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dateline: Cook Islands

Subscriber Report
A Crash Course on
Fishing Aitutaki
Editor Note: Subscriber Eric Wolfe and
his wife didn’t just go fishing on Aitutaki recently: they went exploring, too,
and took notes. His report will make it
crystal clear if this is your kind of fishing place. Thanks, Eric, for sharing
what you learned. Apologies for the cutting and pasting needed to make your
report fit our format.
y wife and I fished Aitutaki
this past April, staying at
Pacific Resort Aitutaki and
fishing with the E2 guides, Itu Davey;
his younger brother, Rua Davey; and
Rua’s twin brother, Tia Davey. Our
trip was put together for us by Bessie Bucholz of Yellow Dog Flyfishing
Adventures (www.yellowdogflyfishing.

com). You get to Aitutaki from the US
by flying from Los Angeles to Rarotonga, the largest of the Cook Islands,
on New Zealand Air, where you pick
up Air Rarotonga for the flight on to
Aitutaki. The main species available
here are very large bonefish and giant

M

trevally. I’ve fished bonefish for 25-plus
years, and bones here are by far the
largest I’ve ever encountered. The GTs
run from 30 to 100-plus pounds.
Most of the bonefishing is done
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here from poled skiffs in water three to
four feet deep. Typically, a single angler
stands on the bow and casts in directions called out to him by the guide.
The fishing is challenging for those who
are accustomed to fishing shallower
flats because the deeper water makes it
harder to see fish during windy weather
and harder to know when to strike fish.
Additionally, it’s harder in deep water
to calculate sink times for flies. On
my recent trip, I fished the flats mostly
when the winds were 20 miles an hour
or less, switching to the lagoons and to
fishing muds in periods of higher winds,
or when both of us on the boat wanted
to fish at the same time.
A good bonefisherman here will
catch big bones and probably way more
than expected. The same is true of giant
trevally. They were much more prevalent than I anticipated. We sight-fished
for them near the reef and had some
lucky hookups in the muds, too, when
we were chasing bonefish. I also caught
GTs from the beaches near the hotels
on the west side of the atoll. If you
target GTs, you’ll likely get multiple
shots each day. This is heart-pounding
fishing for great predators. You’ll see
plenty of GTs at snorkeling areas that
are chummed by tour providers, but I
resisted the temptation to cast for those
fish, as there were plenty of wild GTs
lurking in the lagoon. In my four days,
during some very difficult weather, I
rarely went more than a half hour without casting to a trophy bonefish or a GT.
The only thing that was less than
ideal about the fishing on my recent trip
was the relatively short fishing time we
had each day despite being picked up
at 8:30 AM. The problem was the early
hour we were quite often taken back to
the hotel (between 3:30 and 4:00 PM)
and the long transit time involved get-
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ting to and from the good fishing areas.
We also had some bad weather that kept
us off the water completely. My guide,
Itu Davey, told me he likes for his clients to book an entire week even if they
want to fish for only five. That makes it
easier, he says, to get them on the water
as many days as they expect.
As for tackle and equipment, I
highly recommend you bring your own,
as the guides are simply not able to provide high-end fishing tackle consistently
because of their remote location. Their
boats and engines are not sleek vessels
either, but they are adequate and very
tough, and they are maintained by guys
who really know the lagoon and reefs.
One piece of equipment you really
should bring are booties. I used Simms
Streamtread closed-toe wading sandals
all week whether I was boat fishing or
wade fishing. My wife used open-toed
wading sandals comfortably, as she did
most of her fishing from the boat.
The tackle I brought included an
8 and a 9 wt. rod for bones, and an 11
wt. for GTs. I brought a variety of reels
along, too, all with good drag systems.
Weight-forward 8 and 9 wt. floating/
intermediate clear tip lines did the trick
for bonefish except when I was fishing
the muds. At those times, I switched to
a 350-grain sink tip from Rio. For GTs,
I used a 550-grain GT Saltwater line
from Rio. As for tippets, I used ninefoot, 20-pound and 12-foot, 16-pound
line, moving up to 100-pound, or heavier, saltwater tippet for GTs. My choice
of flies tended toward heavier but smallish Bearded-Pink-Crazy-Charlies when
I fishing in three to five feet of water. I
lightened up some in shallower water.
Spawning shrimp with large orange
antennae and other miscellaneous lightbrown bearded flies were the trick in the
mud. For GTs, the guides recommended

darker GT or tarpon flies (e.g., Purple
Death), but effective colors apparently
depended on the baitfish present.
I should probably pass along my
view of the guides I used. Itu appears to
be the most experienced in fly-fishing
and also the most client-oriented of the
three brothers. His brothers, Rua and
Tia, are both great guys, but a little less
comfortable engaging with clients. Rua
consistently demonstrated a great ability
to see fish in three to five feet of water.
There is another much younger guide,
Tai, in training. The lagoon where you
do your fishing here is a tricky place to
navigate, with lots of coral heads randomly dispersed. All of the guides know
the lagoon like the back of their hands.
Interestingly, the lagoon has no sharks.
I would be remiss not to point out
that these guys are very interesting
people if you take the time and make
the effort to get to know them. One
cannot help but develop a high level of
respect for what they’re accomplishing
in turning their whole area into a sustainable sport fishery after generations
of netting. They started sportfishing in
2010, and the area has really blossomed
since then. Itu’s wife, Kahleena, told
me a dramatic story about Itu losing his
house and almost all his belongings to
a major cyclone shortly after he committed to guiding sportfishermen. In
a strange twist of fate, the only things
in his house that weren’t destroyed by
the storm were three fly rods he had
been given not long before. He had left
them leaning in a corner of his house. I
guess it was just meant to be. Anyone
who visits Aitutaki and experiences his
lagoon will be very thankful for that
outcome.
One thing that has not been widely
reported on before are the things you
can do on Aitutaki other than fish.
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Actually, there are quite a few things,
including lagoon snorkeling trips. My
wife and I checked these out and determined that the smaller boats (Tekka, for
example) had a greater variety of snorkeling spots than bigger boats such as
Vaka. On the other hand, Vaka provides
a really nice barbecue that features a
group of locals playing the ukulele and
singing tunes. Another activity to look
into here if you are blown off the water
is an Island Cultural Tour. The one my
wife and I joined included gathering
different kinds of fruit, driving to island
overlooks, and visiting sacred sites. An
anthropologist joined us for lunch and
moderated an interesting cultural/historical discussion.
Another thing my wife and I did
was check out the various lodging options on Aitutaki. We concluded that
the best accommodations on the island
by far are at Pacific Resort Aitutaki
(www.pacificresort.com), which is
where we stayed. Very good snorkeling is available nearby, and you can
catch an occasional bonefish and get
some decent GT shots right off the
shoreline north of the hotel grounds.
Our second choice of accommodations
would be Tamanu Beach Resort (www.

tamanubeach.com), followed by Etu
Moana (www.etumoana.com/en). If interested only in fishing, our pick would
be Aitutaki Village (fairly basic—www.
aitutakivillage.com) or Aitutaki Lagoon
Resort (www.aitutakilagoonresort.
com). These latter two are within walking distance of a few restaurants, plus
they provide ready access to the water
channel. On the downside, they do not
appear to provide convenient access to
snorkeling around multiple coral heads.
As for restaurants, the best settings my wife and I experienced were at
Black Rock Café and Rapae Restaurant
at Pacific Resort Aitutaki, but the Flying Boat Bar at Aitutaki Lagoon Resort
was nicely situated on the water. A
place called Tamanu had a good vibe
and was also close to the beach. We
also liked the setting of Blue Lagoon
Restaurant near Aitutaki Village, but we
didn’t get a chance to eat there. Koru
café, convenient to Aitutaki village,
was small and air-conditioned, but we
only consumed a delicious milkshake
there. This looked like a place you
could order pack lunches. Tamanu
Beach Resort and Pacific Resort both
offer island-dance buffet-dinner shows.
In our view, the dinner show at Tamanu

Beach was somewhat superior to the
dancing and the food at Pacific Resort.
Enjoy!—Eric, Wolfe.
Postscript: Wolfe gives the cost of his
trip as $400 per day for the guided fishing, plus a tip of $100 per day. He says
accommodation cost here varies greatly
depending on where you stay. The
range is from $200 to $800 per night.
He says you should budget $75 per day
for food. If you go to Aitutaki, by the
way, and want something additional
to check out, a World War II Memorial Project is underway there, at least
in part thanks to Angling Report subscriber Tim Welch. Yes, this is the same
Tim Welch that set in motion the forces
that led to the development of that new
fishing opportunity on Fanning Island
we have been writing about recently.
It involves a historic collaboration between a surfing travel company and a
fishing travel company that may lead
to a proliferation of new fishing lodges
in remote parts of the world. As for the
WWII Memorial Project, you can read
about it here: www.aitutakiww2.com.
I would be remiss to overlook the fact
that another Angling Report subscriber,
William Douglass, is an investor in the
project.

Briefly Noted
Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments
 You may have heard reports that
there is a growing problem with bad
alcohol in Mexico. Well, don’t underestimate the problem. You can die from the
kind of bad alcohol that is showing up
all over Mexico, including major tourist areas. We have that from the folks at
Global Rescue, the medical and security
evacuation company we recommend.
Here are some salient facts from an August 3 blog post titled “Tainted Alcohol
Danger in Mexico”:
The US Department of State takes
the tainted alcohol problem seriously
enough, Global Rescue reports, to update its safety and security advice for
Mexico, warning travelers who choose
to drink alcohol while in Mexico to do
so in moderation and to stop and seek
September 2017

medical attention if they begin to feel ill.
The heightened warning stems from an
investigation by the Milwaukee Journal

Sentinel into the death of a Wisconsin
woman who was vacationing at a resort
north of Playa del Carmen in Mexico.
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She reportedly drowned in the resort’s
pool while her brother, who survived,
became unresponsive and was declared
brain dead. Although the two had been
at the resort for only two hours, the
deceased woman was found to have a
blood-alcohol content of 0.25 and her
brother was found to have a 0.26. Following that report, at least three dozen
other reports emerged of travelers blacking out or becoming ill while staying at
resorts in Cancun and Playa del Carmen.
The underlying problem here is
what’s called counterfeit alcohol. It is
believed that nearly half of the alcohol
consumed in Mexico is illegal and produced in unregulated facilities. Much of
that illegal, un-taxed alcohol is industrial-grade alcohol that is much stronger
Volume 30, Number 8
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than the alcohol commonly used in
drinks. Some of it can raise a person’s
blood alcohol levels to dangerous levels
with just one drink. Also, industrial alcohols are not distilled to the same level
of purity as drinking alcohols. Because
of this, they can contain other chemicals, such as methanol, which is used
in windshield wiper fluid. Methanol is
deadly poisonous. As little as 10 milliliters can be fatal and can cause permanent blindness.
The Global Rescue blog post provides some commonsense advice on
how to avoid this problem. You can read
the entire blog post here: https://globalrescue.com/personal/blog/detail/TaintedAlcohol-Danger-In-Mexico. Counterfeit
alcohol is not a reason to avoid Mexico,
especially if you are going to stay at
a traditional fishing lodge where the
owner, or trusted associates, can keep an
eye out for this kind of thing. Bars and
restaurants are riskier, however. Mixed
drinks are more risky than beer and wine
served individually in sealed containers.—Don Causey.
 If you still doubt that Colombia is
back as a safe and viable place to go
peacock bass fishing, take a look at the
mobile river camp that has begun to operate on the Tomo River: www.afloatadventure.com. It’s clearly patterned after
the mobile river camps that River Plate
Anglers uses to host anglers comfortably on remote rivers in the Brazilian
Amazon. Up to now, with the exception
of one fixed facility, the only way you
could fish for peacocks in Colombia was
by camping on sandbars.
We heard about this new mobile
camp from Alex Zapata, a native Colombian who fishes full-time in South Florida under the name Silver King Charters
(www.silverkingcharters.com). Zapata
has been at the forefront of the revival
of peacock bass fishing in Colombia. He
calls it the greatest value in peacock bass
fishing today. Indeed, it may be, if cost
is an important part of your definition of
value. Zapata offers weeklong camping
trips for peacocks that cost only $3,400.
The weeks he has available on the Tomo
River cost only $4,000. They include six
September 2017

full days of fishing, two nights lodging
in a hotel in Medellin, and the charter
flight to and from Medellin to the fishing area, as well as lodging, guiding,
all meals, and as much beer as you can
drink. Compare that price to those being
charged in Brazil!
The Colombian mobile river camp
is not an exact copy of the River Plate
mobile camp model by any means. For
one thing, the individual cabins are
smaller, and the beds are simple cots.
The cabins are also not air-conditioned
at night, but that is rarely a problem in
Colombia, Zapata says. Indeed, it was
not a problem on the only trip I have
made in search of Colombia peacocks.
Another thing that’s different about the
Colombian operation is the size of the
skiffs (14-foot johnboats) and the size
of the motors (15 horsepower). As for

the fishing, there appear to be plenty of
big fish available. The website says the
biggest peacock taken on this river so far
weighed 26 pounds, which is a good fish
anywhere this species is found.
The fishing season in this part of
Colombia runs from January through
March. At this writing, Zapata says he
has four rods open January 6–13; and
ten rods open March 17–24. You can
reach him at 786-317-4733. If you book
a trip, file a report when you get back
and let the rest of us know what you
saw, heard, and caught.—Don Causey.
 Now, here is an interesting wrinkle:
a subscriber report from Mike Bodenchuk on a family-oriented fishing trip to
the East Cape area of Baja California.
Over the years, we’ve tried hard to in-
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spire a flow of such reports, mostly to
no avail because few subscribers seem to
go on family fishing trips, preferring to
go alone or with a single fishing buddy.
We’ve pretty much concluded that’s the
case because the fishing travel industry—from agents to lodges to guides—is
overwhelmingly focused on catering to
the individual market. Do-it-yourself
anglers at present seem to be about the
only ones going on family fishing trips.
Significantly, the following trip is essentially a do-it-yourself trip, albeit with
an expediter involved. Mike Bodenchuk
writes:
“I wanted to take my two grown
children and their spouses on a billfishing trip. I not only wanted them to catch
fish, but I also wanted to teach them
something about the how and why of
fishing. Both of my kids had been offshore, but neither of their spouses had
done that or even traveled outside the
United States. After more than a year
of looking for the right trip, I settled
on a trip to East Cape, with lodging to
be provided by Van Wormer Resorts
(www.vanwormerresorts.com). They
have a fleet of 48 boats consisting of
center console craft (they call them
super pangas) and cruisers. What sold
me on this trip was the availability of
Mark Daugherty of East Cape Guides
(www.eastcapeguides.com), through
whom I booked my trip. You can, of
course, book directly with Van Wormer
Resorts and arrange for a boat, captain,
meals, etc., but booking through East
Cape Guides made it possible for me to
customize my trip. I wanted to go roosterfishing, for example, in addition to offshore fishing, and he was able to arrange
that, along with a day of fly fishing for
roosters along the beach.
“We wound up fishing two days
out of super pangas and two days out of
cruisers. We caught marlin both days we
went offshore, raising 14 and hooking
seven. We landed six of those, one blue
and five striped. On the other days, we
caught two roosterfish, two yellowfin
tuna, one dorado, and some crevalle
jack. Mark provided all the tackle and
worked hard to get us linked up with
accommodating captains who would
Volume 30, Number 8
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concentrate on our priorities and not
just haul us out for tuna the way many
of the other boats were doing. He also
taught my kids the fundamentals of
big-game fishing, teaching them how to
set the lures and pitch baits. As for our
day of fly fishing from the beach, Mark
told us where to go and helped us select
flies but allowed us to fish on our own.
In Baja, beaches are all public areas, so
anyone with beach access (we had that
because we were staying at a beachside
hotel) is allowed to walk anywhere on
the beach and fish in the surf. While
we were most interested in catching a
roosterfish on the fly, this is an extreme
challenge, and we wound up settling for
tossing Clousers around rocks for small
snappers and ladyfish. Because of the
heat and the very clear water, the best
fishing was right at first light and again
at dusk. Wading into the water and casting flies while manta rays were jumping
out of the water less than 100 yards from
the beach is a memory we’ll all hold on
to.
“I’ve traveled in Mexico extensively
and speak Spanish, so I was far from
helpless. On this trip I wanted my family to have an authentic Mexican experience. That’s why I picked East Cape
rather than Cabo, Mazatlán, or some
other large resort area. The town of Los
Barriles in the East Cape area is essentially a small village. Each night, we
took a taxi to a different restaurant in the
village and then walked back to the hotel. Mark arranged for one of the restaurants to cook our fresh tuna one night,
and he came with us to dinner that night
at my invitation. In Mexico, an accompanero (as they are called) sets things up
and arranges meals, but then sits at the
bar while you’re off fishing. Mark calls
himself a guide and he did way more
than that. I’m very glad he did.
“As for our accommodations, we
stayed in what were called Garden
Rooms at the Palmas de Cortez. Each
room was $130 US per night. The super panga (which accommodates up
to three anglers) ran $325/day, and the
deluxe cruiser ran $600/day. The hotel
arranged very good lunches for us to eat
on the water for an additional charge.
September 2017

Mark charges $300/day for his services
and tackle, both of which were excellent. The extras included meals in town
(all six of us could eat for around $100/
night total), a bar tab at the swim-up
bar, and some miscellaneous bills for
rental equipment such as masks and fins.
The hotel arranged pickup and delivery
from the Cabo airport. Since our group
all arrived and left at the same time, the
round-trip total was about $250. I highly
recommend East Cape Guides and the
Palmas de Cortez for this kind of fishing
experience.”
 In the July issue, you’ll recall, in
his report on fishing Cosmoledo in
Seychelles, subscriber Ueli Zellweger
mentioned a number of “Indian Ocean
Slams” we had never heard of. Slam as
in Grand Slam, Flats Slam, Backcountry

Slam, Garbage Slam, etc. We promised
to ask Cosmoledo outfitter Keith RoseInnes about these new Slams, where
they came from, and what each one requires. Here is what he had to say:
“Indian Ocean Slams are something
we came up with locally. They are a fun
way to recognize the achievements of
anglers who fish with us. They are not
acknowledged by IGFA, but don’t take
that to mean they are not difficult to
achieve. Here is a list of the Slams we
acknowledge by giving the successful
angler a certificate for each species. We
also celebrate each Slam with a bell ring
in the evening: Bills and Bones (sailfish
or marlin, plus a bonefish on the same
day); Flats Slam (three species: bonefish, GT, and a triggerfish or milkfish);
Grand Slam (three species: Indo-Pacific
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permit, bonefish, and a GT, triggerfish,
or milkfish); Super Grand Slam (four
species: Indo-Pacific permit, bonefish,
GT, and triggerfish or milkfish); Golden
Grand Slam (five species: Indo-Pacific
permit, bonefish, GT, triggerfish, and
milkfish.”
Postscript: You can read more about
Cosmoledo fishing and Keith RoseInnes’s company at: www.alphonsefishingco.com.
 It just keeps on getting more complicated traveling internationally with
fly fishing equipment. Witness this latest
development we just heard about from
Honor Roll Subscriber John Lachin: “I
recently returned from a weeklong trip
to fish the Kola River on the Kola Peninsula of Russia. I will file a complete
report on the trip later, but there is an
issue of urgent general interest. I departed Washington Dulles airport (IAD)
on June 22nd for Murmansk (MMK),
connecting through Moscow (SVO) on
the 23rd. My checked baggage included
a 4.7-foot rod tube to accommodate an
older 14-foot, three-piece Spey casting
rod. The rod tube also included a 14foot, four-piece rod and a T-shirt that I
had rolled up and inserted to fill the tube
so the rods would not move around inside. When I retrieved the rod, I noticed
that the end of the tube with the zippered
opening was wrapped with Transportation Security Administration (TSA) tape.
Later, at the hotel, I removed the tape to
find that the lock on the zippered opening had been broken. Inside, was a TSA
card apologizing for the inconvenience
caused by the damage done to my luggage. Wait . . . there is more. On my
return from MMK to IAD via SVO and
JFK on July 1st, I closed the zipper end
of my rod tube with some duct and electrical tape. When I arrived at JFK and
retrieved my checked baggage, I noticed
that the end was still taped closed. I left
it that way, too, when I checked my bag
onward to Dulles. However, when I retrieved my bags at Dulles, the tape I had
placed over the broken zipper had been
replaced by TSA tape. This means that
TSA in Dulles and at JFK both opened
my rod tube for inspection. That clearly
Volume 30, Number 8
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suggests that neither was a random
occurrence. In fact, it suggests that
TSA may now be inspecting all rod
holders, and perhaps any luggage
containing fishing rods. I take that
to mean that all such luggage should
now be left unlocked, or secured with

a TSA-approved lock that can be
opened by TSA without damage.”
Don Causey Note: Anyone with
conflicting or related information is
urged to weigh in. Write: doncausey@anglingreport.com. As irritating
as this kind of thing is, by the way,

I personally thank TSA agents every
time I fly for helping keep us all a
little safer. That is, after all, what
they are trying to do with all those
searches. I always assume new initiatives like this are based on important
information.

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newsletter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find
one inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.”

 Subscriber John Lachin has weighed
in with a report on a salmon trip to Iceland handled for him at Arnes Lodge by
Arni Baldurson of Angling Lax-A (www.
lax-a.net), the largest sporting company
in Iceland, with more than 40 rivers under
its control. It’s been a while since we have
received a report on Iceland salmon, so we
are going to let Lachin tell the complete
story of his August 2016 trip to the Lax-A
in Adaldalur. He writes:
“The Lax-A, or Big Laxa, as it
is commonly called, flows northward
through the Adaldalur valley. Above that,
the river flows through Lake Mývatn and
then over falls that block the salmon migration. Above the lake, the river is a superb brown-trout fishery. The river is big
by Icelandic standards. In January 2016,
I wrote to Lax-A and they had only one
rod available on it for the entire season. I
immediately booked that space and purchased my own flights to/from the international airport in Keflavík. Lax-A provided
flights to/from there to Akureyri, as well
as ground transportation from there on to
the lodge.
“Iceland has strict requirements for
disinfection of all gear. You can either
have that done for you by a veterinarian before you leave your home country,
or you can have it done in the airport in
Reykjavik on arrival. I chose the latter
option and had no trouble finding the disinfection area just off the main walkway
as you leave the baggage/customs area.
They treated my rod handles, waders,
September 2017

boots, gaiters (overshoes), and reels/lines.
They did not treat my flies or assortment
of sink tips or leader material. That done,
I went outside to meet my transfer driver,
who was standing at the edge of the meet/
greet area waiting for me. Prior to my
trip, I had tied some flies I thought would
work, but in the past I’ve found that the
flies I tied for trips like this were either the
wrong color pattern or size. Consequently,
I arranged for the driver to take me to
Veidihornid, one of the superb fly shops in

Reykjavik, where I could purchase some
local flies. The owner recommended a variety of 12 and 14 double-shank and tube
flies. Then it was off to the airport for my
flight to Akureyri. I got to the airport just
as the 9:30 flight was boarding.
“On arrival in Akureyri, I was met by
another driver, who took me into town for
lunch. We were joined by another Lax-A
client, Jean François, who had arrived
earlier. The driver told us that there was
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no rush because we couldn’t check in until
1:30 or 2 PM. After lunch, we made the
hour-or-so drive to the lodge, arriving in
time for a bit of afternoon fishing.
“The schedule at the lodge called for
us to start the morning with breakfast at
6:30, then put on waders and gather our
gear for the drive to our assigned beat.
Morning fishing time was 7 AM to 1 PM,
followed by lunch and a brief rest at the
lodge before returning to the river to fish
again from 4 to 10 PM. Dinner was at
almost 11 PM, which meant we were to
retire around midnight, sleep six hours,
and start the cycle over again.
“As for the fishing, there had been
light rain the week before we arrived, but
there were weeks of bright, sunny days
before that, so there were few fresh fish
working their way up river. That does
not mean the river was devoid of fish. It
was, in fact, full of salmon, with many
tailing fish evident throughout the day,
some of them huge. The afternoon of the
day I arrived (a Monday), and the next as
well, there was a period of light rain but I
don’t recall that anyone reported success.
Wednesday morning, Jean-François and
I both caught nice brown trout weighing
around five pounds. Later that evening I
hooked a grilse that appeared to weigh
five to seven pounds. It was almost as
large as a full salmon on some rivers. The
fly came out just as my guide, Krauni, was
about to net it.
“On Thursday morning, the skies
were clear. I was fishing the pool at KnuVolume 30, Number 8

THE ANGLING REPORT
itsstavartin in Beat 6 when I hooked and
landed a hen of about 81 cm (just under
32 inches). I estimated its weight at 13
lbs. The fish took a no. 10 Munroe Killer
shortly after the beginning of the swing.
That was the full extent of my success.
Others on the trip also caught fish, but
mostly on much smaller flies. The smallest flies I had were size 14, same for
Jean-François and Krauni. Some of the
fishermen said that they raised fish using
a size 16 or micro-tube fly with fast short
strips on the retrieve, but it was hard to
land them with such small hooks. I would
conclude from this that the size 12 to 14
flies that I bought were too big, but must
hasten to add that Krauni at one point tried
a fly even larger than those I bought.
“I did all of my fishing on this trip
with a 14-foot Orvis Clearwater 9 wt.
with a matching 650 gn Hydros Spey 9
wt. line. The casting was from the left
bank facing downstream, much of it from
the bank itself rather than from the river.
The little wading I did was in water up to
my knees, well below the waist, within
a few feet of shore. Most of the wading
was mucky, interspersed with rocky areas
covered with weeds. The river was full of
floating weed that came from the lake. On
Tuesday, my first day, there was a strong
south wind that exacerbated the problem.
It improved somewhat on Wednesday and
Thursday. Earlier in the season the weed is
not that bad, I was told.
“Our lodging at Arnes Lodge was
comfortable, and the food was very good.
Some guests brought wine and booze.
I didn’t think to do so, but others were
generous to offer. The cost of my trip,
including transfers, was $6,750. That does
not include international airfare and some
costs relating to an overnight. The total
was about $9,500. I recommend the experience to fellow subscribers.”
 Jeff Schneider has good things to say
about the northern pike fishing he enjoyed
on Misaw Lake in Saskatchewan this
past June. He fished there with Misaw
Lake Lodge (www.misawlakelodge.com).
In four and a half days of fly fishing, he
says he landed over 130 pike between 35
and 40 inches and lost at least that many
more. He says others at the lodge who
September 2017

were using lures caught up to 500 fish,
with the largest measuring 45 inches.
Schneider describes Misaw Lake Lodge
as a small place with rustic accommodations. It can put up a maximum of 14
anglers. It’s clean and comfortable, he
says, with each bedroom having its own
bathroom. Most anglers enjoy shore
lunches, but he says he and his partner
just ate sandwiches. Importantly, he says
there are lake trout available, as well as
grayling. He and his partner did not try for
the latter at all, and they only tried briefly
for lake trout by trolling a fly. They caught
one that way, he says, but much preferred
the fishing for northerns, many of which
they took on poppers. He recommends the
experience to fellow subscribes. The only
small downside he can think of about the
trip is rough boat rides on occasion.

 Subscriber Tom Merker says bad
weather impacted his recent three-fishingday stay at Swain’s Cay Lodge on Andros
Island in the Bahamas, but he came away
satisfied enough with the experience to
rebook for a future date. He booked his
trip through Angling Destinations (www.
anglingdestinations.com), he says, arriving there on a Flamingo Air flight from
Nassau. “While I was at Swain’s there
was a low tide in the middle of the day,”
he writes. “That meant I was able to wadefish a lot on the eastern section of the
Middle and South Bights. That allowed
me to get into very shallow water where
I could see the fish in spite of some very
tough weather, namely, low pressure with
lots of clouds and considerable wind. The
fish were very spooky and moving faster
than usual. There were a good number of
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fish around, however: singles, doubles,
small schools. Some of the fish were quite
large, too. The big problem was their lack
of interest in flies. Also, the wind blew
up to 25 mph.” Merker gives the cost of
his stay as $3,500 for three days fishing/
four nights single-occupancy lodging.
“My guide, Shine, was great and so were
the accommodations,” he says in conclusion. “I recommend the place to fellow
subscribers.
 Subscriber Chris Moffatt says he had
a spectacular time at Kooi Noom in 2016,
a rainbow trout destination in Southern
Patagonia, but his trip there this past
February, booked for him by Fly Water
Travel (www.flywatertravel.com), was
very disappointing. The problem was low
water in Rio Capitan, the water he most
wanted to fish. There were plenty of fish
in Lago Toro and the spring creeks around
the lodge, he says. In fact, they produced
larger fish than they did during his trip in
2016. Rio Capitan, however, produced
only small (12-inch) fish in the lower and
part of the mid beats. Moreover, the upper
river was closed to fishing and much of
the middle beat was unfishable. The falls
were dry, and there were fish stranded in
pools with no flow in or out. He goes on
to offer this overall assessment:
“After a spectacular first trip to Kooi
Noom in March of 2016, I decided to
take my son back this year. The wild
windswept beauty of southern Patagonia
was still awe-inspiring, and seeing Perito
Moreno Glacier was again worth the cost
of the trip. The lengthy drive from El
Calafate provided the same great views
of the Andes. Guanacos, rheas, and soaring condors were still in abundance. So
much was familiar and exciting until we
arrived at the lodge and learned about the
dangerously low water in Rio Capitan and

Correction

 Subscriber Tom Gorman tells us
he provided a wrong web address
for Billseeker Sportfishing, the Malaysian outfitter he mentioned in his
June 2017 report. The outfitter, you’ll
recall, took Gorman sailfishing on
the fly in the town of Kuala Rompin.
The correct web address is: www.
billseeker.com.
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a fish die-off that had occurred there, all
but eliminating the big fish from that river.
It was still fishable, we were told, but 12inch fish were the norm. This was a major
disappointment because, to be honest, my
son and I were there for one reason: to fish
the pocket water of the Rio Capitan for
large fish.
“In 2016, each pair of anglers fished
each of the three beats on the river, interspersed with two days on the spring
creeks and one day on Lago Toro. This
year, two pairs of anglers were assigned to
the spring creeks three times and to Lago
Toro twice with only a single pitiful day
on the Rio Capitan. One group was stuck
on the river two unproductive days. The
upper river was closed to angling and the
middle portion of the river was very low
and unfishable in the upper section. The
waterfall was dry. One of our groups only
fished the middle section for a half day
before quitting because they continually
found fish in small pools with no inlet or
outlet. These fish panicked when approached and beached themselves in an
effort to get away. After netting a fish to
try and move it to a better pool, we decided it was cruel to continue to fish. The
lower river was marginally better only
because of the retention dams, which provided deeper water in the lowest section
near the estancia house. I am very upset
that Alex at Kooi Noom chose not to inform us, or our agent, Flywater Travel, of
the condition of the Rio Capitan.”

Rebuttal Statement by Kyle
Kolodziejski of Fly Water Travel:
“Thank you for giving us the opportunity
to comment on Chris Moffatt’s report on
his experience at Kooi Noom. Chris’s
comments are consistent with the feedback we received from him and from others in his group following the trip. As you
can see from Chris’s own comments, Kooi
Noom is a spectacular destination and one
worth revisiting. Last season, between
November 2016 and March 2017, dozens

of our clients visited Kooi Noom and the
post trip reports we received were on par
with client reports from previous years,
with only light mention about low water
conditions and none expressing this as a
major concern. The Moffatt group was the
last of our clients to visit and first to share
such dismal reviews about their experience at Kooi Noom during the 2016/2017
season. Early on, and as the season began
to unfold, we were informed by Alex and

Nico Trochine, owners of Far Away Fly
Fishing and cofounders of Kooi Noom,
that snowpack in the Andes was down
significantly, resulting in water levels
lower than normal. He told us arriving
anglers should be prepared for low-water
fishing tactics (i.e., lighter tippets, smaller
flies, etc.). There was no mention of
‘dangerously low water,’ ‘significant fish
kill,’ ‘closed sections of the Rio Capitan,’
or ‘expectations should be reduced for
in-bound anglers.’ Prior to the Moffatts’
arrival, all of the information we received
from clients and the outfitter indicated
the quality of the overall fishing and the
experience at Kooi Noom was good.
Generally speaking, Kooi Noom is a multifaceted fly fishing venue in the remote
reaches of Southern Patagonia. Although
the fishing program offers some excellent
spring creek and small lake fishing, the
main draw for most anglers, including
Chris Moffatt, is the chance to fish the fast
pocket water of the Rio Capitan for large
trout. We agree with Chris: without full
access to the three beats on Rio Capitan
the overall fishing experience at Kooi
Noom is compromised. It should be noted
that the lack of snowpack in the Andes last
year affected fishing conditions throughout most of Southern Patagonia. Looking
forward to next season, the snowpack in
the Andes is significant so far this winter
season. Water levels are expected to be
back to normal for the 2017/2018 Patagonia fishing season.”

And Finally . . .

More on the Salmon/Striper Conflict in Eastern Canada
by Don Causey
 Our report in the July issue about a
new sportfishing opportunity for striped
bass on the Northwest Miramichi in New
Brunswick, Canada, is assuredly not the
last report we’ll publish on this subject.
Neither is this one you are now reading.
Why? Because the underlying issues here
are just too interesting and important.
Those underlying issues include a perceived threat to Atlantic salmon populations (the stripers are said to be preying
on juvenile salmon, or smolts) and the
possible emergence of a new, financially
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important sportfishery for stripers. Add a
dash of class conflict, a pinch of disagreement over Indian netting, plus some speculation about the possible impact of climate
change, and you have a truly rich soup that
begs to be stirred.
The climate change part of the equation stems from speculation that warming
seas may be behind the surging populations of stripers in eastern Canada. There
is no consensus on this at all, mind you,
with majority opinion siding with those
who say stripers have come back in east-
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ern Canada because they were protected.
The same thing would happen in the US,
the argument goes, if we quit netting them
commercially and imposed sensible sport
harvest quotas. As for the class conflict
involved here, that stems from the average
demographic of the people who fish for
salmon versus those who fish for stripers.
Though some anglers pursue both species,
by and large, rich people chase salmon and
those of more modest means chase stripers. Clearly, a winner-take-all fight over
which species to conserve would have soVolume 30, Number 8
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ciopolitical dimensions. As for the Indian
netting issue, I’ll get to that in a moment.
The impetus for this follow-up report
all comes from material I found in the
August 10th issue of the Atlantic Salmon
Federation News, an online bulletin published by the Atlantic Salmon Federation
(www.asf.ca) in Chamcook, New Brunswick. The first item that caught our eye
is one asking readers to help monitor the
spread of striped bass in salmon rivers. It
speaks volumes about the concern salmon
advocates have about the spread of stripers: “There has been an alarming increase
in the number of striped bass sightings
far upstream from tidewater in Atlantic
Canada, Quebec and even Labrador in
2017,” the item says. “ASF (Atlantic
Salmon Federation) is now asking anglers
to share their sightings in salmon rivers
with our biologists by filling out a simple
one-page survey. Anglers can provide
valuable information in understanding the
impact the striped bass may be having on
juvenile salmon and other fish.” Here is the
address for the survey if you would like
to participate in it: www.surveymonkey.
com/r/asfbass.
The second item is a newspaper
article that suggests salmon anglers are
ready to consider a commercial harvest of
stripers by indigenous groups to bring the
population under control. To be sure, the
article was not written by ASF (it appeared
in the Telegraph-Journal in St. John, New
Brunswick), but the fact that it appeared
uncritically in ASF’s newsletter suggest
a positive attitude toward the ideas expressed in the write-up. ASF’s introduction
to the article simply says: “The massive
increase of striped bass numbers, and their
being found dozens of miles upriver from
tidewater, is bringing new attention to the
species.” Here is the article in full:
Possible Harvest of Striped Bass
Could Be Part of Salmon Solution
by John Chilibeck
An aggressive fish that anglers fear
is devouring endangered juvenile salmon
could be coming to a dinner plate near
you. Federal fisheries minister Dominic
LeBlanc says he’s looking into the idea
of opening a commercial fishery for local
indigenous groups that want to harvest
September 2017

striped bass.
An outspoken First Nations chief says
it’s about time.
“We’ve been waiting to sit down with
these characters for years to talk about
this,” said Eel Ground Chief George Ginnish of federal officials. “We’re ready to
go.”
Sport anglers for the last several years
have been warning that stripers have been
exploding in population and moving farther up rivers than they ever have before.
Known for their huge appetite, the stripers
have been the subject of intense debate
in fishing camps across the province.
Some anglers blame the stripers for eating
little salmon before they can grow up to be
spawners.
“The scientific advice is not conclusive that catching more striped bass is
necessarily the most effective way to help

the recovery of Atlantic salmon,” LeBlanc
said during a press conference in Moncton
last week. “It’s part of a solution. I have
shown a willingness to increase the striped
bass fishery well beyond what it was in
previous years and I am looking to do
more in terms of allowing more retention.”
LeBlanc said his department needed
to talk to indigenous communities about
a commercial striped bass fishery. He
also said he wanted to wait to hear more
options on striped bass management
measures from his department’s experts.
“As soon as I do, I’ll be prepared to make
whatever decisions are necessary. I am
one who shares the view that an increased
striped bass fishery, if it can be done sustainably from an ecological perspective,
offers economic and recreational opportunities to a whole bunch of people, and we
should be wide open to those.”
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Ginnish, whose First Nation is inland
from the estuary of the Miramichi River,
said several Mik’maq nations had been
asking for a commercial striped bass fishery for years. He said the striper population has exploded. “You can’t miss them.
You should come up here next May. When
they first start spawning, it’s like a current
in a river going in all different directions.
The water just bubbles. You have to see it.
And they’re voracious. They’ll practically
eat anything that’s smaller than they are.
And that’s salmon, trout, anything that’s in
the water.”
The Coalition for Better Atlantic
Salmon Management in New Brunswick
has been pushing Ottawa to allow for a
bigger striped bass catch. Spokesman
Tom Pettigrew contributed an op/ed piece
last month that said the Department of
Fisheries and Oceans had been unacceptably slow to respond to its inquiries about
stripers that were sent in April and May.
Meanwhile, in the latest issue of River
Notes, a publication of the Atlantic Salmon
Federation, a photo by Greg Dixon was
submitted showing a striped bass caught
in the Restigouche River with its stomach
open and three small salmon parr inside.
“There have been numerous reports of
striped bass being observed and angled by
people on wild Atlantic salmon rivers this
summer,” the article states. “Landings are
being reported from estuaries to pools far
upstream. A Striped Bass was observed
at the 13.5-mile pool on the Moisie River
recently.” The Moisie, which drains into
the St. Lawrence River in eastern Quebec,
is considered one of the most important
spawning grounds of wild Atlantic salmon.
Chief Ginnish said the stripers were
also penetrating deep into New Brunswick
territory. “In our case, where our options
aren’t as plentiful as those bands along the
coast, and the striped bass are right in our
part of the river right in front of our home,
displacing our primary source of food, the
salmon, it would be a logical step to have
not only a commercial but a recreational
fishery that we’d play a big part of managing.” The chief said his community’s fishery had little opportunity to grow because
there’s so much pressure on endangered
salmon. He said if Ottawa was serious
about reconciliation with First Nations, it
Volume 30, Number 8
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would be open to talks on striped bass.
The commercial season, he said, could go
from late April right till early November,
offering the opportunity for more employment in one of the poorest communities in
the province. Eel Ground and two other
nearby Mik’maq First Nations near the
Miramichi have a combined population
of 3,000. “We’ve been promised by DFO
to sit down to discuss it but it hasn’t happened yet,” Ginnish said. “The stripers are
everywhere. The spawning ground used
to be right off our community but there’s
so damn many of them now the spawning
ground goes from Eel Ground all the way
up to Red Bank Bridge.”
Biologists in 2015 estimated striped
bass counts in the Miramichi River
system at around 300,000, with anglers
reporting them as far upriver as the
Boiestown area, 100 kilometres inland.
Back in 2011, the rough count stood at
around 100,000, with observers with
groups like the Miramichi Salmon As-

sociation already calling it a comeback
of epic proportions for a species that only
recorded between 3,000 and 5,000 fish in
1993. Meanwhile, harvesting a salmon
grilse has been banned on all New Brunswick rivers for three years straight, the
first time in history.
But the question of whether stripers
are eating all the salmon smolts is up for
serious debate. DFO conducted a science
study of the stomach contents of stripers between 2013 and 2015 that showed
its diet was “very diverse and consisted
of numerous saltwater and freshwater
species,” according to the department’s
website. Although they occasionally ate
salmon smolts, it did not appear to represent a significant part of its overall diet.”
Don Causey Note: We are not about to
take a position for or against salmon or
stripers here at The Angling Report, of
course. Both are important species that
subscribers to this publication care deeply
about. That’s not to suggest that we are

opposed to letting an appropriately robust
striped bass sportfishery emerge in eastern
Canada. What’s not to like about that? It
will help make stripers valuable in Canada
and thus less likely to be overharvested
the way they have been here in the US.
Our job is to encourage the development
of sustainable and compatible sportfishing opportunities and then help you figure
out how and with whom to enjoy them.
In that connection—Wake up, booking
agents! You, too, young guides with trailers and a sense of adventure. What are
you waiting for? There is a new sportfishery already extant, ready to be tapped.
Anyone who jumps on this opportunity is
urged to keep us posted on new developments. As for subscribers, a place on our
Honor Roll is reserved for any subscribers who take part in, and report on, trips
in search of stripers in eastern Canada.
Write: doncausey@anglingreport.com.
Try doncausey@msn.com if that mail box
is not working.
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Fly Fish for Redfish
Year-Round
Specializing in fly fishing, catch
and release. Accommodations for
up to eight guests. Six flats boats
running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold •
• 504-237-6742 •
• www.giantreds.com •
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The Best of New Zealand
Fly Fishing
For over 25 years, we have specialized exclusively in New
Zealand fishing and travel. Fly fishing is our central focus,
but we are experts in many other activities available in New
Zealand.
We create exclusive fishing programs, as well as sightseeing
and other nature-based activities. Call for a brochure or visit
New Zealand’s most exciting fishing site.

 NEW ZEALAND 

Trout Fishing

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland
Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail:
info@BestofNZ.net

www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Stalking, and sight casting to large wild brown trout in crystal clear waters •
Award winning luxury lodge surrounded by 3 National parks and dozens of
rivers & streams • Heli-fishing into remote pristine wilderness a specialty.

See Angling Report Dec 2010 Vol 23 no.12 or send for our free DVD • info@stoneflylodge.co.nz • www.stoneflylodge.co.nz
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