high percentage 
of the current commercial catch should 
be set aside for conservation. Further, 
75 percent of all Stripers Forever mem-
bers are willing to buy a striper stamp 
to finance a buyout of the commercial 
striper fishery.’” 
Postscript: The complete results of the 
annual survey are presented under “Re-
cent News” on the Stripers Forever web-
site at: (www.stripersforever.org). 

 �
 � And, finally, there are a couple 

of developments here at The Angling 
Report that we’d like to bring to your 
attention. First, after many months of 
work, we have a brand-new website. 
You can take a look at www.anglin-
greport.com. We are still in the testing 
phase as this is written, so you may find 
a few things that still need work. Please 
let us know of any problems. Visitors to 
the site will enjoy a more user-friendly 
experience for new orders, subscrip-
tion renewals, and trip research. Online 
Extra subscribers will continue to have 
full access to our large database of ar-
ticles and reports, as well as the ability 
to read past issues of the newsletter. The 
website is designed to be faster and a 
bit more modern. In the coming weeks 
we will be adding more features and vi-
sual content, including (we hope) many 
more subscriber photos. If you have any 
photos that you would like us to feature, 
please send them our way.  

Longtime readers have seen the 
same logo on our letterhead and website 
since the newsletter was created back in 
1988. As part of our mission to take The 
Angling Report into the 21st century, we 
are unveiling a new logo. You can see 
it on the new website now, and on the 
newsletter itself soon. Your comments 
on the new website and logo are wel-
come. We hope you like the changes!—
Mike Lyons.
Postscript: For questions and comments 
about the new website, or if you need 
assistance logging in as an Online Extra 
user, please e-mail me at: mike@anglin-
greport.com.

http://www.cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com/diybonefishinghomepage.html
http://www.cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com/diybonefishinghomepage.html
http://www.cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com/diybonefishinghomepage.html
http://www.stripersforever.org
http://www.anglingreport.com
http://www.anglingreport.com
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 � Remember that FREE fishing report 
subscriber William Wason wrote for the 
February 2015 issue about Jorge Truc-
co’s Limay River Lodge in Argentina? 
Well, the trip was so great, Wason says, 
he just had to go back for another look. 
He writes: 

“I have just returned from an ex-
tended Argentina trip during the first 
two weeks in January, which included 
five days fishing at Limay River Lodge. 
I’m happy to report the fishing is still 
every bit as good as initially reported. 
The fish seemed even stronger than I 
recall, but that may be the result of an-
other birthday. My partner, Rick Caval-
laro, and I were privileged to again have 
Pablo Vinaras as our guide. He now 
serves as both head guide and lodge 
manager and remains one of the best 
guides I have ever fished with.

“The weather was a little more vari-
able than normal, even for Patagonia. 
We had three hot, sunny days interposed 
with two cold, rainy days. We went 
wet wading on hot days, and used full 
waders and jackets on colder days. 
Wind was off and on, as expected for 
Patagonia. The Limay is a 6 wt rod river 
(unless you go for the big browns, then 
8 wt with a sinking line). A fast-action 
rod with slightly heavier line works well 
in the wind. Even a 7 wt would be right 
at home most days. The lodge has Sage 
One rods available for use in 5, 6, and 
8 wts. Waders and boots are also avail-
able.

“On the sunny days, fish were 
looking up and readily taking dry flies. 
Medium-sized Fat Alberts and Cher-
nobyl flies up to two inches long were 
the most frequently used. Skating them 
later in the day would often trigger fe-
rocious takes. Hatches were common, 
during which we switched to small 

mayfly patterns. On overcast days, dry 
fly fishing was slower, but the action 
was really hot with nymphs, especially 
small Prince nymphs and pink San Juan 
worms, along with streamers. Rick was 
absolutely on fire with a Pancora pattern 
streamer. He must have hooked over 50 

fish on a single streamer one cloudy day.  
“Rainbows outnumbered browns 

by about five to one. The rainbows are 
mostly in the 17- to 21-inch range, 
rarely smaller. They were bright chrome 
and would often take the fly with an 
airborne attack, then leap several times 
before being netted. We fought most of 
them on the reel. They look and act like 
small steelheads. One smaller rainbow I 
caught went airborne nine times before 
being netted. The browns were a little 
bigger, in the 18- to 24-inch range. We 
took most of them on dries, streamers, 
and nymphs. We were having too much 
fun to specifically target the bigger 
browns in the deeper pools, which is 
what the river is most famous for. (Jorge 
sent me afterward a photo of a 30-inch 
brown caught two days after we left, 
so they are there). Just keep in mind, if 
you want to target the large migratory 
browns this river is so famous for, the 
best time to come is in March or April.

“I didn’t keep count, but I’m sure 
we averaged at least 40 to 60 fish 
hooked per day for the boat. Fishing ac-
tivity was steady throughout the day, but 
mornings and late afternoons were the 
most active. Travel time to and from the 
river was usually less than 30 minutes. 
Put-ins and take-outs were at most a few 
miles from the lodge. 

“The lodge is fully staffed and can 
handle up to 14 anglers at a time. A full 
fleet of western-style drift boats adds 
to the pleasure of fishing here. While it 
may not be fully appreciated by first-
time visitors, the 25-mile road from the 
highway to the lodge has been greatly 
improved, with extensive grading and 
removal of many of the fencing gates. 
This reduces the travel time from the 
main highway to about 60 minutes, but 
it still remains a rustic road. Total travel 
time from airports at San Martín, Bari-
loche, or Neuquén is about three and a 
half hours. Food and accommodations 
remain exceptional, especially for such 
a remote location that is completely off 
the grid. Wi-Fi is available and VOIP 
phone calls can be made from your cell 
phone. Just be aware that there isn’t a 
good cell signal at the lodge.

“Limay River Lodge continues to 
deliver a truly exceptional fishing ex-
perience. My partner and I are already 
planning a return trip.”
Postscript: The web address for the 
lodge is: www.limayriverlodge.com. 

 �
 � If you are looking for a stopover 

trip to fish for striped bass while in 
Boston, Honor Roll subscriber Shawn 
Taylor has just the guy for you, Capt. 
Bill Smith of Draggin’ Fly Charters. He 
writes:

“My wife and I were attending a 
convention in Boston this past May, and 

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES
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This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newslet-
ter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this 
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one 
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For 
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.

http://www.limayriverlodge.com
www.anglingreport.com
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I wanted to add on a couple of days of 
fly fishing in Boston Harbor. That led to 
my getting in touch with Bill Smith of 
Draggin’ Fly Charters (www.fishboston.
com). Unfortunately, a couple of days 
before our trip, Bill called to say that 
he was not optimistic about our chances 
for success because the fish were late in 
coming into the area. He gave me the 
option to cancel the trip but I told him 
I was willing to take a chance, since we 
had already booked flights that allowed 
us to go fishing. We did spend one of 
the two planned fishing days sightsee-
ing, but on the second day we decided 
to go on and go fishing. I’m glad we 
did!

“Once on the water, Capt. Bill set 
up drifts right in the main channel of the 
harbor near the very end of the airport 
runway. We could see the fish under the 
boat at 25 to 35 feet. Ultimately, with 
a lot of patience and with the help of 
sinking lines, we were able to pick up 
several schoolies of around 20 to 22 
inches, plus one 30-inch fish that was a 
trophy for that time of year. A Clouser 
Minnow was the winning fly. A couple 
of times I dropped a heavy jig down 
beside the boat and immediately hooked 
up. That made it apparent that the trick 
was to get our flies down to the fish. A 
little later, when the tide went slack, we 
moved to a shallower area and caught a 
couple more fish. Capt. Bill was in con-
stant contact with fellow anglers trying 
to find us more fish. He did everything 
he could to get us into fish.

“We appreciated Bill’s candor 
about the fishing situation. It sold me 
on him as a guide, as did the fact that he 
worked hard to give us the best trip that 
conditions would allow. He also clearly 
had great general knowledge of the fish-
ery. I can’t wait to go back someday!”
Postscript: Taylor gives the cost of his 
five-hour outing as $400. He notes Capt. 
Bill will pick anglers up at Sargent’s 
Wharf in downtown Boston for an ad-
ditional $25.

 �
 �  Subscriber William Bartlow has 

good things to say about the Alaska 
float trip he took last August with Ouzel 
Expeditions, a company best known 

to subscribers of this publication for 
its trips to the Kamchatka Peninsula in 
Russia. Bartlow writes:

“The float trip I set up last August 
on a tributary of the Kuskokwim was 
very much a family affair. The six of us 
on the trip included my two sons, my 
brother-in-law, and two close friends. 
The trip was handled by Ouzel Expedi-
tions. I can see why they have been in 
business over 35 years because every-
thing went off without a hitch and as 
promised.

“During the weeklong float, we 
experienced rain every day, includ-
ing two full days of rain, but the river 
stayed clear and never seemed to rise. 
We caught too many rainbows to count, 

ranging in size from 12 to 24 inches, 
along with char to 27 inches and gray-
ling to 20 inches. Additionally, the six 
of us in one day caught more than 100 
silver salmon weighing as much as 15 
pounds. We used 6 and 7 wt rods for 
trout and 7 and 8 wts for the salmon. 
The black-and-white Dali-Lama was 
the fly of the week for trout. Anything 
with pink worked for the salmon, and 
anything with a bead worked well for 
grayling. Our only complaint for the 
whole week was that we almost ran out 
of Dali-Lamas!

“As for logistics, we arrived in An-
chorage and flew on to Bethel, where 
two bush planes took us to the river 
(three people in each plane). The guides 
had flown out the night before and had 
our first camp set up when we arrived. 
We stayed in three tents and took our 
meals in a large dining tent set up each 

night, so you could eat and stay out of 
the rain. Everyone had a chair so we 
could rest comfortably. The day started 
with coffee at 7:30, breakfast at 8:00, 
followed by 90 miles of float fishing un-
til you reached the next camp.

“The highlight of the trip was what 
luckily turned out to be a bluff brown 
bear charge. We beached our raft after 
seeing him 125 yards downstream. He 
looked up, saw us, and instead of run-
ning back in the brush ran at us huffing 
and snapping his teeth. At 25 yards he 
finally stopped and then took off up-
stream like he was terrified of us.

“Everyone was exhausted at the 
end of each day from catching fish. Sore 
hands, wrists, and shoulders were the 
norm: the best kind of tired there is. We 
experienced excellent fishing thanks to 
a fantastic outfitter and the three fabu-
lous guides he provided. Adam, Derney, 
and ‘Reps’ will never be forgotten. We 
all cherished their friendship and their 
great sense of humor. We couldn’t have 
had a better time.” 
Postscript: William gives the cost of the 
trip as $4,500 per person. More infor-
mation is available from Paul and Sha-
ron Allred at: www.ouzel.com. Write: 
paul@ouzelexpeditions.com.  

 �
 � Continuing subscribers will remem-

ber Austin Nye’s report in the Septem-
ber 2014 issue describing his catch of 
a six-foot mako shark on a 12 wt rod 
off the coast of San Diego, California. 
Well, Nye was so enamored of the ex-
perience he’s made a return trip this past 
June. He writes:  

“My second trip to San Diego to 
fish with Captain Dave Trimble in my 
quest to catch a grander mako was as 
memorable as my first. This time, Capt. 
Dave called me ahead of time and asked 
if a new Captain-in-training, Everet, 
could tag along. I didn’t have a problem 
with this, of course, as more crew would 
be beneficial in the event of a grander 
hookup. On arrival, I learned that Ev-
eret’s first trip with Capt. Dave resulted 
in a grander catch. Clearly, I was with 
the right people!  

“The first day was a bit slow, with 
only four makos caught in the 50- to 

http://www.fishboston.com
http://www.fishboston.com
http://www.ouzel.com
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Don Causey Note: More and more US 
subscribers are trickling into Cuba 
these days, as witness this gener-
ally upbeat report by subscriber Austin 
Nye. He approached the experience in 
the right frame of mind—that is, as an 
overall adventure that also included 
fishing. Nye, you will note, spent time 
and money to secure a permit to fish in 
Cuba on an approved People-to-People 
program administered by Avalon. The 
permit was issued by bonefish Tarpon 
Trust. That is what fully legalized Nye’s 
trip to Cuba, and that is why we are us-
ing his name on this report. As we have 
reported previously, non-permitted 
tourist travel to Cuba is still unlawful, 
no matter what you hear and no matter 
how many people are flouting the law. 
It’s a fact: the executive order opening 
Cuba does not nullify the underlying 
provisions of the Helms Burton Act, 
and draconian punishments stemming 
from that act are still on the books. 
That does not mean we think anyone is 
in great jeopardy as a result of going to 
Cuba. As we put it in our last report on 
Cuba, “No one seems to give a damn if 
you go to Cuba right now to go fishing, 
but for the record it IS still illegal to do 
that. Enjoy your trip.”

My trip to Jardines de la Reina 
took place this past June and 
continued through early July. 

Yes, I obtained the required  permit 
from Bonefish Tarpon Trust for around 
$500. The first leg of my trip was to 
Grand Cayman, where we acquired a 
visa to enter and exit Cuba. We were 
warned not to lose the exit portion 

of our visa, as it would cause us a lot 
of trouble when we tried try to come 
home. Fortunately, none of us found 
out just what that trouble consisted of. 

When we arrived in Cuba, we all 
did the happy dance upon finding our 
luggage was present and accounted 
for. Customs was uneventful, and after 

going outside and meeting the Avalon 
representative, we oohed and aahed 
at what we assumed were three of 
Fidel’s personal security limousines. 
Imagine our surprise when our Avalon 
rep popped the trunk of one of them 
and threw my bag in! We were then 
welcomed to take our seats inside the 
limousines! They were old Russian die-
sel vehicles with bulletproof glass and 
discolored shag carpet. You can rest 
assured our motorcade turned quite a 
few heads en route to the Hotel Parque 
Central. The ride from the airport to the 
hotel was like being in a time warp. 

Our trip to Jardines included 
transportation the next morning from 
Havana to the port where the boat that 
goes out to the archipelago is moored. 
The long bus ride allowed us plenty of 
time to interact and swap stories. We 
made a few stops along the way, too. 
One of my favorites was at a place that 
was reputed to offer the best piña co-
lada in Cuba. In all, the trip took about 
six hours. 

It’s a bit out of order to do so, but I 
should mention that our exit from Cuba 
was not as uneventful as our arrival. 
I am hesitant to discuss this here for 
fear of discouraging fellow subscribers 

80-pound range. I say the fishing was 
‘slow’ only because we caught twice 
as many the next day. On several occa-
sions, we had more than two fish under 
the boat at the same time. The chum just 
seems to have a mesmerizing effect on 
mako sharks. Several times, we were 
able to hook, fight, catch, and release 
one of the two sharks under the boat, 
then go on and target the second fish. At 
one point, I was able to catch three out 
of four fish under the boat.

“I must note that fishing on a Sat-
urday has its drawbacks in this area. 
Googans, kooks—whatever you want 
to call them—are out in abundance here 
on a fair-weather weekend. Multiple of-

fenders trolled through our chum slick 
and circled around our boat. We all 
watched tight lipped, muttering obsceni-
ties among ourselves. Fortunately, they 
tended to give us some much-needed 
space when we threw a fly in the water 
and started fighting one after another 
acrobatic mako shark.

“In all, we caught a dozen fish 
in two days. The largest weighed 80 
pounds. Truly, this area off San Diego 
is a special place. I would also like to 
note that we saw ocean sunfish, or Mola 
mola, at one point slurping sail jellies 
from the surface. In the right conditions 
and with the right fly, I believe they 
can be taken on fly tackle. To be sure, 

you would have to target fish of the 
right size. Ocean sunfish are the largest 
bony fish on the planet. The feeding fish 
we saw were in the 60- to 120-pound 
range. It would be interesting to know if 
anyone has ever targeted or caught one 
before.”
Postscript: Captain Dave can be reached 
at 928-380-4504. His web address is 
www.ontheflyfishingcharter.com. The 
rates given on the site are $575 for a 
half day and $800 for a full day, with 
the option to extend to 11 hours for 
$1,000. Austin Nye says he enjoys 
catching sharks on the fly so much that 
he plans to take this trip every year for 
the foreseeable future!

 � And Finally...

A US Angler’s Impressions of a Trip to Cuba
by Austin Nye

http://www.ontheflyfishingcharter.com
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from taking the plunge and finding out 
for themselves what Cuba is like. Still, 
if you are going to go to Cuba, you 
need to know what happened. Seems 
two out of our seven group members 
had their passports held at the custom 
agent’s counter and were asked to 
“Please step back.” I was the only one 
who spoke Spanish out of our group, 
so I asked to stay back with my friends 
so I could translate. The agent firmly 
instructed me to pass on through cus-
toms, and I did not argue. One of the 
two was let through after a few min-
utes. My other friend, however, with 
no explanation, was not allowed to 
pass through customs until a matter of 
minutes before our plane was to depart. 
He told us that he was asked numer-
ous questions in Spanish, to which he 
threw his hands up and admitted to not 
being able to communicate. He was 
never given an explanation as to why 
he was being detained and then finally 
allowed through. Perhaps they choose 
one unlucky soul as some sort of so-
cial science experiment? I don’t have 
the answer. If you find yourself in this 
situation, stay calm, stay cool, stay col-
lected, and be patient.

I know I am jumbling the order 
of this report, but let me turn to the 
Havana experience we had. It was a 
very unique experience. Imagine Latin 
America and Europe colliding under 
Communism, creating a situation 
where there are men whose only job is 
to argue about baseball all day long in 
the town square. True story; got it on 
video. Where the bones of amazing Eu-
ropean architecture, now somewhat de-
crepit, still spark the imagination and 
make one wonder what it must have 
been like in its heyday. Where smells 
of a uniquely Cuban cuisine waft out 
of doorways onto the street, with nar-
row staircases leading up to someone’s 
living-room-turned-restaurant. One of 
the best meals of my life awaited me 
at the top of one of those narrow stair-
cases. I will only say that this hole in 
the wall was near the War Museum and 
Alfredo or Pedro will be guarding the 
staircase. You would be doing yourself 
a disservice if you did not order the 

lechoncito mamón (suckling pig). 
Wandering the streets of Havana 

during the day or stumbling down 
them at night, there is an odd sense 
of security. The people are warm and 
inviting, and quite friendly. The clas-
sic cars are not a myth. They come in 
various forms, ranging from shiny and 
beautifully restored to rusted and fall-
ing apart, with most somewhere in be-
tween. My friend and I took the obliga-
tory $30 tour in a 1957 drop-top Chevy 
Bel Air. The 72-year-old with whom I 
was riding exclaimed that it was iden-
tical to his first vehicle, only  his was 
yellow and this one was blue. 

The market square in Havana is 
an interesting beast. More copies of 
Old Man and the Sea can be found 
here than anywhere else in the world, 

along with Cuban license plates, books 
about Che Guevara and Fidel Castro, 
magazines, and trinkets of all sorts. As 
for the nightlife, the banana margaritas 
at the Floridita (Hemingway’s bar) are 
drinkable in mass quantity. The cigars 
smell lovely and the atmosphere is 
electric. A live band jams in the corner 
opposite Hemingway’s statue as you 
walk in the door. Several blocks down, 
another live band can be heard in the 
night. The locals welcome goofy for-
eigners grabbing a maraca and dancing 
the night away along with them. True 
story; got it on video. If time and luck 
permit, the famous Buena Vista Social 
Club has a show that is worth every 
Cuban dollar it costs to go see. I am 
still enamored of that Spanish dancer I 
met in a rumba line toward the end of 
the show on July 4th.

As for the fishing, my trip was to 
Jardines de la Reina (Gardens of the 
Queen), an archipelago off the south-
ern coast of Cuba. Jardines offers fly 
anglers opportunities at several species 
on scenic mangrove flats, reefs, tidal 
inlets, and white sand beaches. Named 
by Christopher Columbus to honor the 
Queen of Spain, it used to be one of 
Fidel’s favorite fishing spots, according 
to reports. The main fishing attractions 
are permit, bonefish, and tarpon, but 
there are plenty of other species avail-
able. I personally did not experience 
any kind of tarpon action, in spite of 
being told that after a few days I would 
be sick of catching tarpon. I realize my 
experience is not typical, and I am not 
bashing the fishery. There is plenty of 
evidence that Jardines produces large 
numbers of tarpon. 

The bonefish action we had was 
fairly typical, I was told. We took 
plenty of two- to three-pounders, 
many of them tailing in the dwindling 
tide along mangrove-strewn mudflats. 
One of the trip highlights could only 
be described as a bonefish rodeo. It 
involved anglers in two boats deep in 
the mangroves on a high tide, cast-
ing at multiple schools and catching 
more bonefish than either of us could 
count, whooping and hollering with 
glee. Then there were the permit. Good 
Lord, the permit! We did not specifical-
ly target permit, and I still had over 20 
good shots at tailing fish. The highlight 
of my entire trip was casting at a 30- to 
40-pound permit we spotted, tailing in 
waist-deep water. 

The boat we stayed on in Jardines 
de La Reina, Avalon II, did not disap-
point. It is as beautiful as the pictures 
on Avalon’s website suggest. The crew 
is impressive, happy, accommodating, 
and eager to please. The rooms are 
very private and cozy, with en suite 
bathrooms and en suite air-condition-
ing. The dining area is a great hangout 
away from the sun, air-conditioned, 
and full of happy crew members ready 
to mix a cocktail or serve a pre-dinner 
appetizer. I took full advantage of the 
hot tub on the top deck, having my 
appetizers and cocktails served there 
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The Best of New Zealand 
Fly Fishing

For more than 20 years, we have 
specialized exclusively in New 
Zealand fishing and travel. Fly 
fishing is our central focus, but 
we are experts in many other 
activities available in New Zealand. 
We create exclusive fishing 
programs, as well as sightseeing 
and other nature-based activities.
Call for a brochure or visit New 
Zealand’s most exciting fishing site.    

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland

Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net

www.BestofNZflyfishing.com  

CUBAN FLY FISHERS
Your dream just came true...

CUBA IS OPEN AT LAST!
The new pristine destination for Bonefish, Permit 
and Tarpon. Come before everyone comes! We are 
the top agency for Fly Fishing in Cuba since 2000 
and we will take great care of you.  Ask us about 
legal visits for US travelers to Cuba.

Contact Information
Mike@cubawelcome.com
www.cubawelcome.com

Offices in UK and Havana /License # ATOL 6547
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contact Mike Lyons, The Angling Report, 4431 Greenwich Parkway, Washington, DC 20007 Tel: 202-770-9942. E-mail: mike@anglingreport.com.

while enjoying a beautiful view of the 
Gardens of the Queen. The aft mid-
level deck with its abundant seating 
and proximity to the bar and dining 
area served as a wonderful spot to 
swap lies and puff on Cuban cigars. 
The crew always took first-class care 
of everyone’s gear, carefully loading 
and unloading it, washing it down 
with fresh water, and storing it in the 
rod racks on the ceiling of the lower-
level aft deck. A handy map of the 
area is available to help you get your 
bearings, if you care to. I would like 
to add that we had an armed escort 
on board during our journey. He was 
a very pleasant fellow with a warm 
smile who seemed to enjoy his job of 
sitting aboard a luxury live-aboard 
monitoring fishermen. 

The meals aboard the Avalon II 
were nothing short of spectacular. Ev-

ery night was all-you-can eat lobster 
night, along with a catch-of-the-day 
offering (usually yellow jack or snap-
per) and shrimp with rice, beans, po-
tatoes, and other sides too numerous 
to mention. You will not go hungry 
aboard the Avalon II. Breakfast for me 
was fruit, and I packed fruit for my 
lunches every day, too. Others enjoyed 
eggs and bacon, ham, potatoes, rice, 
beans, omelets to order, and cereal.  

Avalon’s Tortuga setup is some-
thing to behold. The craft is some-
thing like boat barn. It serves as a 
dive center, a fishing lodge, and a 
fueling facility in the middle of Jar-
dines de la Reina, at least 60 miles 
away from Santa Cruz, the nearest 
port. There are some local freshwater 
crocodiles there, Nino and Franco. 
Nino is somewhat famous, as he is 
known to cooperate with those brave 

enough to hop in the water and shove 
a camera in front of his face. He never 
showed up during my trip, but Franco 
did during our final night. Our guide 
grabbed a zodiac and invited us to 
go check him out as he nestled in the 
mangroves. I ended up getting some 
good GoPro footage of him by reach-
ing down into the water with the little 
GoPro on a flimsy, three-foot plastic 
telescoping mount, to the point where 
my shoulder was in the water. In hind-
sight, sticking an object in front of a 
ten-foot crocodile at night, is probably 
not something I would do again. But 
that’s a true story; got it on video. En-
joy!—Austin Nye.
Postscript: The web address for Nye’s 
outfitter, Avalon, is www.cubanfish-
ingcenters.com. Bonefish Tarpon 
Trust’s address is www.bonefishtar-
pontrust.org. 
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Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business 
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting 

and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.

Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred

 P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,

E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com 

Native New Orleans 
Fly Fishing!

Louisiana’s rich waterways provide the 
perfect environment for enormous 
redfish, black drum, sheepshead and 
jack crevalle. 

• Captain Kenny Ensminger • 
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •  

• E-mail: kje24@live.com • 
• www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.

com •

FLY FISH 
NEW ZEALAND

Award winning,  ORVIS Endorsed,  Stone-
fly Lodge in the South Island is locat-
ed in the heart of brown trout heaven! 
4WD to dozens of wild crystal clear riv-
ers or heli-fish to pristine remote back-
country streams with our expert guides.

Fly Fish for Redfish  
Year-Round

Specializing in fly fishing, 
catch and release. Accom-

modations for up
to eight guests. 

Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold • 

• 504-237-6742 •  
• www.Laredfish.com •
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