
Edi to r  No te :  Our  subscr ibers 
consistently provide the best material 

we publish, as witness this report 
on how to arrange a self-guided 
float-fishing trip in Alaska. It’s by 
subscriber Donald Childress, who has 
float-fished in Alaska 15 times over 
the last 25 years. Many of those were 
trips he put together himself. Enjoy! 

My first Alaska float trip 
was a guided expedition 
on the Kanektok River. It 

opened my eyes to the wonderment 
of  wi lderness  f ly  fi sh ing .  The 
remoteness of such a trip, I learned, 
adds to the inherent excitement and 
feeling of adventure that comes from 
fly fishing for salmon and large trout. 
That’s not to say I was completely 
happy with the trip. As a guided, 
group outing, it necessarily catered 
to the needs of the least mobile folks 
in the group. I accepted that, but it 

left me with the feeling that a self-
arranged float trip would be a lot 
more enjoyable. For example, we 
made camp every evening in a place 
where everyone could get around 
easily, not necessarily where the 
fishing was best. Also, as customers, 
we had no input into decisions as to 
where to camp, the food to eat, how 
long to fish, and so on. As a control 
freak, I found this hard to take.

During the trip, I took it upon 
myself to learn everything possible 
about floating, camping, and fishing, 
knowing that I wanted to do this 
on my own with a chosen group 
of friends. Here are some basics I 
learned: Always go with enough folks 
to fill at least two boats; this is for 
safety in case something happens to 
one of the rafts. Two or three anglers 
for each raft works well. More than 
six people on the trip increases 
the odds of incompatibil i ty and 
encroachment on the desirable fishing 
spots, plus food selection becomes 
more difficult. Pick a river that you 
have researched well (more on that 
later). Rafts with rowing frames 
work better than paddle rafts because 
passengers can fish while the raft is 
moving. Educate yourself on camp 
hygiene and bear protection—this is 
very important. 

The first issue with trip planning 
is when and where to go. For the 
when ,  ea r ly  season  i s  usua l ly 
considered June and early July, mid-
season July–August, and late season 
late August–September and into 
October. If you want king salmon, 
you would go in the early season. 
The upside is large fish that take a 
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fly aggressively; the down side is the 
greater numbers of both anglers and 
biting insects. Late season is when 
the trout are larger from consuming 
salmon eggs and flesh all summer, 
silver salmon are available for dinner, 
and the irritating insects are much 
more manageable. 

Having fished all the seasons, I 
prefer the period from late September 
to early October, when the trout are 
larger and feeding aggressively and, 
in southwest Alaska, the silvers are 
available for a fresh salmon dinner 
most evenings. The weather in late 
fall can be anywhere from delightful 
to misty rain to downright ugly. Good 
rain gear is essential for any Alaskan 
trip. In waders and hooded rain gear, 
you will stay warm, dry, and fishing 
comfortably all day.  

My goal in choosing a river is 
to find one within my boatmanship 
capabilities (most tundra rivers are 
low gradient and easy), not overly 
impacted with lodges, and known to 
have decent trout fishing. Most of 
my trips target rainbows and silvers, 
al though I  have also fished for 
sheefish and pike; char and grayling 
are also available in most rivers. 
Broadly speaking, the Kuskokwim 
drainage is the farthest north you can 
go for rainbows, as they are largely 
unavailable north of the Arctic Circle. 

Some of the books that give 
good information on rivers, camping, 
floating, and fishing that I have used 
are: Alaska Fishing: The Ultimate 
Angler’s Guide by René Limeres 
and Gunnar Pederson, Flyfisher’s 
Guide to Alaska by Scott Haugen, 
Floating Alaska! Planning Self-
Guided Fishing Expeditions by Don 
Crane, and Alaska Atlas, which has 
“topo maps of the entire state.” These 
are worthwhile reads for first-time 

floaters on Alaskan rivers. One thing 
you will only learn when you get 
there is the overpowering feeling of 
isolation when the plane takes off 
after leaving you in the wilderness, 
usually at a lake, and you listen as 
its engine noise is smothered in the 
silence.

Once you decide on a potential 
river, the internet will guide you to 
an outfitter that services the area 
in question. A phone call will get 
you information on rivers in the 
area that are appropriate for your 
abilities and desires. Most also will 
rent you the rafts, tents, cooking and 
eating utensils, stoves, and other 
gear that are too bulky for modern 
airline travel. Renting a satellite 
phone is a good safety measure, and 
a GPS is handy for telling where 
you are on the river, since it is most 
important for you to meet your 
pickup appointment on time.

Food of course is an important 
issue. It is important to make a day-
by-day and meal-by-meal  menu 
from which you make a shopping 
list for the group. For most trips 
I go a day early and shop at the 
Anchorage Costco for food supplies. 
A week’s supply usually comes to 
about $200 per person, including 
box wine, which tastes pretty good 
in the wilderness. For the last couple 
of trips, we have also sent a couple 
of boxes of nonperishable items 
by mail to the outfitter to hold 
for us. The savings over Alaska’s 
prices is usually more than the cost 
of shipping. Also, the savings in 
Anchorage is significant over buying 
supplies at your exit village.  

Some of  the  r ivers  I  have 
floated include the Kanektok, Good 
News, Aniak,  Kiseralik,  Kobuk, 
Talachul i tna ,  Alexander  Creek , 
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Deshka, Moose Creek, and Lake 
Creek. My current favorites will 
have to remain a secret, but I am 
always looking for new waters and 
adventures. It is important to know 
in advance where the problems on 
the river might be. Your outfitter/
pilot will be able to advise you. If 
possible, ask to fly over the river on 
the way to the drop-off so you can see 
major tributaries, log jams, and so on. 
Marking those spots as waypoints on a 
GPS is ideal. 

On float trips, setting up camp 
each evening is very important. 
Usually there is enough driftwood 
for a fire, the center of an evening’s 
cooking and camaraderie.  When 
unsure of the driftwood at a camping 
site, I have occasionally collected 
wood during the day’s float, but that 
is rare. Unless the weather is crystal 
clear, I set up a cook tent using a tarp 
and the oars for two or three lean-to 
type tent poles. I also bring a larger 
tarp that can be set up over the tents 
if the rain is severe. Weather is always 
an issue, but with proper raingear and 
wearing your chest-high waders from 
the time you get up until you go to 
bed, you can stay comfortable. The 
tarps will also keep the non-fishing 
hours manageable. 

Besides a good fishing site, there 
are a couple of other important issues 
when choosing where to camp. You 
will want to camp on a gravel bar out 
in the open for two reasons: the breeze 
will blow away the bugs (spend ten 
minutes under the trees and you will 
understand), and if a bear decides 
to investigate your camp during the 
night, you will hear it coming and be 
able to prepare. The guides that I have 
talked to seem to prefer a 12-gauge 
shotgun loaded with slugs as a bear 
deterrent, so that is what I took on my 
early trips. But due to airline baggage 
restrictions, now I use firecrackers, as 
the noise and flash will send a bear 
running. I have used this technique 
on two different occasions. The most 
important bear safety feature is to keep 
a clean campsite; don’t leave dirty 
dishes, put all food away, and don’t 

clean your dinner salmon near your 
campsite.

In the fall, egg patterns and flesh 
flies are my go-to flies for trout and 
char, using a 6- or 7-weight rod. The 
largest trout I have taken was 30 
inches, but we catch many in the 24- 
to 27-inch range. I also take along a 
few dry flies to fish for grayling. When 
unsure what species I will be fishing 
for, I use a bright orange Woolly 
Bugger, since almost everything will 
eat that. For silver salmon I use 
a rabbit-hair leach pattern, size 2, 
in various colors but usually start 
with cerise or magenta. I use a 7- or 
8-weight rod for the salmon. If you go 

in early summer to target kings, take 
lots of insect spray and a 10-weight 
rod with appropriate flies. Black 
rabbit-hair leach patterns work well 
too.

Some of the camping items that I 
find are indispensable include these: a 
camp shovel, hatchet, small hand saw, 
collapsible water bucket, plenty of 
rope for tent poles, water filter system, 
emergency kit, bear deterrent (bear 
spray and firecrackers), tarp for the 
cooking area, weather-proof camera, 
and a Leatherman-type multi-tool.  

One final bit of advice. My dental 
background compels me to remind 
you to brush your teeth before bed, 
no matter how tired you may be. And 
enjoy the adventure! —Don Childress

Editor Note: Brian Green has long 
been an Honor Roll subscriber and 
he has offered up many credible and 
detailed reports to readers of The 
Angling Report throughout the years. 
His recent November trip to Mexico 
provided both him and his wife with 
the opportunity to explore and fish in 
the less-crowded, yet still productive 
waters of Chetumal Bay. Brian had 
this to say about their experience:

It has been more than ten years 
since the last Angling Report 
review was filed on Costa de 

Cocos Lodge in Xcalak (http: / /
costadecocos.com/fishing.html), a 
small village just a few kilometres 
north of the Belize border in Mexico. 
So it’s time for an update. The lodge 
was built some thirty years ago to 
cater to divers who explore the reefs 
on the Caribbean coast just offshore, 
bu t  the  owner,  Dave  Randa l l , 
expanded his clientele more recently 
by catering to the angling community. 
His lodge runs up to 14 boats, mostly 
into Chetumal Bay, a 15-minute ride 
south along the coast and through a 
channel guarded by a Mexican Coast 
Guard outpost. Chetumal is as large 
as Ascension Bay and Espirito Santo 
Bay combined, and it’s lavishly 
endowed with bonefish,  permit , 
tarpon, jacks, and snook.

My wife, Valerie, and I booked 
a week in mid-November and flew 
into Cancun airport. Our drivers met 
us there in their well-maintained VW 
van for the five-hour trip to Xcalak. 
Even with an hour diversion to pick 
up another couple who had been 
staying in Playa del Carmen, we 
made it to Costa de Cocos in time 
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for pre-dinner drinks and a delicious 
supper. The drive (fully included in 
the price of our week) is on well-
maintained paved roads and, though 
long, was comfortable and sometimes 
interesting.

The lodge consists of a central 
restaurant and bar, with plenty of 
outdoor seating, surrounded by 16 
single-room thatched-roof cottages 
right on the beach. The rooms are 
comfortable and clean but on the 
rustic side, with ceiling fans and 
screened windows in place of air 
conditioning—a far step up from some 
fishing camps I’ve stayed at but not the 
five-star sort of resort favored by some 
anglers. Some of the rooms have one 
bed while others have two, but all have 
washrooms and showers. Meals at the 
restaurant were uniformly excellent: 
full breakfasts on order, snacks on 
arrival after the day’s fishing, and really 
outstanding evening meals, either the 
daily special or from the extensive 
menu. Sandwich lunches are provided 
on the boats. The Randalls also have 
a nearby microbrewery, so their 
craft beers are available along with a 
selection of wine and more commercial 
beers. All manner of creative cocktails 
are served up by a talented bartender 
as well (and all included). A recently 
added distillery provides some of the 
ingredients for the cocktails as well as 
craft whisky and other libations.

While November is not prime 
season for fishing the Caribbean, we 
were more than happy with our daily 
excursions into Chetumal Bay with 
our very able guide, Julio. Bonefish 
are plentiful and average about three 
pounds, though much larger fish are 
common. As might be expected, the 
farther into the bay you venture, 
especially in the many creeks and 
lagoons and wetlands, the better the 
chances of spotting large schools and 
big fish. We saw cruising permit both in 
the bay and on the inside of the reef in 
the open Caribbean. Julio took us for a 
morning trip north along the shore to a 
series of inlets and creeks and lagoons 
to search for baby tarpon.  

The best tarpon fishing is in the 

early summer months when the full-
grown variety cruise the beaches and 
bays, but the young ones can be found 
year-round in the brackish lagoons 
behind the beaches. We saw several, 
but failed to catch one; however, on the 
way back to the lodge, Julio spotted 
a school of permit and we were each 
able to get one of those to the boat. We 
never spent any time looking for snook, 
but other anglers targeted them with 
reasonable success.

We fished with 7 wt. rods mostly, 
switching to an 8 wt. in heavy winds, 
and we carried a 9 wt. for baby tarpon. 
Our most successful fly (though it was 
the one we used most) was Veverka’s 
Mantis Shrimp, both for bonefish and 
permit. In very skinny water, where 
the Mantis Shrimp’s bead chain eyes 
would spook the fish, we switched 
to Martin Joergensen’s One Mallard 
Shrimp with excellent results. Julio 

liked Black Death for the baby tarpon, 
but when they would not turn to the fly, 
he switched to a small popper.

In the last Angling Report review 
some ten years ago, there was concern 
expressed about  overfishing in 
Chetumal Bay, but we saw no evidence 
of it. On most days, we saw no other 
boats, even those from our lodge. The 
Randalls run a service for passengers in 
the cruise ships that put in at Majahual, 
about an hour north of Xcalak, ferrying 
them to the lodge for a half day of 
fishing in Chetumal. We saw only one 
of these excursion boats and the couple 
aboard were unhappy that they had 
been brought to this huge shallow bay 
when they wanted to catch grouper out 
on the reef! If all of Costa de Cocos’s 
14 boats had been engaged, I can see 
how the most accessible parts of the 
bay, near the entrance channel, might 
have been more crowded with half-day 
excursion clients. However, during our 

stay, only three of the lodge’s boats 
were in use at any time, and we saw 
little evidence on the flats of guides 
from the other three or four operations 
in Xcalak. The fish were plentiful 
and no more wary than we have 
experienced in other locations—indeed, 
a lot less wary than more heavily fished 
parts of the Bahamas and Florida.

The fishing is almost exclusively 
from the front platform of a wooden 
panga, with the guide standing at the 
back, poling and spotting fish. It is 
possible to wade in some areas where 
the bottom is firm enough, and we 
took advantage of those opportunities. 
On one morning, Julio took us on foot 
into “The Fingers,” a series of creeks 
and mangrove islands in search of big 
bonefish, but the wading was very hard 
in foot-deep muck, so, while we did 
see and catch a few larger bonefish, we 
called it quits after lunch and returned 
to the boat. We had lunch perched in 
the branches of mangrove trees a foot 
off the water, since there was no dry 
land to be found.

We can’t say enough about the 
accommodating and friendly staff of 
the Randalls’ lodge. We were lucky in 
our timing, since there were very few 
guests during our week, so we may 
have benefitted from extra attention. 
However, everyone from the kitchen 
staff to the service staff to the guides 
seemed to take pride in making sure 
their guests were very well taken care 
of. We are already penciled in to Costa 
de Cocos for a week next fall.

The trip was arranged through 
Vi n c e  To b i a  a t  C a t t a r a u g u s 
C r e e k  O u t f i t t e r s  ( w w w .
cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com) and 
cost $2300 each, all included; this was 
a special price to encourage shoulder-
season visitors to the lodge. The normal 
price of $3400 is still a bargain. We 
flew out of Toronto direct to Cancun 
on Westjet, which has arrival and 
departure times that perfectly meshed 
with the five-hour shuttle to Costa de 
Cocos; other travelers may have to 
overnight in Cancun, depending on 
arrival and departure times. —Brian 
Green

http://www.cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com
http://www.cattarauguscreekoutfitters.com
http://www.edandersonart.com
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 � A Review

Double Delphi: The Rise and Fall of a Fisherman’s Fantasy by Peter Mantle
by Don Causey, Founding Editor

Admit i t .  As an angler who 
travels, you have had at least fleeting 
thoughts about developing some 
kind of fishing business. Maybe 
developing a fly rod company. Or 
opening a fly shop. Bigger still, how 
about opening a fishing lodge? Now 
that would be fun, wouldn’t it? 

Before you try that latter option, 
you absolutely must  read Peter 
Mantle’s Double Delphi: The Rise 
and Fall of a Fisherman’s Fantasy. 
This enormously entertaining and 
well-written volume is Mantle’s 
b a c k wa r d  l o o k  a t  t h e  t r i a l s , 
tribulations, and occasional joys that 
proceeded from his mad desire to 
start not just one lodge, but two: an 
iconic sea trout and salmon facility in 
Ireland followed by a bonefish lodge 
in the Bahamas, both of them named 
Delphi, hence the name of his book.

It is impossible, in a short review, 
to even hint at the obstacles and 
obstinate characters Mantle had to 
contend with as he developed his 
lodges, struggling all the while to 
keep his businesses afloat. Suffice 
it to say they were daunting and 
unusual. Mantle’s struggles with local 
salmon farmers would have been 
enough to make many owners give 
up, and that is without having to deal 
with a ridiculous plan to open a gold 
mine in the area. Yes, a gold mine. 
In Ireland. The downright nasty way 
the investors in the first Delphi Lodge 
began to behave toward Mantle at the 
end of his role there is shocking. 

Fortunately,  there were also 
victories along the way. The gold 
mine was eventually stopped, the 
salmon farming damage was at least 
mitigated, and Mantle was able to 
push through a restocking of local 
sea trout and salmon populations that 
is widely recognized as historically 
important in that part of the world. 
All considered, as you read Mantle’s 

book, you get the sense he was having 
the time of his life running a lodge. 
Maybe you shouldn’t read this book 
if you are already tempted to start a 
lodge and you know you shouldn’t. 
You might just decide to go ahead.

I’ve personally never fished 
Delphi  Lodge in Ireland ( those 
who have speak of it in whispered 
awe), but I did once fish Delphi 
Bahamas on Abaco Island, and it 
pretty much ruined me ever afterward 
as a bonefish lodge client, not for its 
fishing, but because of its unusual 
charm and urbanity. The pre-dinner 
and dinner conversations were simply 
off the charts there. Don’t get me 
wrong: I like ordinary fish tales as 
much as the next angler, and telling 
and listening to them is part of the 
overall  pleasure of staying in a 
lodge. That said, what was discussed 
and yelled about around the table 
at Delphi Bahamas was way more 
interesting and eccentric. It was sort 
of magic-feeling.

Read ing  Mant l e ’s  book ,  i t 
became clear to me that those after-
fishing exchanges at Delphi Bahamas 
were not serendipitous. They were 
daily dramas Mantle carefully created 
for the fun of it, day after day, over 
a long career as an innkeeper. He 
sparked them by carefully analyzing 
the foibles and obsessions of the 
guests on hand, then mixing just the 
right ingredients into a verbal hand 
grenade that he knew just when and 
where to toss for maximum effect. 
I’m sure he giggled the whole next 
day over some of the mayhem he 
created this way. I’m equally sure the 
guests themselves—or at least most of 
them—did the same thing, departing 
with warm memories of being under 
the spell of a master innkeeper. 

On the flip side, while Mantle 
conveys his sense of fun at running 
a lodge and tangling with unusual 

characters in his book, there are parts 
of it that are a bit slow. The endless 
notes about the previous owners of 
Delphi Lodge in Ireland, for example, 
invited rapid page turning, as did 
some of the retelling of the corporate 
intrigue leading to Mantle’s departure 
from the Irish enterprise. But most of 
the book is fun and absorbing, and 
I don’t use that word “absorbing” 
l igh t ly.  The  mate r ia l  i t se l f  i s 
inherently interesting, but the writing 
is also crisp and alive. Mantle was a 
business journalist before he became 
an innkeeper, and it shows. He held 
me captive with his words for more 
than 250 pages. As an angler who 
travels for his sport, I think you will 
like this book, too. It will probably 
either inflame or forever extinguish 
your desire to open a lodge. Enjoy! 
Postscript: You can order a copy 
of Double Delphi at the following 
address: https://wallopbooks.com/
order-form. This website is currently 
the only place you can order the book. 
It’s a bit pricey—as it retails at just 
under $50 in the US—but worth it.

Photo Courtesy Wallop Books.

https://wallopbooks.com/order-form
https://wallopbooks.com/order-form
https://wallopbooks.com/order-form
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 � What is the latest on fly-fishing 
great, Lefty Kreh? The long-rod 
community the world over knows 
Lefty has been on home hospice care 
for a while, but he is still very much 
with us as this is written. We are 
indebted to longtime Outdoor Life 
fishing editor Jerry Gibbs for passing 
along the following note, which he 
received from Marshall Cutchin of 
MidCurrent. Pax vobiscum. 

Lefty writes: “God and my doctor 
have given me an extension. Some 
weeks ago I was put in home hospice 
care with three medical problems 
and it was assumed I’d be here a 
short time. Word about it went on 
the internet and my computer and 
iPhone were flooded with wonderful 
and humbling messages. I read every 
one but regretfully wasn’t able to 
reply to most. My granddaughter used 
Facebook to handle messages. My 
doctor and best friend experimented 
with medicines and said, ‘I’m going 
to try to keep you around.’ So far 
it’s working. I’m confined to my 
home, hooked to oxygen, and have 
little stamina. My daughter and son 
are taking constant care of me, and 
no father was more blessed. Several 
computer projects keep me busy. 
There have been ups and downs with 
some additional surgery, which is 
slowly getting better. There is no 
guarantee on how long I’ll be here, 
but I am so humbled and grateful for 
all your wonderful messages.

All The Best, Lefty.”

• • • • • •
 � Edi to r  No te :  Many  o f  our 

subscr ibers  are  l ike ly  fami l iar 
with Gray’s Sporting Journal and 
its reputation as one of the most 
authentic voices of fine sporting 
li terature. Miles Nolte has long 
been the columnist and wayfaring 
raconteur of its highly entertaining 
Angling column. Aside from his 
notable prose and literary skills, 
Miles is a consummate angler and 
a former Alaskan fly-fishing guide. 

When he is not busy spinning yarns 
about his fly-fishing travels, he’s 
busy living them. Miles is currently 
enjoying a long hiatus in  New 
Zealand, and he has sent us a quick 
and enjoyable report  about  his 
experiences on the North Island, 
where he and his travel partner 
have enjoyed great success amid 
an intimidating number of options 
and rivers for their DIY fly-fishing 
adventure. He writes:

New Zealand’s North Island 
shudders with cold, clear,  fresh 
water. Anglers like myself who have 
read the magazines and scanned the 
websites are familiar with the more 

famous wet lines like the Tongariro 
and other Taupo tributaries. But the 
sheer quantity of trout rivers and 
creeks can feel overwhelming to a 
visiting angler. 

My time here has helped me 
empathize with the many fly-fishing 
tourists I meet in my home state 
each season. Montana also abounds 
with fertile rivers and creeks. They 
fall from nearly every mountain in 
a state that takes its name from the 
Spanish word for mountain. But in 
Montana I know where to go, and 
if I don’t know where to go, I know 
whom to ask. Not so in New Zealand. 
And while Kiwis are, in my limited 
experience, friendly and forthcoming 
(more on that later), it’s difficult to 
even know where to begin. Most of us 
travel on limited time. Time here can 
feel exceptionally limited, because 
traveling this spectacular island 
nation without exploring it beyond 
the realms of fish would be shameful. 
While every fishing trip to a new 
destination should include at least 
one gamble—hopefully exploring a 

blue line on a map that may or may 
not hold fish—few of us are willing 
to risk all our valuable angling days 
that way.

Below are a few resources that 
were instrumental in planning and 
facilitating my time on the North 
Island.

If you’re looking for a local 
agent to design a vacation to your 
liking, The Best of New Zealand 
specializes in doing just that (www.
bes to fnz f ly f i sh ing . com) .  The i r 
knowledge and contacts extend well 
beyond the North Island, and they 
facili tate far more than just fly 
fishing travel, but that’s how I used 
their services. Because I wanted to 
experience the famous Turangi region 
at the south end of Lake Taupo, 
they booked me at the Tongariro 
River Lodge, where my wife and 
I enjoyed exceptional dining and 
accommodation to compliment the 
outstanding fishing. For more on the 
fishing we had with the lodge guide 
staff, check out my previous post at 
https://www.grayssportingjournal.
com/d i spa tch-nor th - i s l and-new-
zealand/

As just about every article about 
fishing New Zealand will tell you, it’s 
worth your time and money to book at 
least a couple days with a guide, even 
if you’re planning to do the majority 
of your fishing without one (as we 
were). I’ve guided trout anglers for 
much of my adult life and caught 
them all over the U.S. and the world, 
yet my time with the Tongariro River 
Lodge’s head guide, Tim McCarthy, 
proved to be immensely helpful in 
learning some of the nuances of 
North Island fisheries. Plus, he helped 
my wife catch her largest trout to 
date, bigger than any I’ve ever been 
able to guide her into. Additionally, 
splurging for a few nights of top-
notch accommodation can be well 
worth the money, even on a budgeted 
vacation. Amy and I spent most of 
our travel nights sleeping at friends’ 

Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments

Briefly Noted

http://www.bestofnzflyfishing.com
http://www.bestofnzflyfishing.com
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/dispatch-north-island-new-zealand/
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/dispatch-north-island-new-zealand/
https://www.grayssportingjournal.com/dispatch-north-island-new-zealand/
http://www.edandersonart.com
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houses, in mid-priced airbnbs, or 
“freedom camping,” so our nights at 
the lodge refreshed and rejuvenated 
us with a bit of comfort, luxury, and 
solitude. Of course, if you’re able 
to spend the majority of your time 
in a lodge setting, do so, but I think 
everyone who fishes in New Zealand 
should spend at least one night in a 
tent beside a river. Preferably several.

After leaving the Tongariro River 
Lodge, Amy and I hung around 
Turangi for a few more days, enjoying 
the quaint town and spending more 
t ime on the  s tor ied r iver.  One 
afternoon while I was working a 
run with nymphs and an indicator, 
killing time before the evening rise, 
a stranger walked up to me and 
struck up a conversation. I started 
out skeptical. While fly anglers in the 
States are usually cordial, we don’t 
walk up to complete strangers in the 
midst of a drift and begin discussions. 
My suspic ion demonstra tes  my 
lack of understanding in regard to 
New Zealand’s cultural  context. 
The stranger, Doug Sevens, didn’t 

want anything from me other than 
a conversation. Kiwis tend to be 
friendlier than Yanks. 

Doug’s a local resident, and 
expert on the fisheries of the North 
Island. Within ten minutes of meeting 
me, Doug had given me advice on 
effective flies, informed me of a 
specific regulation on the Tongariro 
that prohibits the type of strike 
indicator I was using (yarn only 
on the Tongariro; now you know), 
invited me to his home, and offered to 
take me fishing. For the record, Doug 
had no idea that I make my living as 
an outdoor writer. Unfortunately, our 
differing schedules prevented us from 
getting out on the water together, but 
I did visit his house (where he gifted 
me a package of legal indicators). 
Doug runs a website called nzfishing.
com (http://nzfishing.com) dedicated 
to helping anglers find and access 
excellent water all over the country. 
He asked about  Amy’s and my 
upcoming travel plans and suggested 
rivers where we could stop and fish 
along the way. 

Being that I am still an American 
and a fishing guide, my personal 
code of ethics prevents me from 
telling you exactly which rivers we 
fished, but I can tell you that Doug’s 
website provides maps and details on 
each of them, along with dozens of 
others. Even the “small fish” rivers he 
suggested held fat rainbows of 16–20 
inches in nearly every likely looking 
pool. Outside the famed radius of 
Taupo, we never saw another angler.

The highlight of my time on the 
North Island came beside a wide pool 
on another unnamed river just a few 
hours’ drive from the Tongariro River 
Lodge. Tim, the guide we fished with, 
suggested that spot when I asked 
him about camping opportunities in 
the area with fishing possibilities. 
The short dusk window showed a 
handful of dimpling rises. I didn’t 
land them all, but I’ll not soon forget 
the rainbow that broke my leader with 
his initial headshake and proceeded to 
leap steadily and consistently down 
the pool, shattering the reflected 
sunset.

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly

This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newsletter 
of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this section 
are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one inside 
this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.”

 � S u b s c r i b e r  G u y  G a r d i n e r 
recently sent us a report regarding 
a trip he took to Christmas Island 
in September 2017. In his report, 
Gardiner describes a successful, yet 
uneven, experience at Christmas 
Island’s newest outfitter, Ikari House, 
where there was an instance of 
thievery and dissatisfaction with a 
particular day of guiding, but more on 
that later.

Gardiner reported that  there 
were abundant numbers of small to 
medium-sized bonefish, with the 
odd big one mixed in. He also said 
there were healthy populations of 

triggerfish and trevally, and there 
were even chances to fish for the 
newly popularized milkfish. “We had 
two mornings offshore for oceanic 
milkfish,  with seven takes,  two 
hookups, and one big one brought to 
the side of the boat.” 

Aside from milkfish, there were 
also opportunities for offshore fishing 
for yellowfin tuna, and Gardiner was 
able to boat over 10 tuna in one half-
day outing. He also said that another 
highlight of the trip was catching 
three triggerfish in one outing to the 
flats, in between fishing for bonefish.

I n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r 

experienced on his trip, he said, “The 
weather was great, though cold and 
windy for Christmas Island.” He said 
the average high was 27°C (80°F) 
but with a biting wind of around 17 
knots throughout the day. However, 
this did not seem to affect the fishing 
very much, and the guides worked to 
position him for success, despite the 
windy conditions.

The problems encountered on 
Gardiner’s trip were both isolated 
events,  but  they did manage to 
dampen the mood and the overall 
experience.  Firs t ,  there was an 
incidence of theft. Gardiner states, 

http://nzfishing.com
www.anglingreport.com
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“We had a robbery one night, and 
some gear was taken,  but  later 
recovered.” He says that this was a 
direct result of “a security failure at 
the lodge.” 

Gardiner believes that “the gate 
to the Ikari compound had been left 
open and a young boy went along 
picking items of interest from the 
tables outside the rooms. He took 
some hats, sunglasses, money, a 
shooting head wallet ,  and some 
fishing lines. The police pretty well 
knew who he was. He was picked 
up later in the morning wandering 
around London with my ‘Hunting and 
Fishing NZ’ camo ballcap that I had 
been wearing for fishing, and most, if 
not all, of what had been stolen was 
recovered. In the end, it wasn’t a big 
deal really,” Gardiner said, but “not 
so great for the ambience of the trip.”

The second problem encountered 
on his trip was with his guide, who 
Gardiner felt did not want to take 
him out for a mid- to late-afternoon 
trip to a particular flat that Gardiner 
had been planning to fish for months 
before his trip. 

Gardiner specifically wanted 
to fish Paris Flat #1 after the full 
moon, because he believed it would 
be the best opportunity and situation 
to get a shot at some of the bigger, 
but often pickier, bonefish. Gardiner 
believes that the guide “knowingly 
engaged in deceptive management of 
the afternoon fishing to deprive me of 
the opportunity so that they could get 
back to the boat ramp earlier.”

“I had specifically arranged to 
fish the full-moon week at Christmas 
Island for the variety of fishing that 
it offers. In particular, I was looking 
forward to fishing Paris Flat #1, 
which can be exciting fishing for 
big bonefish. The schools of pre-
spawning bonefish congregate best 
three to four days after the full moon, 
when the tide flow peaks. The fishing 
is essentially shore casting into the 
SE trade wind, but the fish are often 
close enough to have some great 
action, and it is one of Christmas 
Island’s quintessential experiences.”

“The day in question was Sunday, 
the 10th of September, which was the 
last opportunity to try for these fish. 
We had discussed it with the head 
guide, Nathan, over the preceding 
days, and our plan was to fish for 
milkfish on the outgoing tide in the 
morning and then come into the 
lagoon to fish some lagoon flats until 
the tide became suitable for fishing 
Paris Flat #1 in the mid-afternoon.”

However,  th is  p lan did  not 
materialize. As the last day of fishing 
was coming to an end, Gardiner and 
his fishing mates boarded the boat for 
the final excursion of the trip. “When 
we finished fishing a nearby flat at 
about 4:30 PM,” he says, “I expected 
to be taken for a last hurrah fishing 
trip to Paris Flat #1 (as planned), but 
the boat kept going past it, heading 
for the lodge. I again questioned 
the guides, and they looked most 
crestfallen and annoyed. It seemed 

I was going to have to get assertive, 
almost aggressive, to get to fish there, 
but I could see my companions would 
be uncomfortable, and I didn’t want 
to sour their trip. It still rankles to 
this day. I felt that there was at least 
some manipulation and more likely 
an element of deception to make it 
so that our fishing day would not run 
overtime.”

We reached out to Ikari House 
owner Jacob Teem for comment, and 
he had this to say about these events:

“Thank you for taking the time 
to bring these issues from a previous 
client to our attention. We offer a 
very high level of accommodation 
and guiding at  Ikari ,  and pride 
ourselves on our customer service, 
so we take any customer complaints 
very seriously. I have investigated 
as thoroughly as possible, as these 
particular issues happened more than 
five months ago.

“First, on the burglary. We have 

full- t ime security staff ,  as well 
as secure areas, which generally 
eliminate any outsiders from entering 
the compound. Our security staff 
continuously does walk-arounds, 
which in the past 10 years has been 
enough of a deterrent to stop any 
concerns of petty theft.

“In this instance a youth climbed 
the fence and grabbed several items 
that were left on a table outside some 
guests rooms. Mainly, these were 
trivial things such as caps, some 
fishing line, a bumbag and fishing 
accessories, and in the scheme of 
things, worthless when compared 
to the rods and reels on the racks. 
This type of activity is very hard to 
control, as it is random and literally 
over in seconds.

“We could look to place razor 
wire on the top of the fence to 
eliminate entry in that manner, but 
that wouldn’t help the look and 
feel of Ikari House. We could put 
more security staff on every day, but 
the one-off incident appears to be 
simply that. We are in the process 
of looking at options on installing 
surveillance cameras, which will 
not stop any thefts, but it will record 
them, although I am also mindful of 
our clients’ privacy.

“ T h e  n ex t  d a y  o u r  s t a f f , 
accompanied by an affected client, 
retrieved the items from a young boy, 
who admitted to the theft, and he was 
reported to the local police.

“I think our staff handled the 
incident swiftly and efficiently, and 
the outcome was positive.

“The o ther  concern  was  in 
regards to deceptive guiding on one 
particular day, which I find a little 
bewildering. I would be shocked to 
learn that a guide from Ikari House 
had gone out of his way to ensure a 
client did not receive the experience 
he wanted. I simply just cannot see 
a benefit to anyone with that being 
the case, and all our guides are very 
thoughtful of each clients needs.

“The guide has been questioned, 
but  he cannot recal l  the actual 
incident, being so long ago, and was 

http://www.edandersonart.com
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seemingly unaware of any altercation, 
so nothing sticks in his mind that could 
explain that exactly.

“He did note, however, that the 
group often started very early for the 
milkfish, which, normally allows for 
an earlier completion of the day, so 
potentially a mix-up of expectations 
could have occurred that day. He also 
said that in the group of four, there were 
some beginner anglers, some wanting 
GTs, and some bones, which is at times 
hard to manage. When we add the often 
windy conditions found at Paris Flat, 
not all ability levels can be catered for.

“Whilst I am not trying to justify 

the guide or negate the complaint, I can 
see that perhaps better communication 
and explanation between guide and 
client was required at the time and may 
have eliminated this incident.

“At the end of each guided day, our 
head guide is available to talk about the 
guests’ day, receive any complaints or 
positives, ask what they want to do for 
the next day, and assign the appropriate 
guide to achieve that, which I am under 
the impression did happen in this 
instance.

“Rest assured, we do take any 
complaints very seriously, and will 
use these incidents to ensure that we 

continue to improve in all aspects of the 
business at Ikari House.”

Despite these setbacks, it appears 
that the abundance of great fishing 
opportunities outplayed the incidents 
mentioned, as Gardiner says that he 
would still recommend this trip to 
others who want to experience what 
flats fishing at Christmas Island is all 
about. 

The cost of his trip (excluding 
airfare) was booked at $2700 USD, 
through Gavin Hurley of Hurley’s Fly 
Fishing (https://www.hurleysflyfishing.
com.au/chr is tmas- is land-guided-
adventure.html)in Australia.  

On the Radar
Angling Report subscribers are always looking for new opportunities and waters to explore.  In this section, we will provide you with details for new and expanded 
operations that are popping up on the international and domestic radar.

Asheville Fly Fishing Co. Overnight 
Float Trips

Western North Carolina has long 
been revered as a place for anglers to 
engage with quintessential Appalachian 
landscapes and a plethora of fishing 
opportunities for anything from native 
brook trout to the ever-elusive musky. 
One thing that you might not expect to 
find in this particular area is a variety of 
float-fishing opportunities. Like much of 
the East, many of the rivers in this part 
of the country are better suited for wade 
fishing, but Asheville Fly Fishing Co. 
is challenging the long-held status quo 
of just what fishing in Appalachia looks 
like.

AFFC has expanded its guiding 
operations to include several options for 
overnight float trips that tackle some of 
the area’s more remote waters, including 
some class III and IV whitewater 
sections. Depending on your preference 
of chasing after smallmouth bass or 
fishing for trout, fly fishers now have the 
opportunity to spend more time on the 
water and take in all that western North 
Carolina’s landscape and fisheries have 
to offer. We reached out to AFFC guide 
Galen Kipar for more information on 
these trips. 

Could you give us a quick 
rundown of what people can expect 
from these smallmouth- and trout-

fishing overnight float trips and the 
options that anglers have to choose 
from? 

For the adventurous angler looking 
for a remote experience, Asheville Fly 
Fishing Company is the only guide 
service in the Asheville area offering 
a smallmouth bass fishing trip on 
Class III–IV whitewater. While it is 
becoming rare to find a true remote 
wilderness experience in the East, we 
are fortunate to have permitted access 
to the French Broad River section 9 and 
the Nolichucky Gorge. These trips offer 
excellent smallmouth bass fishing and 
flow through two of the most remote, 
beautiful sections of river found in the 
Eastern US.

Do you have a favorite trip from 
AFFC’s list of overnight options?

We love it all. The variety of water 
types and fish species in this area is very 
large. With thousands of acres of national 
and state forest surrounding Asheville, 
this area truly is a fisherman’s paradise. 
I personally love the remote experience 
that the Smallmouth Bass Single-Day 
or Multi-Day trips offer. The scenery is 
epic, the rapids are fun to row, no other 
boats in sight and lots of happy fish.

Trip Options:
MULTI-DAY TROUT: March–

November. Tennessee tailwaters: 
Watauga and South Holston River (class 

I rapids). Wild trophy brown trout. 
Overnight accommodations include 
Safari Camp w/ all meals or River Cabin 
w/ all meals or lunch only.
• 2 days of fishing + lodging 
accommodations + lunch 
• Rustic cabin—$1,200 (rates vary)
• Luxury rental house—$1,400 (rates 
vary)

MULTI-DAY SMALLMOUTH: 
April–October. NC and TN. Nolichucky 
Gorge, French Broad River Sect. 9 
(class III and IV rapids). Wild 
trophy smallmouth bass. Overnight 
accommodations include Safari camp w/ 
all meals. 
• 2 days of fishing + lodging 
accommodations + lunch
• Rustic cabin—$1,200 (rates vary)
• Luxury rental house—$1,400 (rates 
vary)
• Safari camp 2 person—$1,900
• Safari camp 4 person—$3,200

MUSKY OPTION: While winter is 
the best time to target musky in this area, 
we offer the option to target musky in 
addition to smallmouth bass.

Rates shown are based on two 
people and vary depending on number 
of people, and accommodations. To 
learn more about Asheville Fly Fishing 
Co. and their overnight float trips, go to 
http://www.ashevilleflyfishingco.com/
overnight-trips/.

https://www.hurleysflyfishing.com.au/christmas-island-guided-adventure.html)in Australia
https://www.hurleysflyfishing.com.au/christmas-island-guided-adventure.html)in Australia
https://www.hurleysflyfishing.com.au/christmas-island-guided-adventure.html)in Australia
http://www.ashevilleflyfishingco.com/overnight-trips/
http://www.ashevilleflyfishingco.com/overnight-trips/
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contact Mike Floyd, The Angling Report, 735 Broad Street, Augusta, Georgia, 30901. Tel: (706) 823-3739. E-mail: mike.floyd@morris.com

Tel.: 800-381-9754 / 617-459-4200
www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport

“Join Global Rescue. They’re 
a well-tested 

provider of medical 
services and evacuation.”

National Geographic

Fly Fish for Redfish 
Year-Round

Specializing in fly fishing, catch and 
release. Accommodations for up to 
eight guests.  Six flats boats running.

• Capt. Gregg Arnold • 
• 504-237-6742 •  

• www.giantreds.com •

The Angling Report has always 
valued feedback from its subscribers. 
And the reasons are clear. For one 
thing, Angling Report subscribers 
are some of the world’s most 
experienced fishermen. Hence, their 
judgments about fishing destinations 
are broad-based and sound. And our 
subscribers’ insights are refreshingly 
candid. That’s because they are 
written from a point of view that no 
other publication embodies, namely, 
the paying client’s point of view. 

S o  h e r e ’s  t h e  d e a l .  We 
encourage lodge owners, guides, 
and others to offer  us FREE 
visits to their facilities with the 
understanding that we will turn 
these invitations over to Angling 
Report subscribers who convince 
us that they are capable of writing 
useful and accurate reports about 

their experience. More than 100 
subscribers have been invited on 
FREE fishing trips here in the United 
States and to foreign destinations 
such as Argentina, Christmas Island, 
Brazil, and Mexico. The total value 
of all that travel is in the many 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. 
And the good news is that more 
outfitters are offering us FREE trips 
in return for reviews.

If you want to get in on this 
opportunity, all you have to do is 
sign up for our Email Newsletter* 
and we will periodically send out 
FREE fishing opportunities. 

You will be asked to respond 
and tell us why you think you should 
be selected to go on the FREE 
trip. We always give the nod to the 
most experienced subscribers with 
the most relevant experience. No 

favoritism of any sort is shown. 
Sound like fun? Well, what are 
you waiting for? Sign up for our 
Email Newsletter right now and get 
on the list of subscribers invited 
to go fishing for free. The easiest 
way to sign up is by going to our 
website, www.anglingreport.com, 
and clicking on “Join Our Email 
Newsletter.” Just be sure you sign up 
with an email address that you check 
often. Enjoy!

Rec ip ien t s  o f  ou r  Emai l 
Newsletter will also here about the 
latest news and travel opportunities; 
including information from our 
select list of sponsors. Through a 
partnership with Gray’s Sporting 
Journal, we will also inform you 
of openings and cancelations from 
outfitters looking to fill last-minute 
slots on their trips.

Want to go fishing for free? Changes to Our Free Fishing Program

http://www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport
http://www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport
http://www.fishinglodgesbritishcolumbia.com
http://www.giantreds.com
http://www.giantreds.com
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The Best of New Zealand 
Fly Fishing

For over 25 years, we have specialized exclusively in New 
Zealand fishing and travel. Fly fishing is our central focus, 

but we are experts in many other activities available in New 
Zealand. 

We create exclusive fishing programs, as well as sightseeing 
and other nature-based activities. Call for a brochure or visit 

New Zealand’s most exciting fishing site.    

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland

Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail: 

info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Stalking, and sight casting to large wild brown trout in crystal clear waters • 
Award winning luxury lodge surrounded by 3 National parks and dozens of 
rivers & streams • Heli-fishing into remote pristine wilderness a specialty.

See Angling Report Dec 2010 Vol 23 no.12 or send for our free DVD  •  info@stoneflylodge.co.nz  •  www.stoneflylodge.co.nz

N E W  Z E A L A N D  
Trout Fishing
 

http://www.bestofnzflyfishing.com
http://www.pittriverlodge.com
http://www.stoneflylodge.co.nz
http://www.grayssportingjournal.com
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HABITAT, HOWEVER YOU WANT IT
4 Strategically Located Dorado Lodges | 4 Unique Argentine Environs to Explore

http://www.untamedangling.com
http://www.nervouswaters.com

