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News...News...News
Famed Peacock Bass Area
Appears to Be Reopening
Editor Note: Honor Roll Subscriber
William A. Douglass has just returned
from a trip to the Mataveni River in
Colombia, which used to be one of
the hottest rivers in the world for big
peacock bass. Here’s what he saw and
caught. Enjoy!
olombia is back. That land of
the monster peacocks, home of
many former world records, has
been off limits for the better part of the
last three decades due to the country’s
civil war. Thankfully, the conflict is
now all but over in large parts of the
nation. Indeed, that part of the country
known as the Orinoquía (the mighty
Orinoco and its Colombian tributaries)
has been under government control for

some time now. Many of the legendary
rivers of the earliest phase of international sportfishing for peacock bass are
now being fished regularly by Colombians and a few travelers from other
Latin American countries and Europe.
For many peacock veterans, the
most magical river of all in this area
is the Mataveni River. This past January I was able to fish it for a week with
seven other anglers, one from France

C

and the rest Americans. My boat mate
was Mike Michalak, owner of The Fly
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Shop, but a paying guest on this adventure. Steve Orndorf, a Mataveni angler
30 years ago, was also on the trip. We
were among a very limited number of
sportfishermen who have been invited
in recent years to fish the Mataveni by
Francisco Fuentes, the tribal chief of
the Piaroa Indians through whose territory it flows.
Our outfitters were Alex Zapata, a
young, Colombian-born Florida guide,
and his partner, Mauricio Ocampo.
Alex guides fly fishermen in Biscayne
Bay and the Keys for bonefish, tarpon, and permit, while Mauricio, who
lives in Medellín, Colombia, is more
into plug casting. His main theater of
activity is offshore saltwater angling
for species such as dolphin, Cubera
snapper, wahoo, tuna, roosterfish, and
billfish out of Bahía Solano on Colombia’s Pacific Coast near the border with
Panama.
We assembled in Bogotá the night
before our early flight to the small regional hub of Puerto Inírida, situated
on a major tributary of the Orinoco
of the same name. After lunch on arrival there, we boarded a boat that
descended the Inírida River for about
an hour until it joined up with the Orinoco, which serves as the border with
Venezuela in this area. We motored up
the Orinoco for about two hours, stopping only for a torrential rainstorm. It
was nearly dark when we arrived at the
mouth of the Mataveni. There, we were
met by boatmen in four elongated metal craft that were shaped like dugout
canoes. We quickly divided our fishing
gear among them and headed upstream
on a three-hour ascent that can only
be described as nail-biting and miraculous. We anglers (two in each boat)
were provided reasonably comfortable KMart-type plastic chairs to sit in
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while our Indian river pilots, who also
turned out to be our fishing guides for
the week, displayed an uncanny ability
to negotiate the sinewy stream without
spotlights and at a decent speed.
Three hours later, completely exhausted, we arrived at our base camp,
which turned out to be individual Coleman tents pitched on a long sandbar.
Not surprisingly, over the next several
days, we all wound up with sand in our
hair and between our toes and teeth.
At midday, the heat on the sandbar
was stifling, except when clouds were
building up before periodic thunderstorms. Then there were the insects
that, at certain times, were a real nuisance (particularly the no-see-ums). In
short, this was no comfy lodge or fancy
African safari tent camp. However, the
food was adequate and we all soon got
used to the irritants. The two women
and gaggle of children who washed
our laundry daily, cooked our meals,
and made the valiant, if futile, effort to
sweep the sand out of our tents could
not have been nicer. They all seemed
to be descended from Chief Fuentes
or married to someone who was. Several of our guides were also descended
from Chief Fuentes.
And so it went. Our living conditions were far from ideal. Even more
important, the November rains had
broken all records and the water level
of the Mataveni was about two meters
higher than normal. That meant that in
many places the fish still had access to
the undergrowth along the shoreline.
While not a fatal blow to our fishing

prospects, the high and cooler-thannormal water did make it impossible
for us to reach many fish. Furthermore,
during our week on the river, the water
level actually rose a few inches rather
than dropping as expected, suggesting
that upriver thunderstorms were continuing to feed cool rainwater into the
river.
Undaunted, each day we made
our way upriver and downriver, two
boats in each direction. Some days we
made runs of as much as an hour from
camp to reach good fishing water in
backwater lagoons. Under lower water
conditions, we would have been able
to fish the main channel as well as the
lagoons, we were told. Despite all the
handicaps, our group boated no fewer
than 48 fish 14 pounds and over in six
days of angling. That tally included
several fish in the 20-pound range. It
also included two IGFA butterfly peacock bass line class records. They were
taken by Alex, who is working toward
becoming an authorized Colombian
IGFA representative. Our largest peacock of the trip weighed 20.5 pounds.
As this is written Alex is organizing another trip this year in late March
to the Mataveni, and he told us he has
been given permission to organize
three there later this year and in early
2016. He is also gearing up to offer
trips to other rivers within Orinoquía.
Each has its own characteristics, and
some can be fished comfortably from
hotel facilities, he says. It was our
choice to camp out on the Mataveni.
Additionally, Alex also has the in-
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frastructure in place to offer trophy
fishing for payara on the Orinoco. He
is also looking into the feasibility of
setting up a saltwater fly fishing operation in Bahía Solano focused in the
beginning on popper fishing for large
roosterfish. In sum, he is an ambitious
young man on the move. Enjoy!—William A. Douglass.
Postscript: Douglass says his weeklong trip to the Mataveni cost $3,600
per person round trip from Bogotá.
That fee included hotel nights in Bogotá and in Puerto Inírida, as well as an
expensive domestic flight. In his report,
Douglass suggested that subscribers
contact Alex Zapata directly about
future trips, but that suggestion was
rendered moot by this surprising, lastminute note from Mike Michalak of
The Fly Shop (www.theflyshop.com):
“Alex Zapata has selected The Fly
Shop as his exclusive agency. He and
I are on our way to the Mataveni at the
end of this month to apply some polish
to the Mataveni Frontier Camp and to
work on improving the Piaroa (Mataveni Indians) guides’ fluency in the language of fly fishing. The small native
tribe is empowered by the Colombian
government to regulate all access to the
river and they are extremely motivated
toward conservation and minimizing
impaction of the Mataveni. The Piaroa
have already committed to catch-andrelease, single-hook tactics and intend
to limit the number of trips allowed
on the Mataveni to six small groups of
anglers per season—two per month in
January, February, and March, with a
week separating each of the trips. This
will be the most heavily regulated and
jealously protected river in the Orinoco
basin. Still undecided is whether the
natives will adopt fly-fishing-only regulations.”
Dateline: kenya

Special Report
The Real Skinny on
Trout Fishing in Kenya
Editor Note: Are there still viable
populations of trout in the east AfriApril 2015

can country of Kenya, and is it safe
and possible to go in search of them
nowadays? There are few people on the
planet better qualified to answer those
questions than subscriber Andy Hill,
who took up fly fishing in Kenya way
back in 1981 when he was stationed
there by the Reuters news agency. He
maintained his ties there for many
years before moving recently to Dubai.
If you act on the information in Andy’s
report, please file a report and tell the
rest of us how things went.
irst the bad news: The British
adventurer Ewart Grogan put the
first trout into Kenyan waters in
1905. They flourished in the clean water and air and by the fact that no one
apart from the arriving settlers wanted

F

much to do with them. Fly fishing was
something the British government used
to lure new settlers to colonial Kenya,
and they came. Hardy, the British rod
and tackle maker, even created The Kenya, a three-piece, built-cane 6 wt rod
to wrestle weighty fish in tight waters
through overhanging bushes and trees.
All that is long gone. The wholesale
stocking of those rivers with homegrown fingerlings from the state hatchery dribbled to near total decline in the
1980s. The patrolling of stocked waters
by government fish scouts is no more,
and as the people have discovered a
taste for fish, poaching is widespread
and commonplace. Moreover, with the
human population having doubled to
more than 40 million in 20 years there
is huge pressure on any land with water
because around 80 percent of the country is arid or semi-arid. Kenya is no
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longer a fly fishing paradise.
Now the good news: There is still
some very good trout fishing to be had
in Kenya for the adventurous and the
enterprising. Generally speaking, the
more remote the location, the better
the fishing, which is why the waters
of Mount Kenya and the Aberdare
mountain range survive as fishing
destinations. To get to such places you
will need reliable 4WD transport and
local help when you get there. Remote
lakes and small mountain-top rivers are
your destinations. The fishing may not
be Montana standard. But the scenery
is awe inspiring. I’ve fished in Kenya
since 1981. Like all long-term relationships, it’s better to dwell on the positives and to cherish them. I do.
Yes, there are security issues to
deal with in Kenya. The root problem
in Kenya, despite huge economic advances, is poverty. Most people are dirt
poor. Kenya is also in the crosshairs of
al-Shabaab, a Somali Islamist group,
for sending troops to help pacify the
chaos of Somalia. Add to this a police
force routinely voted the most corrupt
institution in the country, and it’s not
a pretty picture. You can still have a
great fishing trip in Kenya if you follow basic commonsense rules. Don’t
drive alone. Rent a reputable car with
a driver. Get a local SIM card and put
all key numbers in it, including your
embassy, hotel, and any friends in Kenya you may have. Don’t walk around
any town after dark. If you need to go
anywhere, take a taxi and get the taxi
driver to wait for you. Check the US or
European travel advisories for the latest guidance on what locations are and
are not safe. Don’t wear flashy clothes
and jewelry, and don’t carry a camera or expensive smartphone around
towns. Be discreet, and always look as
though you know where you are going.
Generally speaking, where you will be
fishing in Kenya is safe and crime free
but you will need a guide with you in
case of mishaps and for the language.
I’ll pass along some suggestions in that
regard later.
As for when to go, keep mind that
Kenya is on the equator. The weather,
Volume 28, Number 4
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generally, is benign and pleasant, especially in the highland areas where you
will be fishing. But the light goes 12
hours after it appears, and evenings can
be cool. There is a “winter” in July and
August when even Nairobi can be cold
in the daytime, and you’ll feel it more
at altitudes where the fish live. There
are two rainy seasons—the “short
rains” of November and December and
the “long rains” of March, April, and
May, which you will want to avoid if
you plan to fish the Aberdare or Mount
Kenya streams. Generally speaking, the
best time to visit is June to October or
June to December if you don’t mind
the odd shower.
Turning to tackle, there is only one
good tackle supplier left in Nairobi and
that is Captain Andy on Karen Road,
Karen (www.captainandyskenya.com).
They have a huge range of locally tied
flies and a wide range of tackle, but it’s
advisable to bring your own to be assured you have exactly what you need.
If you only want to take one setup,
make it an eight- to nine-foot 5 wt. and
a floating line. But if you can bring a
fuller quiver, a 10-foot rod in 6 to 7 wt,
is good for the mountain lakes, where
it can get windy. Floating and sinking
lines are required on the lakes. Small
rods that you can poke between bushes
and catapult-cast around bushes are
good for the streams and rivers. I’ve
been using a seven-foot six-inch Orvis
Superfine 4 wt. for several years but
have seen people using six- to eightfoots in 0 to 4 wt. For streams and rivers, small nymphs, wet flies, and dry
flies work well—pheasant tails, the
Prince beaded nymph, GRHE, Coachman, Connemara Black, Peter Ross,
etc. Weighted flies can give you an
advantage, sizes 10–14. Dry flies are
used, but generally only by those who
prefer this style of presentation. Trout
rarely rise to the surface to feed in Kenya, except at night.
For lakes, a Kenyan favorite is the
Mrs. Simpson, a New Zealand streamer. Wooly Buggers in black, olive, and
brown all take fish. The Kenya Bug,
a black wet fly tied with silver tinsel,
also works well. If there are fish about,
April 2015

they will generally look at anything in
the water, especially in the mountain
streams, where food is scarce.
Kenya has a long history of fly
tying dating back to colonial times.
Check out Gone Fishing (www.fishingfliesandlures.com). Run by Kenyan John Onslow, this company will
provide you with selections that are
Kenya-specific for all waters. (Editor Note: Also, see my sidebar on the
Kenya fly-tying industry elsewhere in
this issue.) Stream fish in Kenya are
generally small, anything from two
ounces to two pounds if you are lucky,
so fish light—especially at the tippet

end. The waters are often crystal clear,
and stealth approaching the bank and
laying line on the water will earn you
more fish. The streams are great for upstream and downstream wet fly fishing
and, especially in late afternoon in the
Aberdares, delicate dry fly fishing.
The fish grow big in the Mount Kenya lakes. A four-pound rainbow is not
uncommon. The air is pure and cold,
the food abundant, and they will give
you a memorable struggle. For this sort
of fishing, distance is important and
getting deep is key. Streamers are the
usual killers and the Mrs. Simpson and
its variants—Pombe Queen, Walker’s
Killer, and Mathioya Mistress—all take
fish.
Good walking shoes are essential
for fishing in Kenya, but waders are not
required or useful. They are hot in the
daytime, and most people wet-wade
in shorts and trousers. Trousers are a
better bet because nettles will make
their mark on those wearing shorts. The
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river bottoms can be both stony and
muddy and the most sensible footwear
I have found is crepe-soled shoes or
trainers. A folding net can be useful,
especially if it can double as a wading
staff for river crossings. Banks tend
to be overgrown and, for this reason,
I prefer lightweight quick-drying hiking trousers to shorts. The fishing can
entail a lot of hiking. Your guide or
ghillie (you must get one) will probably carry quite a lot for you, but the
new sling packs are ideal to keep essential tackle and a bottle of water
with you as you explore. Take scissors,
nippers, and spare tippet and line; an
antihistamine spray or ointment; and an
antiseptic cream. Midges are an occasional riverbank problem, mosquitoes
generally are not, but there are wasps,
and bee keeping is an income-generating activity in some of the areas you’ll
fish. There are no—repeat, no—snakes.
There are wild animals, though, which
is why a qualified guide or park ranger
is essential, but if you don’t bother
them, they won’t bother you. And fishing while watching elephants pass is
quite a yarn to tell when you get back.
Where to Go
The best of the fishing in Kenya
is in national parks, which require a
4WD drive vehicle to get there; a license to fish, which can be obtained at
the entrances; and a ghillie, ranger, or
guide to accompany you. This is easily arranged. Here are the top places to
consider:
Rutundu: This area is just a spot on
the map on the side of Mount Kenya.
But for anyone who has ever stayed in
its two log cabins, fished its lake, and
trekked its stream, it’s a holy of holies.
It’s a long drive from Nairobi—about
four and a half hours on good highway,
and then up to two hours of bouncing along forest treks until you get to
the gorge that separates the “car park”
from the cabins. The staff will sling
a pulley-operated basket across for
your luggage while you walk across a
wooden bridge to the cabins, which can
accommodate six or eight people in total. There is bedding but no electricity
and no digital signal. Light is provided
Volume 28, Number 4

THE ANGLING REPORT
by kerosene, heating by heather roots
in the fireplace. The balcony looks
toward the snowy slopes of Mount Kenya. This is a magical place, where the
future king of England, Prince William,
proposed to Kate Middleton, his future
queen. She accepted. They did, apparently, go fishing, but it is not known
if they were successful, and the record
book for the duration of their stay has
been removed for safekeeping.
You take your own food to Rutundu,
and the staff prepares it for you. There
is no fridge—the cold evenings keep
the food safe. And, yes, it does get
cold. Extra blankets and warm clothing are essential. The main cabin has a
dining table and a bedroom; the other
cabin has beds and a fireplace (see
www.rutundu.com for details).
There is fishing at your doorstep
here in the form of Lake Rutundu,
which has a boat as well as a couple of
casting platforms. A good roll-cast is
useful to get out to fish, and a sinking
line works best, apart from a magical
half hour just before dusk when there
is a prodigious and often maddening
rise. Try anything small and black. It’s
worked for many. This lake is stocked
regularly and the rainbows grow fast
and furious. A four-pound fish is not
uncommon, but fish of a pound are the
regular fare. There are browns in the
lake too, transported from the nearby
River Kizita, and I took one three years
ago of three and a half pounds. The
cabin staff will bake your fish in the
embers of the heather root fire.
The even more interesting body of
water in this area is Lake Alice, a crater
lake on the side of Mount Kenya. It’s
a tough and steep walk of one to two
hours, depending on fitness. There is
ample room to cast here, and deep flies
will take large fish in very clear water.
Gone Fishing sells a pack of flies for
use on this water including Wooly Buggers, Mrs. Simpson, Pombe Queen, and
other variants. The fish take fairly deep
to a stripped line. Helicopters often
bring visitors to the lake from Nanyuki,
the nearest town, and the fish are not
as plentiful as they once were, but
Lake Alice is always worth a visit. The
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weather here can change faster than
you can say Scottish Moorlands, so be
ready for rain, sleet, hail, wind, and
bright sunshine.
The River Kizita (stream would be
more appropriate) runs by the cabins
through a gorge and there is some access here. It abounds with small, shy
brown trout, but be sure you ask the
camp staff to walk you to the higher
stretches up to two hours away where
the fish are bigger and harder to catch.
Here, the banks are overgrown and
walked only occasionally by elephant,
zebra, and hartebeest. The stream bank
is a beautiful, wild stretch of moorland

that is worth the walk for the purity of
the air alone. Small flies, dry and wet,
work well on the Kizita but concealment and gentle presentation are paramount in a stream that is probably 12
feet at its widest, and five feet for the
rest.
Two other Mount Kenya lakes that
are worth exploring are Lake Ellis
and Lake Michelson. Both have been
privately stocked with rainbow trout
that have survived and flourished,
largely because they are so difficult to
access. You can charter a helicopter
into these lakes if you are not up to
the climb. Lake Michelson is probably
best reached by helicopter and only
by foot if you are prepared for a very
chilly overnight camp. The lake is in
the shade for much of the day, and very
cold. The same flies as you would use
in Lake Alice apply here. The company
to call for a helicopter is Tropic Air in
Nanyuki (www.tropicairkenya.com/
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nanyuki-airfield/). Lake Ellis can be
reached by foot from the other side of
the mountain at Chogoria, which is a
base for climbing Mount Kenya. There
are bandas (cabins) there that are usually used by climbers and are basic.
Your travel agent can make the bookings for you. You will need a guide
to accompany you here, and you can
hire a ranger at the entrance to Mount
Kenya National Park. Recent reports
indicate the fishing remains very good
here, but this is not something you
should try without some acclimatization to the 3,017-meter altitude (about
9,900 feet). There is a campsite at
Mount Ellis.
Just be warned that fishing Lakes
Ellis and Michelson will require some
planning to get accommodation, delivery to the base camp, and access to
camping equipment. It is complicated
securing the necessary licenses, too,
as is paying the park entry fees and the
like. The travel agent I will recommend
to you further on can sort out the details. All considered, a visit to Rutundu
and its two lakes and river is much
more advisable if you have not visited
Kenya before.
Aberdare Mountains: Another great
destination in Kenya is the Aberdare
Mountains in Aberdare National Park.
They are one of the most beautiful and
most unlikely of African destinations.
Much of this area is moorland, reminiscent of Scotland or Ireland; many other
parts are dense natural forest where elephant and other creatures roam. There
are small streams, dramatic waterfalls,
and a huge self-sustaining population
of rainbow and brown trout. Getting
to this area requires a three- to fivehour drive from Nairobi, depending
on which park entrance you choose.
You can get a one- or three-day fishing
permit at the park entrance. There are
two key options for accommodation:
the Kenya Wildlife Service Fishing
Lodges (www.kws.org/parks/parks_reserves/ABNP.html) and the Aberdare
Country Club (www.aberdarecountryclub.com). The former are stone-built
cabins that stand side by side. They
have two main bedrooms with their
Volume 28, Number 4
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own bathrooms, hot water showers, and
toilet. There is also a small room where
your driver and/or guide can sleep. It
is self-catering and the kitchen has two
gas rings and everything you need to
cook basic food. Bedding is provided
and is cleaned for each new booking.
There is a large dining/living room area
dominated by a vast fireplace. You will
need to supplement meager supplies
of firewood by bringing your own. It
can get very cold. There is a long balcony with lovely views and at night
you can watch buffalo, duiker (a small
antelope), dik-dik (an even smaller
antelope), and other animals graze
outside your door. Don’t be tempted to
go outside for a closer look. These are
wild animals in one of the least-visited
national parks in Kenya and they are
probably not as habituated to humans
as in other parks. You will come across
elephant, buffalo, and leopard, if you
are lucky, on the network of murram
(laterite) roads. Enjoy them from the
car only. As for the Aberdare Country
Club, this is an extremely comfortable
hotel with good food and lovely rooms,
each with a fireplace. It can arrange
fishing, a license and an escort for
you. It’s basically old-style colonial in
a beautiful garden setting with a fine
pool and lovely bar and dining area.
It’s farther from the fishing than the
KWS lodges, but that is the price you
pay for electric light and ice in your
drinks.
The fishing here is for brown and
rainbow trout. You can catch small
specimens in just about any stream you
come across. Light tackle, small flies,
and stealth will succeed. There is little
risk in stopping at one of the bridges or
crossings and fishing what you can see.
Unless there is an elephant or rhino
in the water, you will be safe. But the
better fishing is off-road and for this
you will need stout boots—there are
swampy areas—and a KWS guide.
You can make arrangements to get a
guide (they are armed with rifles) when
you enter the park. The main rivers
are the Chania, Gikuru, Karura, and
Honi. They can vary in width from 30
to three feet and the water is generally
April 2015

clear, so stealthy presentation is important. There are also several waterfalls.
The best way to fish the Aberdares is
to take a park map and a packed lunch
and head off with a driver and guide
and explore as far as you want. Fish are
typically not big—six to eight ounces
is a norm—but there are bigger trout.
The remoteness of the terrain and small
numbers of visitors mean the fish will
come readily to the fly if presented
stealthily and the experience is one of
deep, beautiful wilderness.
The Ragati Conservancy: This is
an exciting new private fishery in a
conservancy on the southern slopes of
Mount Kenya. Formed in liaison with
the Kenya Forestry Service, it covers
an area of some 8,000 hectares (about
20,000 acres) that ranges in altitude up

to 3,000 meters (about 9,800 feet). Its
conservancy status means there is no
subsistence or market farming, just wilderness and its resident elephant, buffalo, and other species. There are five
miles of river here. Just be aware that
this is a wilderness area. Do not expect
to find neat, riverside paths and resting
benches. The rewards are rainbows of
four pounds and more. You can stay
here in the Ragati Sky Camp, which
is basically a tent in the trees. You can
book this camp, and all of the other
places I have told you about through
the travel agency, African Ascents.
They can organize a two- or three-day
excursion for you with accommodation
and transfers from nearby Nanyuki,
which is about an hour and a half away
by car with a very bumpy ascent to the
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camp. There are guides, ghillies, and
full camp staff to make your stay work.
Nanyuki is about a three- to four-hour
drive from Nairobi, depending on traffic, but only a brisk flight from Wilson
Airport in Nairobi. There are daily
flights.
The Northern and Southern Mathioya Rivers: These two waters have
for decades been the preserve of the
Kenya Fly Fishers Club (KFFC) but
are actually public waters and anyone
with a license issued by the Murang’a
local government can fish there. It
is beautiful rolling country, and the
rivers wind their way between steep
terraces of baize-green smallholder
tea, except for small stretches where
it crosses forest reserve. Between the
two rivers there are probably 12 miles
of fairly easy fishing. It can take a
little over three hours to get to them
from Nairobi on good roads as far as
the busy market town of Kimende,
where the road becomes a mixture of
tarmac, dirt, and potholes. The KFFC
has compounds on both the Northern
and Southern Mathioya arms but does
not welcome visitors. The only place to
stay is Aberdare Cottages and Fishing
Lodge, which has a mixture of chalets
and tents overlooking the water. Food
and rates are reasonable but basic. The
web address is: www.aberdarecottages.
co.ke/accommodation/. The lodge encourages fishing and will drive you to
the rivers. The Southern is probably
the better of the two rivers and the
farther you fish from the KFFC camps
the more likely you are to make contact with a good fish. Early morning
and before dusk are the best times, but
fish can and will take all day providing it is not too bright. Small flies and
streamers on floating lines will suffice, and there is generally room for
a backcast or roll cast. Big fish of up
to four pounds are still occasionally
taken here, despite the thoroughness of
the poachers’ sticks and worms, which
devastate annual stockings. Try fishing upstream from the bridge at the tea
factory on the Southern. Many of the
best large fish have been taken here,
and you can walk upstream for several
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miles without encountering another angler, only Africans busy tending their
cattle or plucking tea. They are friendly
and well used to anglers, and many of
them know more about the location of
fish than the ghillies the KFFC employs
for its members. Alas, the reason they
know their location is the same reason
for the spectacular decline in fish returns
over recent years—unlicensed fishing for even the smallest specimen for
the pot. This may change if the local
government succeeds in making fishing
part of the tourism package it is putting
together to attract investors and holiday
makers. These waters were first stocked
by settlers a century ago, and prodigious

fish of up to eight pounds or more were
taken. If you pop into one of the KFFC
camps, you can see casts of these fish
on the walks and the logo Piscatoribus
Sacrum (from Isaac Walton’s Complete
Angler) engraved over the fireplace and
entrance lintel of the club houses. These
are pretty places, and it is a shame that
visitors cannot rent the simple cabins
in the riverside grounds. There is an
old-world feel and smell of a bygone
age about the battered old furniture, the
threadbare carpets and the taxidermist
specimens on the wall. The atmosphere
is somewhere between a museum and a
church. On one wall of the lodge house
on Southern Camp there is even an ad-

vertisement, yellowing now, and framed,
of the Hardy Kenya rod. That says it
all.—Andy Hill.
Postscript: As mentioned above, African
Ascents is the only travel outfit in Kenya
that specializes in fishing. They can help
arrange any of the fishing described in
this report. The web address is: (www.
africanascents.com/fly-fishing/.) Another
good source of travel information about
Kenya, Andy Hill says, is Rose Muya,
owner of Timeless Tours and Travels
(www.timeless-travels.com). Andy Hill,
you will be interested to know, tells us
his next big fishing trip will be to Iran
sometime in 2015. He’s promised us a
report afterward. Stay tuned.

Briefly Noted
Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments
 Now, here is some good news!
Seems Flycastaway, the South African
booking and outfitting company, has
gotten permission to house anglers
on St. Brandon Atoll in a land-based
facility. This will not only make trips
to this remote Indian Ocean destination more comfortable, but it will also
eliminate the problems associated with
the mother ship M.Y. Gryphon, which
was previously used to transport anglers
to the atoll and to house them once they
were there. The 45-year-old Gryphon
had been breaking down repeatedly in
recent years, most recently causing an
entire party of anglers to return home
after flying all the way to Mauritius, the
starting point for trips to St. Brandon.
The M.Y. Gryphon was also s-l-o-w
and expensive to operate, requiring
more than a day each way to make the
230-nautical-mile trip from Mauritius to
St. Brandon.
The replacement boat, a high-speed
transport vessel called Patrol One,
will make the outgoing trip in 14 to 16
hours and the return trip in 12 to 14
hours. This will add more than a full
day of fishing to the standard nine-day
trip here and save the company a lot of
money on fuel. As a result, while prices
for trips almost everywhere else are
rising, the cost of a St. Brandon trip is
set to go down this year from €7,100
April 2015

previously to $7,500 US. Yes, there
have been some currency crosscurrents
at work here, but the bottom line is the
new trip price is still lower this year
than it was last year to Europeans and
Americans alike.
As for the new land-based facility, it is not luxurious, according to
Flycastaway’s Gerhard Laubscher. He

describes it as a “clean, comfortable
guesthouse on Raphael Island, situated in the fish-rich northern part of the
atoll. It’s all a visiting angler needs,
really, given the remote location.” The
guesthouse has the added advantage
of having a highly productive, easywading flat just meters away from the
front porch, he says.
The fishery at St. Brandon is famous for a number of reasons, includ-
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ing the general lack of wariness of all
the species, stemming from a neartotal lack of fishing pressure. There
has been a small handline fishery
here, Laubscher says, but even that is
coming to an end. In connection with
his gaining the right to house anglers
in a land-based facility, he says the
government of Seychelles went along
with his request to officially ban the
handline fishery. Now, the only fishing on the island will be done by the
authorized eight anglers a week he
brings in. That kind of pressure on 50
separate islands spread over some 30
miles of remote ocean is negligible.
It puts St. Brandon on a path toward
boasting the most sustainable and
robust fishery in the Indian Ocean, he
says.
The species that attracts the most
attention here is bonefish. They occur
in astounding numbers and reach impressive size. Laubscher says anglers
routinely catch double-digit specimens. The largest taken has been in
the 15-pound class. GTs also reach
large size here. In fact, almost all of
the GTs taken here weigh between 40
and 60 pounds, with occasional specimens weighing more than 100 pounds.
Laubscher admits that figure (100
pounds) is a guess because he does
not encourage anglers to weigh fish
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that big. “You injure a fish that big by
trying to weigh it,” He says. “So we
generally just measure GTs quickly
and return them to the water. We have
taken fish of 58 inches that appeared
to weigh as much as 120 pounds.”
The third major fish here is the IndoPacific permit, which occurs in large
numbers. Daily shots can almost be
guaranteed if anglers choose to focus
on them.
The season at St. Brandon runs
from April to mid-June; and from
mid-September through the end of
December. At this writing, Laubscher
says this year is 70 to 75 percent
firmly booked, with an additional 20
percent tentatively spoken for. If you
want to fish St. Bandon this year,
better hurry. The web address for the
company is www.flycastaway.com.
Just file a report when you get back
and let fellow subscribers know what
the new lodge is like, how the new
transport boat behaved and, of course,
how the fishing was. Send your report
to: doncausey@anglingreport.com.
 Talk about a gorgeous fish! That’s
the only way to describe the huge permit Bob Cosgriff caught recently at
Grey’s Point Inn on Acklins Island.
The massive fish measured 45 inches,
and is estimated to have weighed 60
pounds. I say estimated because no one
wanted to keep the fish out of the water
long enough to establish its exact size
and weight.
Here is how Cosgriff describes
his big fish: “How big was the permit?
We estimated sixty pounds. Other veteran guides, after seeing the pictures,
say 60–70 pounds—others less. Is it a
record? We will leave that to others to
decide. We quickly measured the length
against the rod—45 inches! The girth
not measured but look at the photos—
you guess.”
You can take a look at the fish at
the following address, where Cosgriff
has posted an account of his catching the fish: https://angleradventures.
wordpress.com/2015/03/03/60-poundpermit-landed-on-fly-in-the-bahamas/.
As that web address indicates, CosApril 2015

griff’s trip to Grey’s Point Inn was
booked for him by Angler Adventures
in Old Lyme, Connecticut (www.
angleradventures.com). I’m indebted
to Evan Peterson at that firm for early
word of this magnificent fish. Our
congratulations to Bob Cosgriff and
everyone who helped make this catch
possible!
 If you are booked on a trip to Los
Roques, better get back in touch with
your agent or outfitter, as the government of Venezuela has just made it mandatory for US citizens to acquire a visa
ahead of time, and, at this writing anyway, it is not clear at all just how to do
that. The website we visited indicated
that US citizens will have to appear in

person at a consulate and pay a $30 fee
to obtain a visa. Apparently, some applicants will have to come in for a personal
interview. Just who will have to come in
and why is not clear.
This new and complicated visa
requirement comes in the midst of
an escalating war of words between
Washington and Caracas. Things may
have flared and gone in completely
new directions by the time you receive
this. So, monitor international newscasts if you are headed to Los Roques.
Los Roques, to be sure, is a
peaceful offshore spot, far from the
madding crowds of politicians. If you
can get there and back, you will almost certainly be safe. We will have
more on Los Roques in future issues.
Stay tuned.
 And, finally, in the January issue,
we told you that we would be working
with Italian angling entrepreneur Clau-
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dio Tagini this year to bring you word
of a few previously “secret” places to go
fly fishing in Italy, mostly for trout, but
also for saltwater species. In Tagini’s
first report, he described a number of
opportunities along the Adda River,
which rises on the southern slope of
the Alps near the border with Switzerland before emptying into the northern
end of Lake Como north of Milan.
This month, he turns his attention to
the Piave River, which begins its flow
southward toward Venice near the town
of Sappada just below the Austrian border. He writes:
“The Piave River begins as a cute,
little spring that reminds me somewhat of the Metolius in Oregon. It
flows southwest from the town of Sappada for about half its course before
curving southeast near the hamlet of
Vas, where there is a nice fishing preserve. It then skirts the Montello area
and flows toward the Adriatic Sea,
reaching it near Jesolo, about 22 miles
northeast of Venice.
“A day or so fishing the Piave
River makes for an excellent side
trip from Venice. Your first stop here
should be the hamlet of Vas, where
there is an excellent catch-and-release
preserve. Vas is reachable by taking
the A27 toll road out of Venice north
toward Belluno, where you take the
Treviso Nord Exit and head toward
Valdobbiadene. Vas is just a few miles
northwest of Valdobbiadene. Once in
the area, the landmark to look for is
an iron bridge visible from the main
road into Vas. The catch-and-release
area here is a little over a mile long,
about half of which is downstream
from the iron bridge, while the other
half is upstream.
“There are mostly brown trout
here, along with a few grayling, all indigenous, quite large, and very feisty.
One’s tippet material here needs to be
strong, at least 4X. An adequate fishing net is also necessary here—and
required, by the way, under the strict
catch-and-release regulations—along
with single, barbless-hook flies, no
added weight to the leader, no fishing
with streamers.
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“The Piave River here alternates
between long, gravel flat runs, where
the elusive large grayling tend to stay,
and attractive boulder-strewn riffles
that provide a home for the larger
trout. Hatches are not complicated, I
am told. A fly known locally as leuchtra fusca will likely be all you need.
If there are emerging insects, chances
are they will be chironomid.
“This area is productive year
round, although during July and August the fishing is good only very
early in the morning or late in the evening. You can get more information
on the Vas Preserve at 011-39-043983044 (dialed from the US). Be aware
that the fishery is closed on Tuesdays
and Fridays. A half-day permit to fish
the river costs 15 euros.
You can get a permit at a very
fair-priced lodge/restaurant in the
Montello area called Locanda Solagna
(www.locandasolagna.it/). Other local lodging options include the Bus
de l’Och B&B (www.busdeloch.it)
in Feltre; and the Asolo Golf Club
(www.asologolf.it.en) less than 10
miles from the fishing area.
“The Piave in Belluno, further
upstream, is where I always go fishing when I am in this area, as there is
a distinct possibility of catching trout
in the 16-inch range, and, with a little
luck, also quite larger ones on tiny
dry flies. The quarry here are brown
trout, marbled trout, and their hybrids,
plus some nice imported rainbow trout
and grayling (the latter from Austrian
stock). There are two distinct sections
of the preserve here.
Both sections require the use of
artificial flies and barbless hooks.
The downstream section runs from
the confluence of the Limana with the
Piave to the San Felice Bridge. (The
Limana is a stream, really, not a river.)
The other section (which I prefer)
runs from Sarajevo Bridge downstream to Bailey Bridge, where I once
caught a nice marbled-brown trout hybrid of about 17 inches in early April.
I also hooked but lost a larger one on
the same outing just downstream of
Victory Bridge in the deep, boulderApril 2015

strewn section. I have seen photographs of 20-plus-inch trout caught in
the same area.
“The Piave here consists mostly
of very long runs broken up by short
and swift riffles where there can be
intense hatches around 4 PM. At that
time you can fish the same stretch for
a long time, casting to every rising
trout within reach.
The best time to fish Belluno
Preserve is in March and, especially,
April, before the snowmelt starts: the
cooler the spring the better the fishing
will be. Later on, when waters clear,
the best time of day to fish is very
early in the morning or late in the
evening.

“The rules here mandate the use
of a floating line, barbless hooks, and
artificial flies that imitate insects only.
Fish caught must be released without
being removed from the water. Only
six half-day permits are allowed each
day at a cost of 15 euros, and are
available locally. A good contact here
is Angelo Piller, who runs Villa Marinotti, (www.villamarinotti.com), a
successful fly fishing B&B in Tai di
Cadore.
“Good fishing on the Piave actually starts almost at the source, near
the town of Sappada, although the
trout there are smallish (key-holder
size, says a local friend of mine).
Larger specimens are found just a
few miles downstream, however, after
tributaries such as the Boite and Ansiei (both respectable trout streams on
their own) flow into it. One place to
consider here is the fly-fishing-only,
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catch-and-release Perarolo Reserve,
situated at the confluence of the Boite
and the Piave. Trout of 15 inches are
not at all uncommon here, and large
grayling (some measuring as much
as 20 inches) can often be seen lazily
swimming from the bridge above the
river. The usual half-day fishing permit here costs 15 euros. A good contact in this area is again Angelo Piller
(www.flyfishdolomiti.com).
Don Causey Note: Claudio Tagini’s
report on the Piave contained many
more suggestions on places to fish, but
the above should be enough to whet
your appetite. The best way to arrange
a fishing trip in this area is to contact
Tagini directly at: awaflyfish@aol.
com; or wetawa@outlook.com. As I
have pointed out before, his knowledge of Italian fishing is encyclopedic,
as is his knowledge of local food, history, and more. Fair warning, though:
his initial reply to any query you have
may be somewhat overwhelming, as
his enthusiasm tends be Vesuvian, to
coin an appropriately Italian figure of
speech. If you are interested in fishing
in Italy, stick with the process. Keep
asking questions. What will emerge
is a blueprint for a wonderful fishing
side trip on your next journey to Italy.
Please file a report if you go on one of
his trips. Write: doncausey@anglingreport.com.

Angling Report Update
 As of May 2015 The Angling
Report will have a new mailing address, phone number, and email. All
subscribers are asked to mail any correspondance, including renewal forms
and report forms to the new address.
All current contact information will
be active until the end of April 2015.
New mailing address:
4431 Greenwich Parkway
Wa s h i n g t o n , D . C .

20007

New Phone Number: 202-770-9942
New Email: mike@anglingreport.com
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The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newsletter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.

 Subscriber Art Friedlander has
many positive things to say about his
recent peacock bass fishing trip to
Agua Boa Lodge in Brazil this past
December, booked for him by Sweetwater Travel (www.sweetwatertravel.
com). He says he caught 10 to 30 butterfly peacocks daily, depending on
how much time he spent looking for
them instead of the larger temensis variety of peacock. He says he managed
to land about one temensis per day
up to 10 pounds, as did others on the
trip. The largest fish taken was in the
15-pound range. Interestingly, he says
he used a single-handled 8 wt and a
12½-foot 6 wt Spey rod to throw a variety of flies, including Clousers, Whistlers, Half and Halfs, and Deceivers.
“This was my second trip to Agua
Boa at the same time of the year,”
Friedlander writes. “However, the fishing could not have been more different
because of the changed water level.
Previously, with high water, the fishing
was mainly blind casting to the shore
and to deeper water in the lagoons.
This time, the water was quite low and
almost all of the fishing was to sighted
fish. This made for days of a Zen-like
experience standing on the front platform with absolutely no sounds except
for the birds, which were spectacular,
while we searched for fish. You also
got to see caiman, large otters, and
monkeys. Occasionally you’d hear a
jaguar in the surrounding forest.
“The sight fishing was absolutely
outstanding. It was like bone fishing
except perhaps more difficult, as peacocks move away faster than bonefish.
Visibility was four to five feet, and it
was always a rush to see the takes. One
thing I did not like was the fact that
some of the guides on some stretches
April 2015

of the river set us up to fish for peacocks on their spawning beds. To me,
that raised some ethical issues that
should be addressed. On the bright
side, the communication skill of the
guides was much improved from last
time.”
Friedlander gives the cost of his
trip as $4,850, and he recommends it
to fellow subscribers. “Great fishing for
peacocks in an interesting and exotic

location,” he writes. “Everything, including the food, the accommodations,
and the service, was good.”
The one major complaint Friedlander has about the trip is his sighting
of a large party of spin fishermen on
the river in an area that was supposed
to be reserved for fly fishermen booked
into Agua Boa. “There were six boats
with spin fisherman from another lodge
upriver,” he writes. “The manager of
Agua Boa said the boats were there
illegally, and, with a new local government coming into power next year, he
hoped they would be banned. Nevertheless, it was disconcerting to see a
group of spin fishermen on what is supposed to be a remote fly-fishing-only
stretch of the Agua Boa. Hopefully, this
will indeed be remedied soon.”
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Don Causey Note: At press time, I
spoke with Dan Vermillion at Sweetwater Travel about the intruding spin
fishermen, and he acknowledged there
was a temporary problem with them
this year, largely because the water
level was lower than normal. “Low
water permits guides from an operation
lower down to intrude into the edge of
our area occasionally,” he said. “Typically, they cannot get into our area at
all because their boats cannot negotiate the shallow water where we fish.
This is not a large and recurring problem.” He went on to say that a more
permanent solution to this problem is
being worked out. In the meantime, he
said the occasional intrusions were not
harming the overall quality of the fishing. “We are 100 percent booked at this
writing,” Vermillion said. “Our overall
fishing experience is intact.”
 Honor Roll subscriber Shawn Taylor is very pleased with his trip to the
Kamchatka Peninsula of Russia
last July arranged for him on the Ozernaya River by Will Blair of Best of
Kamchatka (www.thebestofkamchatka.
com). Taylor says he went there with
a buddy, Cam, who he worked with
as a guide on the Kanektok River in
southwest Alaska in the mid-1980s.
“Our trip together last summer was
our 30th anniversary trip,” he writes.
“We originally planned to go back to
the Kanektok, but both of us had long
dreamed of fishing Kamchatka, so we
decided to go there instead. Our journey began with a flight to Petropavlovsk on Yakutia Airlines. On arrival
there, we boarded a bus for a six-hour
ride north, four hours of which were on
dirt! At the end of that seemingly endless ride, we stopped in a field where
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we were met by a couple of Mi-8 helicopters, the very same ones flown for
years in Afghanistan, albeit those had
a much less attractive paint job than
ours. There was some grumbling about
the length of our bus ride, but taking
that bus proved to be prudent, as I will
explain later.
“Flying over the terrain of Kamchatka at a very low elevation was
definitely one of the highlights of the
trip. Unfortunately, we arrived too
late to fish the first day, which was a
bit disappointing. The next day we
fished with Vanye, a native from the
area who knew the water very well.
He understood most of what we said
but could not speak any English. He
basically walked our boat down the
entire stretch of river that we fished
that day. Our group was the first to fish
the Ozernaya last summer, so our flies
were the first the fish had seen since
the previous September. We caught a
number of rainbows, along with many
big Dolly Varden and grayling. The
grayling averaged the largest size we
had ever seen. The second and last days
we fished with Tom Kersbergen, an excellent guide who works in Chile in the
winter time. The last day we walked
our way into a feeder river called the
Lamutskaya. It had been fished only
five times all last season! Another day
we fished with Igor, a fisheries biologist who speaks great English and has
amassed a wealth of information about
the local fishing. Will Blair also guided
us for a day.
“The rainbow trout on the Kamchatka Peninsula are absolutely amazing. We were there the very first week
of the season in order to have the best
mousing opportunities possible. On
the downside, we expected the fish to
be thinner then, but that was not the
case at all. They were very healthy and
fat. This apparently has to do with the
amazing hatches and the numbers of
sculpin that are available on Kamchatka. I mostly moused, while Cam fished
both on the top of the water and deep.
We caught at least a dozen rainbows
each day and could have caught a hundred Dollys and grayling each day. We
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actually developed a knack for pulling
our mice away from charging Dollys!
The rainbows were so unaccustomed
to flies that, if a fish came off a mouse,
you could throw back at him and hook
him again.
“Our accommodations were small,
wooden A-frame huts with foam pads
for mattresses. We brought our own
sleeping bags. One of the highlights
of the trip was the engaging camp
manager and cook, Svetlana. She has
been with the camp for years and also
is a cook for hunting parties in the fall.
She speaks perfect English and makes
amazing meals on a hot plate and a
toaster oven! We were met with snacks
and a beer at the end of each fishing

day. Each meal was toasted with vodka
and local beer. The downside of going to such a remote destination is that
we only got to fish for five days. The
wisdom of the long bus ride on the first
day was borne out on our return, however, when we learned that a couple
of groups who were to fly helicopters
out of Petro were stuck in town for
over two days due to fog, a common
problem on the coast. That was not an
issue for us since we were bused to the
interior.
“I could go on and on about this
trip. Just ask my wife. Suffice it to
say that this was a trip of a lifetime!
In fact, the biggest mistake that Cam
and I made was that we pitched it that
way to our spouses, who took us way
too literally. The cost of the entire trip
($7,900 for the Kamchatka fishing
only but about $12,000 total when you
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add the airfare and other things) is the
only reason we didn’t rebook as soon
as we got back. Kamchatka will inevitably change over time as its natural
resources become more widely known.
Until then, it is without a doubt one of
the most amazing places on earth to
wet a fly!”
 Subscriber Austin Nye has checked
in with a detailed report on a flyoriented trip to Tropic Star Lodge in
Panama. His report is important because Tropic Star is not known for its
ability to host fly fishermen, though it
is known for offering anglers enormous
numbers of shots at marlin, sails, and
other species. “There is ZERO fly tackle at Tropic Star Lodge,” Nye warns.
“They use identical conventional tackle
on all their boats, so don’t come here
expecting them be able to outfit you for
fly fishing. I broke the tip off my 12 wt
and all they had to replace it with was a
spinning rod tip. It worked for my last
sailfish, believe it or not.”
Importantly, Nye says he was able
to catch some fish on fly despite the
lodge’s focus on the use of conventional tackle. “In six days of fishing,
I tallied 26 billfish raised. Fifteen of
those were sailfish, of which eight
were teased to within casting range,”
he writes. “Four of those were caught
on fly; one was caught on conventional.
As for blue marlin, we raised 10, four
of which were teased within casting
range. I hooked and lost one of those.
Six were taken on conventional.”
The meat of Nye’s report is a daily
log of activities that is must reading if
you are considering a fly-oriented trip
to Tropic Star. A copy of his report
should be uploaded to our database by
the time you read this. It’s important,
Nye says, that you let the lodge know
ahead of time that you are interested
in fly fishing. “Make sure you request
a fly fishing boat/captain/mate in advance,” he writes. “The crew I fished
with, Captain Jose and Mate Lemy,
were extremely encouraging and supportive of my fly fishing endeavors.”
Nye concludes that he would certainly go back to Tropic Star Lodge if
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the occasion presented itself, specifically to target marlin on fly. “I have not
traveled anywhere else in the world
where you have as many opportunities,” he writes. “Everything about the
lodge is five-star or better. The food is
incredible, the service is friendly and
enthusiastic, the crews, boats, and gear
are all top notch and in tip-top shape.
Tropic Star is not really comparable
to any of the offshore lodges I have
visited in Guatemala and Costa Rica.
Those lodges definitely offer more sailfish opportunities, and lately it appears
that some of the crews in Guatemala
are catching blue marlin on fly. Still,
I would have to say that the quality of
the experience at Tropic Star would
earn my money above the others. If you
want astronomical numbers of sailfish
with the occasional blue marlin, Guatemala has to be your spot. But if you
want consistent shots at blue marlin,
Tropic Star Lodge is the place to go.”
 Subscriber Rick Shields has good
things to say about a five-day trip to
Louisiana’s Biloxi Marsh this past
November in search of big redfish,
handled for him by Capt. Lucas Bissett
of Low Tide Charters (www.louisianalowtide.com. Tel. 225-718-9532). He
writes:
“This past November my friend
Kernon and I took a trip to Louisiana
to see if we could catch giant redfish on
a fly. We catch our fair share of reds in
southwest Florida but they are nothing
like what we hoped to find in Louisiana. I began my search for a guide by
reading as many bios as I could find on
the Internet. I was looking for a homegrown guide who fishes Biloxi Marsh
year round. My search led me to Lucas
Bissett, who is apparently the only
Orvis-endorsed guide in Louisiana.
“Lucas likes his clients to stay in
Chalmette at the Best Western Plus,
which is about 20 miles southeast of
New Orleans. He will also pick clients
up in New Orleans if that is their preference. Kernon and I were on a fishing
trip, not a tourist trip, so Chalmette was
our choice.
“Lucas provides everything you
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need on this trip, including Orvis Helios 2 rods. It was a real treat not having to figure out which fly rods, reels,
lines, flies, and spinning gear to bring
onto an airplane. Your day with Bissett, we quickly learned, begins at 6:15
or so when he picks you up and heads
to Penny’s Cafe for breakfast. That’s
where many of the local guides bring
their clients. Your lunch is also prepared at Penny’s. During breakfast, you
could tell Lucas was trying to figure
out what kind of fishermen we were
and what we expected from the day.
We stressed to him that we were after
big fish.
“Lucas picked up his 18-foot Beavertail skiff on the way to the launch.
Once we were in the water we ran
for about an hour. On the way, Lucas

explained that he likes to sight-fish
for reds, so it’s very important to find
clear water. Unfortunately, clear water
turned out to be hard to find. Where we
began we could see the fish, but only
after it was too late to cast to them.
My fishing partner, Kernon, fly-fishes
but he is mostly a spin guy. That being
the case, I positioned myself on the
front of the boat while he stood in the
middle where he could fish to the side
and back of the boat. I know there’s an
ongoing debate about spin fishing versus fly fishing, but having one of each
in a boat gives both of them something
to do. On this trip, having one of each
turned out to be very effective, too, as
witness what happened when Lucas
spotted our first big fish. It was behind
the boat, not in front of the boat, but
Kernon was still able to cast to it. It
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turned out to be a 46-inch, 33-pound
redfish!
“One thing I quickly learned was
that your casts on the front of the boat
are often to fish that are very close to
the boat, sometimes just a leader away.
Lucas told me to put the fly right on the
fish’s head. He called that technique,
‘combat fishing, Louisiana-style.’ In
all, we caught six reds in four days of
spin and fly fishing. None of the reds
were under 17 pounds, plus we caught
two 20-pound black drum as well.
The biggest fly rod red we caught was
a 28-pounder. Kernon caught it blind
casting.
“Lucas is a class-act guide who is
great to be with and very considerate,
as witness what happened after our
best day on the water. We had caught
over 100 pounds of redfish that day.
Back at the dock a client from another
boat asked Lucas how we did. He said,
‘About as well as everyone else.’ In the
car later, Lucas explained there was no
need to lessen the experience of the
other fisherman by bragging about our
success. I like that kind of attitude. He
is knowledgeable on many subjects and
very articulate. Lucas charges $600 a
day. If you go out with him, you will
not be disappointed.”
 Subscriber Bryan Whiting can’t
say enough good things about his trip
this past July to the Kanektok River
in Alaska with Alaska West (www.
deneki.com/alaskawest/), despite the
fact that Alaska Fish and Game outlawed the targeting of king salmon
here last year. He says Alaska West
told him ahead of time that kings could
not be targeted, and they offered him
the chance to cancel if he wanted. “We
enjoy Alaska West and the Kanektok
so much we were not even tempted to
cancel,” Whiting writes. “Yes, it was
initially disappointing not being able
to fish for kings, but the quality of the
camp, the guides, and the fishing for
other species more than made up for
not catching kings.” Whiting goes on to
paint this picture of his experience on
the Kanektok:
“At Alaska West, you leave camp
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at 8 AM with your guide in a jet boat,
which is used only to get from point A
to point B. Fishing is done from gravel
bars up and down the river. The river
was a little lower than normal this past
summer, reflecting the relatively low
snow year in western Alaska. The low
water didn’t seem to affect the fishing at all, however. The chums came
right on up the river in three to four
feet of water, and so did the sockeyes,
as close to shore as they could get and
stay underwater. You could sight fish
for rainbows and grayling, especially
in the side channels upstream from
camp where the river braids. Not being
able to target kings this past summer
actually created one of the highlights
of the trip. When I fish for kings, I
tend to get so focused on them that I
forget that chum and sockeye salmon
are both great game fish, too. And the
good part is the chums are so populous here you can literally get a hit on
almost every cast. They tend to weigh
10 to 15 pounds here. Their strike is
nothing special, I know. It is not much
more than your fly stopping. Once they
are hooked, however, they take off like
a NASCAR vehicle. They don’t often
jump clear of the water, but they do
surf the top, dive to the bottom, head
downstream and then upstream so violently you have to struggle to get the
resultant downstream loop back onto
your reel. Sometimes, they sit in the
middle of the strongest current and just
bulldog. At times, it becomes a contest
to determine who will give up first,
you or the chum. Tie a 12-pound king
or a 12-pound trout of any species to a
chum tail to tail and the chum will tow
them both around like a wagon.
“Sockeyes are as exciting as
chums but just in a different manner.
You can pretty much sight fish for them
all the time here because they come
upriver in a foot of water. It’s an interesting visual illusion what happens
when you see a sockeye in the water.
He may appear to be about 24 inches
long and weigh three to four pounds
in the water, but when you hook him,
he suddenly grows into seven to nine
pounds of fury. He will immediately
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start tail-walking across the river, only
to fly 30 yards up and downstream as
soon as he lands. The sockeye action
is nonstop here, too, because as soon
as you land or lose a sockeye, all you
have to do is look downstream for the
wake of another group of 15 to 25
sockeyes. Occasionally, you just have
to stop and rest.
“One especially notable day this
past summer my wife was at the top
of a gravel bar snaking sockeyes and I
was 300 yards down the bar popping
for chums in the slack current of the
inside bend. We were both constantly
into fish, forcing our guide, Jason, to
literally run back and forth between us,
netting, releasing, retying for three to
four hours. I think he was glad to see 6
PM arrive. That is when you have to be

back at camp here, which means you
can get 10 hours of constant fishing in
a day if you want. There is also plenty
of quality fishing water right by camp
if 10 hours of fishing isn’t enough.
“Indeed, the Kanektok River is
full of fish. It is also amazing to see
the amount of wildlife along its banks.
Every day we saw grizzly and wolf
tracks, along with occasional caribou
and moose tracks. If we decided to fish
the same gravel bar two days in a row
(something you would never have to do
if you didn’t want to), there would be
grizzly tracks on top of our own tracks
from the previous day. One afternoon,
a red fox spent an hour across the bank
catching mice. We also saw mink and
weasels. Bald eagles were constantly
searching the river.
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“A highlight of our trip this past
summer was the quality of the Spey
instruction we received from our guide,
Jason. We had learned to Spey cast on
our king trip here two years prior, but,
in truth, we were barely proficient.
Jason soon had us casting the width of
the river, making appropriate mends.
He was not only an excellent instructor,
but was also just plain fun to be with.
The entire camp staff here is composed
of exceptionally pleasant and hardworking people. The cook, Robert, is
not just a camp cook; he is a competent
chef who provided a high-quality and
varied menu over the week.
“Another trip highlight here is the
chance to catch one of the Kanektok’s
‘leopard’ rainbows. Their brilliant red
stripe is beyond description. You can
often spot them by just looking for
their red stripe in the river. Their ‘leopard’ spots are dark black and so thick
there are spots on their fins and sometimes even inside their mouth. You
can catch rainbows here in the 24-inch
range every day, and, sometime during
a typical trip, you will hook at least
one 28 inches or larger. The rainbows
here actually strike a sculpin fly harder
than a salmon does a streamer. They
can appear from under a snag to attack
a mouse fly. Occasionally, you will
have multiple fish trying to hit the same
mouse. We have had rainbows throw up
multiple mice as we unhooked them.
“Finally, the presence of relatively
large grayling is also a highlight here.
Most are 14 to 16 inches in length
but the occasional 20-inch fish with a
bright blue dorsal fin and gold belly
will attack your fly. It can be great fun
watching a 14-inch grayling attack,
re-attack, and re-attack again as he attempts to eat your mouse fly with his
small mouth.”
“In sum, the fishing here is better
than advertised; the camp is top notch;
the guides are even better. Don’t wait.
Come fish this place and bring someone special with you. Bring your kids.
They will catch fish, the guides will
have fun with them, and having them
along will create a memory you will
both share forever.”
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Postscript: Whiting gives the cost of
his trip as $5,900 per person, plus
“whatever gratuity one chooses.” He
warmly recommends the experience to
fellow subscribers.
Controversy
 Subscriber Scott Guilmartin has a
number of complaints about an arctic
char and brook trout trip in Labrador, handled for him this past August
by Eric Cranford of Tasiujak Lodge
(www.arcticcharfishing.net). The fishing on this trip was not great (only
“fair” according to Guilmartin), but the
major problems on the trip revolved
around the kind and quality of air service that was provided into and out
of the lodge and to nearby lakes on a
daily fly-out basis. Clearly, there were
a number of misunderstandings and
miscommunications between Cranford
and Guilmartin, and many of them ap-

pear to be the fault of Cranford. For
example, he admits he did not specify
ahead of time what fly-outs would cost,
or whether they would cost anything
at all. In the end, he says he did expect
payment for daily fly-outs and that
helped exacerbate a post-trip conflict
over the cost of a commercial flight
Guilmartin had to change and pay for.
More important still is what happened
on one of the daily fly-outs. Here is
how Guilmartin describes the event:
“Because the fishing at the camp was
so-so, we were asked by Cranford one
day if we wanted to try a pool downriver, which was 10 minutes away by
air. We accepted the offer and climbed
into the plane, along with a ‘minder’
who spoke French only, no English.
The pilot said he would pick us up at
4 PM. Unfortunately, as the day progressed, clouds began to roll in. By the

time our agreed-upon pickup hour was
approaching visibility had dropped to
a point that the low mountain range
between our location and camp was
obscured by clouds. There was no radio
communication between our party and
camp, so we had no way of scheduling an earlier pickup. Finally at 7 PM
the plane arrived. It could not take off
again, however, due to the storm and
rain. We wound up spending the entire
night in the rain in the woods on an
island in the lake. Why was there no
radio communication between us and
the lodge? Why, when the weather
started to turn, didn’t they come for
us? The way this was handled speaks
volumes about the quality of the camp
and its management.” Guilmartin goes
on to say he has “never had a negative
experience of this magnitude with an
operator before.” He does not recom-
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Fly Fishing for Trophy
Trout up to 14 Pounds

Want to go fishing
for FREE?

Private ranch, spring creek, ponds
Guided,
overnight
lodging.

Upgrade to our On-Line extra service for only $24 per year. Receive invit a t i o n s t o g o fi sh i n g f o r f r ee i n ex change for your unbiased angling report.

Restricted: two rods only per day
One hour from Aspen, CO. Arguably the finest fly fishing in the West
For Details Call or Email

Unlimited access to our Trip Planning Database
included. This includes all past Angling Report
articles and reports.

303-345-5866
davidclinger@dclinger.com

Call 800-272-5656 or visit our web site at www.
anglingreport.com
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Fly Fish for Redfish
Year-Round
Specializing in fly fishing, catch and
release. Accommodations for up
to eight guests.
Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold •
• 504-237-6742 •
• www.Laredfish.com •
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The Best of New
Zealand Fly Fishing

Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting
and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.
Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred
P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,
E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com

Do It Yourself
Bonefishing
Now On Sale!
Call 800-272-5656 and ask for Rachel or visit
www.anglingreport.com to order on line.
We have other fine titles available via our
website as well.
So don’t miss out on this, or any of our other
titles!
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For more than 20 years, we
have specialized exclusively
in New Zealand fishing and
travel. Fly fishing is our central
focus, but we are experts in
many other activities available
in New Zealand. We create
exclusive fishing programs,
as well as sightseeing and
other nature-based activities.

A celebration of salmon
fishing in a great Canadian
watershed that boasts the
largest run of Atlantic salmon
in North America.

Call for a brochure or
visit New Zealand’s most
exciting
fishing
site.
MikeMcClelland
Tel.:800-528-6129
E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Native New Orleans
Fly Fishing!
Louisiana’s rich waterways provide the perfect environment for
enormous redfish, black drum,
sheepshead and jack crevalle.
• Captain Kenny Ensminger •
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •
• E-mail: kje24@live.com •
• www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.com •
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Now available on
www.amazon.com or at
www.bradburnsfishing.com
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