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Discovery
Found! A Gem of a
Place to Go Fishing
Don Causey Note: Over the years we
have published a number of reports
on places to go trout fishing in Italy,
15 dateline articles, in fact, plus three
subscriber reports. Now, you can look
for quite a few more reports, thanks
to Claudio Tagini, whose name will
not be new to longtime subscribers
to this publication. A native Italian,
Claudio has created a unique place
for himself in international fly fishing, having operated a company that
caters to Europeans who want to fish
in the United States and also one that
caters to Americans who want to fish
in Italy. He has an almost encyclopedic knowledge of both worlds, which
I think uniquely qualifies him to write

an entire series of reports in coming
months about wonderful places to fish
all across Italy while enjoying nearby
cultural and sightseeing opportunities. He even has a line on a couple
of places to go saltwater fly fishing
in Italy! The following report on an
area north of Milan is suggestive of
the rich material he will be providing. Yes, there is a conflict of interest

in our asking Claudio to write these
reports, because he can help you put
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together a trip to every destination
he will be writing about. But you be
the judge: Does he know what he’s
talking about? Does he have a good
feel for the areas he writes about?
Will one of his trips be an absolute
delight? I think you will say yes, but
with one important caveat: Most of
the fishing in Italy does not compare
in quality to that available in the
American West, in New Zealand, or in
South America. To get hooked on fishing Italy, you have to be as enthralled
by the cultural and sightseeing opportunities as you are by the delight of a tug on your line. With that
somewhat long-winded introduction,
here is the first of several reports on
places to fish in Italy. You can reach
Claudio Tagini by e-mail at:
awayflyfish@aol.com.
n this first of several fishing opportunities I will be writing about
across Italy, I direct your attention to the Adda River, which rises
on the southern slope of the Alps near
the border with Switzerland, passing through the towns of Tirano and
Sondrio before emptying into the
northern end of Lake Como. The upper portion of the Adda River, in the
Valtellina area, is the main fly fishing
venue I want to focus on.
To reach this area one drives
along the eastern shore of Lake
Como through the enchanting town
of Varenna. Another 30 miles or so
farther on, one arrives at the point
where the Poschiavino flows into
the Adda. The town of Tirano is just
a few miles away. There are several
fly-fishing-only stretches along this
section of the river, as well as other
areas designated catch-and-release.
There are sections of stream in this
area with fast riffles followed by deep
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and curvy runs strewn with boulders.
The former contain mostly grayling,
while the latter attract and hold large
marbled trout.
Aside from the occasionally
planted rainbow trout, most of the
fish here are indigenous. Other
nearby fly-only areas are Stazzona,
Tresenda, and San Giacomo, while
the no-kill areas are Sondalo, Gresio,
and Piateda, this last one being the
absolute prime water on the Adda
River. After being closed to fishing for almost half a century, it was
reopened in 1994 as a fly-fishingonly stream. A roughly two-and-ahalf-mile stretch of the Adda River
between the Faedo and the Boffetto
bridges, Piateda Preserve is a catchand-release fly fishing heaven. Indeed, it has quite a reputation, not
just in Italy but in the rest of Europe
as well. The trout and grayling in
Piateda Preserve are of really large
size and in such numbers that visitors often have a hard time believing
that only fingerlings are occasionally
planted. Fish that call Piateda home
are native brook trout, Salvelinus
fontinalis), grayling (from Danube
stock), native marbled trout, native
brown trout, rainbow (that overflowed
from pens during floods many years
ago), and a few rare lake trout, remnants of upstream runs from very old
plantings in Lake Como. Brown trout
and grayling constitute the majority
of the fish here.
You can fish for trout here from
the third Sunday in March until the

third Sunday in October. Grayling
season starts on the second Sunday
in May. Fishing in the Alpine lakes
(and that is another story entirely!)
starts on the first Sunday in June. Interestingly, winter census studies here
always turn up numerous fish in the
20- to 23-inch size, with even larger
specimens turning up in Piateda Preserve. Grayling here can sometimes
reach 23 inches. Specimens in the 16inch range are pretty common. Unfortunately, on some March and April
days, they are too easy to catch when
nymph fishing.
Just do not let this talk of large
and numerous fish make you think the
fishing here is easy. It’s not. Catching
fish in Piateda Preserve and at other
Valtellina fishing venues requires
some degree of fly fishing experience, delicate casting, and accurate
fly selection. Having to deal with
water-level fluctuations due to hydropower needs complicates the equation. A reasonable expectation here,
if you are an experienced fly fisher, is
to catch three or four fish a day, one
of them being on the large side.
As for lodging in this area, one
good place to stay is Hotel/Restaurant
Del Boschetto (www.hoteldelboschetto.com). It’s only a five-minute
walk away from the fishing in Piateda
Preserve, and you can purchase your
fishing permits in the hotel. Other options are B&B San Bernardo (www.
bbsanbernardo.it), only 300 meters
from the fishing venue at Stazzona;
and the nice (and I mean REALLY

Honor Roll Subscribers
 The Angling Report encourages
subscribers to file reports on great
places to fish and important news
developments that help the rest of
us decide where to go—or not to
go—fishing. Subscribers who file
unusually important and useful reports are placed on our Subscriber
Honor Roll and sent a complimentary Angling Report Honor Roll
fishing cap. Honor Roll subscribers
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also get special consideration for
FREE trips. If you have been on
an interesting trip recently, send a
letter-length report to see if you can
get on our subscriber Honor Roll.
E-mail it to doncausey@anglingreport.com. You can find the complete list of Honor Roll subscribers
on our website, www.anglingreport.
com. Click on “Honor Roll subscribers.”
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nice) Palazzo Lambertenghi B&B
(www.palazzolambertenghi.eu). I
have stayed there a few times. The
yellow room is my favorite.
As for cultural and sightseeing
opportunities nearby, one possibility is Palazzo Salis in Tirano (www.
palazzosalis.com), a few steps from
Palazzo Lambertenghi B&B. The
thermal baths of Bormio (www.bagnidibormio.it), known since the Roman Empire, are another highlight. A
relief depicting a water god holding
a trident in his right hand topped by
a fish invokes the presence of a place
of worship. The first written mention
of these thermal baths comes from
Pliny the Elder himself (who was
born in Como in the year 23 AD). The
Bormio baths were later mentioned
by Cassiodorus, in a letter to Emperor
Theodoric the Great dated 535 AD,
and then again by Leonardo da Vinci,
who visited the baths in 1493, mentioning them in his Codice Atlantico.
As for culinary delights in this
area, I could go on and on, but I will
mention only that the Valtellina area
is known worldwide for bresaola (a
beef version of prosciutto), its name
apparently deriving from brasa,
which in dialect is a word that means
the coals held in a brazier, as the drying of the meat in this dish was traditionally done in rooms warmed up
and kept dry by coals made from fir
wood with juniper berries, tyme, and
bay leaf added to the mix.
Valtellina is also quite well
known for its red wines, the most
famous being Sassella, Grumello,
and Inferno, depending on where the
vineyards are located. The main grape
(at least 90 percent) is the Nebbiolo,
a noble, late-harvest vine from which
several other prestigious Italian wines
are made (Barolo and Barbaresco being the most famous). Enjoy!—Claudio Tagini.
Dateline: bahamas

Special Report
Best DIY Bonefishing:
One Expert’s Opinion
January 2015

Don Causey Note: Remember Rod
Hamilton, the Canadian angler and
writer who created a website and
blog, and even wrote a book, about
on-your-own bonefishing? Well, he’s
still out there cataloging the best
(and worst) places to look for bonefish on your own. It occurred to me
that it would be interesting to know
at this point what his favorite places
are after sampling literally scores of
places to go wading on your own for
bonefish. So I asked him to dash off
some comments about three places
that he would characterize as being the most enjoyable places he has
found so far. Note that I asked him to
focus on “enjoyable” places, not necessarily the most productive places,

but I suspect that there isn’t much
divergence between the two aspects.
See postscript for Rod’s contact details and how to find out more on the
places he features here. Enjoy!
ver the last 20 years, I have
had the good fortune to be
able to travel extensively and
wave my fly rod at a lot of bonefish
in a lot of different places. For the
first five years I did this I fished exclusively with guides out of full-service lodges, but I gradually found it
more exciting to hunt fish on my own.
The challenge of do-it-yourself (DIY)
bonefishing has pushed me at this
point to explore literally hundreds of
flats, creeks, and coastlines throughout the tropics.
So, what three places do I favor
above all others after all of this experience? It’s not easy to pick just three

O
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locations, but one thing is certain:
what makes a destination special is
not just the fishing, but also the feeling it gives you. By that I mean the
ambience, the people, the culture,
and the nuances that are interwoven
like fingers clasped together, forming
an emotional bond between you and
your surroundings. When all of the
pieces fit together, the puzzle is complete and you know you have found
what you have been searching for.
With that in mind, my number
one favorite DIY destination is Great
Inagua Island in the Bahamas. Located 370 miles south of Nassau, Great
Inagua is the southernmost island in
the Bahamian chain. It is also, in a
lot of ways, the most unusual island
in the entire chain. For starters, its
economy is fueled by a single activity, namely, the production of salt.
Here, you will find the 183,000-acre
Inagua National Park, home to the
world’s largest population of West
Indian flamingos. With a population
of just under 1,000, landing in Great
Inagua takes you back to what you
might imagine the Bahamas were like
40 years ago.
In its capital, Matthew Town, you
won’t find fancy hotels, lodges, and
resorts. On the contrary, everything
is very basic here, with just enough
infrastructure to service the local
population. There is virtually nothing
to support tourism or visiting fisherman, so even finding a car to rent
can be difficult. In fact, the first time
I was there the supply boat had not
visited the island for a month. There
was literally nothing to eat—no flour,
sugar, or basic ingredients to make
bread, just a few canned goods and
some frozen meat, the identification
of which was never made. Not that
food is a big deal to me, since I can
survive nicely on peanut butter sandwiches for a week. But if there isn’t
even bread, a peanut butter sandwich
is, well, peanut butter.
I don’t think of Great Inagua as a
spot to bring my wife and kids. Other
than visiting the National Park with
Warden Henry Nixon, combing the
Volume 28, Number 1
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beaches for shells and treasures, and
searching for wild donkeys, Great
Inagua’s draw is fishing. End of story.
But, oh boy, can the fishing be good!
The DIY fishing tends to be
localized to the southern shoreline,
but there are enough flats and creeks
there to keep you busy for a week.
You can walk on beaches and flats
here where there isn’t another footprint visible anywhere. At times, the
thought runs through your mind here
that you may be the first fisherman on
a particular flat, ever.
The bonefish here, I should note,
tend to be very cooperative. And they
also happen to be some of the largest
I have found anywhere in the Bahamas. They tend to average a pound
more than those you catch on some
of the better-known islands. Throw in
a real chance at tarpon, permit, and
snook and you have a fisherman’s
paradise.
Next on my list of favorite places
to bonefish on your own is the island
of Abaco. This beautiful tropical
getaway is completely different from
Great Inagua and is an ideal location
to take the wife and kids. Beautiful
beaches, shopping, water sports, and
day adventures to Green Turtle, ManO-War, and Elbow cays make this the
ideal island to combine relaxation,
family time, and fishing. There’s no
shortage of accommodation, ranging
from full-service resorts like the Bluff
House on Green Turtle Cay . . . to a
luxury townhouse on Treasure Cay
. . . to spectacular waterfront homes
within walking distance of Marsh
Harbour. There are plenty of lowerpriced options around Marsh Harbour,
too, or you can travel 40 minutes
south to the communities of Cherokee
or Casuarina Point and cast to bones
right out your front door.
There’s nightlife on Abaco, if you
want that, and plenty of restaurants
to choose from for that special night
out. With all that Abaco has to offer,
it’s not “touristy” like other tropical
getaways, if you know what I mean,
but it still offers all of the amenities
and creature comforts of an upscale
January 2015

tourist island. If my wife and I want
to stay in one spot for a month, we go
to Abaco.
As for the fishing, it can be
spectacular on your own or with one
of the island’s many independent
guides. For the DIY fisherman there
are more places to fish on Abaco than
almost any other Bahamian island.
One of the things Abaco has going
for it is a plethora of paved roads
and old logging roads. If you identify a likely-looking bonefish spot
on Google Earth, you can probably
reach it by car, foot, or kayak. Indeed,
it is important to get off the beaten
track on Abaco because most visiting
anglers fish well-known spots such
as Cherokee Sound, New Plymouth
Town Flats, and Casuarina Point.
Frankly, the fish in those spots are too

smart for me. I prefer wading one of
the other 30-plus flats and creeks that
stretch the length of the island.
Coming in at number three on
my favorite list is North Andros. Not
known as a DIY spot, this largest of
the Bahamian islands has totally captured my imagination. Its potential as
a fishing spot is simply huge. When
you land here you can’t help but be
excited by its wildness.
It’s a magical place filled with
history, legends, and mysterious beliefs. Many of the locals still believe
in chickarnies—mythical half-man
and half-bird creatures with red eyes,
three fingers, and three toes. Chickarnies are said to cause mischief to
those that look at them and grimace,
but bring lifelong good luck to those
showing respect.
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The locals on North Andros are
friendly and engaging and happy to
sit and chat with someone who would
travel 3,000 miles to visit their island.
Simply asking, “Where are the bonefish?” is enough to start an animated
conversation, which sometimes leads
to fish and sometimes just confusion.
But it’s all fun, and the directions you
get are a far cry from those delivered
by Google Maps!
In the central community of
Fresh Creek you will find all of the
supplies and services needed for a
basic stay. There are also a few restaurants and watering holes there to
help ease the soreness of a long day
walking the flat.
There are a number of nice places
to stay on North Andros, including Small Hope Lodge just north of
Fresh Creek and Two Boys Inn on the
south end bordering the North Bight.
Throughout the island, there are
homes to rent, but they are predominantly located around the development of Fresh Creek.
Finding fish on North Andros
is not so easy, and I wouldn’t recommend it for the less experienced
fisherman. However, for those who
have spent time on the flats there are
vast areas waiting to be explored. On
North Andros you will see far more
sharks and rays than you will footprints, and some of the vistas you
stumble across will take your breath
away.
If you asked me where I would
go to target large fish, North Andros
would be it. Enjoy!—Rod Hamilton.
Postscript: You can find out much
more about how to fish and outfit
yourself on these three islands by going to Rod Hamilton’s website, www.
diybonefishing.com. Click on the
DIY Locations tab on the upper right.
Alternately, you can buy a copy of
Rod’s book on do-it-yourself bonefishing. It’s chock full of where-to-go
and how-to-get-around information
on places throughout the Caribbean
and beyond. You can order the book
on his website or ours, www.anglingreport.com.
Volume 28, Number 1
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Briefly Noted
Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments
 Don Causey writes: Continuing
subscribers will remember a report in
the February 2014 issue by subscriber
and occasional correspondent Walter
Kirkland on the surprisingly good
redfishing in Alabama. Of particular
note was his report on the offshore
fishing for reds east of Mobile Bay.
Kirkland and a buddy, you’ll recall,
caught a slew of redfish up to 25
pounds with guide Capt. Dan Kolenich by fly casting into simply huge
schools of reds that could be located
from a distance by watching for diving birds, particularly pelicans. Here
is how he described the behavior of
the reds at one point during the day:
“Suddenly, for acres around us, the
surface erupted with hundreds, if not
thousands, of giant, thrashing monster reds. Their bronze backs and
white bellies framed against a brilliant turquoise sea ranks as one of the
most amazing and beautiful sights of
nature that I have ever witnessed. My
fishing buddy, a retired Auburn University fishery biologist, confessed
that he had never seen anything like
it.”
Just in case you thought at the
time this was purple prose, I can personally attest to the veracity of Kirkland’s report, as I replicated his experience with those offshore reds in late
November with fishing buddy, Jerry
Gibbs, former fishing editor of Outdoor Life. I don’t toss the word “awesome” around the way millennials do,
so when I say this was an awesome
experience, I mean it. The size and
ferocity of the schools Jerry and I saw
was just astounding. And the color of
those fish! They were not just golden,
but a deep, lustrous shade of golden
that made you think of Egyptian art
and jewelry. In all, Jerry and I caught
11 fish that probably weighed somewhere north of 225 pounds altogether.
We could have sunk a rowboat with
the fish we caught! Yes, we caught
them all on the fly. A sidelight to the
January 2015

fishing was the chance to watch the
U.S. Navy Blue Angels, based in Pensacola, practice barrel rolls and other
maneuvers just over our heads. It was
my birthday, and I joked afterward
that the U.S. Navy knew that and sent
the angels out to salute me personally.
So, what do I have new to add
to what Walter Kirkland said about
this fishing with such clarity and enthusiasm? Only this warning: There
are not a lot of days during a typical Alabama winter when this kind
of fishing is available. Trying to hit
this just right is almost impossible if
you book ahead of time. Capt. Dan

Kolenich admitted as much. He says
ideal conditions for this fishing last
only a day or two at most in between
the cold fronts that march across the
Southeast each winter. What’s needed
is low or northwest wind, creating
wave heights of a foot or less. Waves
any higher than that make it impossible to see the fish, or even stand up
and enjoy the day.
What to do? Chatting about all
this after our day of fishing, it occurred to one of our party that this
would be a near-perfect on-call fishery. Kolenich says he has studied the
behavior of cold fronts in this part
of Alabama for so many years he is
reasonably confident (70 percent certain) he can spot a good day emerging four or five days in advance. If
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any Angling Report subscribers were
interested, he said he was more than
willing to put them on an e-mail list
of potential clients he would alert to
an upcoming window of opportunity.
All he would require is that on-call
anglers send him a deposit of $50 to
signify their genuine interest in being contacted and their commitment
to coming once they signified their
interest in taking advantage of a specific opportunity.
Anyone interested in taking part
in this on-call opportunity should
drop Kolenich a note at: info@captdankolenich.com. Tel. 251-422-3474.
Ask him where to mail your deposit
check and what e-mail address to use
to alert you to upcoming bluebird
days in southern Alabama. Be aware
that you can fly into the area via Mobile Regional Airport or Pensacola
International Airport. The window of
opportunity for this offshore experience is typically from late November
through March. Enjoy!
Postscript: In case you are worrying
about the deposit you have to send
Kolenich, he told us he has a manila
envelope full of deposit checks from
clients he has never cashed. He almost never cashes deposit checks, he
says, unless a client actually fishes
with him. If you give this on-call
fishery a try, file a report. I warmly
recommend it.
 Now, here’s an interesting place
to go fishing in the Southeast. It’s
in Georgia, and it’s called Firefly
Lodge. Occasional correspondent Jim
Casada filed the report.
“Arnold Gingrich, the longtime
editor of Esquire magazine and an eloquent writer on the joys of angling,
once suggested that “the fishing is
only part of it.” Certainly from a personal perspective I have always considered that to be the case. Sparkling
waters, the type of setting typifying
the world of trout and most other speVolume 28, Number 1
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cies sought by fly fishermen, and the
opportunities for escape from the hurly-burly of everyday life add greatly
to the allure of the long rod and whistling line. So too does solitude, and I
found all these soul-soothing qualities
during a recent visit to Firefly Fishing
Lodge and Retreat in northern Georgia (www.fireflyfishinglodge.com.
Tel. 706-374-4489).
“Situated on secluded acreage
with the access road dead-ending at
the lodge, the property offers two
strikingly different fishing options,
as well as a delightful choice in accommodations. Guests can arrange
for guided float trips, possibly interspersed with some wade fishing,
depending on the flow on the nearby
Toccoa River tailwater. Alternatively,
the lodge offers exclusive access to a
mile or more of freestone stream water of the type typical in the southern
Appalachians. Hot House Creek features a mixture of stocked trout and
stream-bred fish. Thanks to supplemental feeding, careful stream maintenance including some habitat work,
a strict catch-and-release policy with
barbless hooks only, and remoteness
that pretty well prevents any poaching,
Firefly’s section of Hot House
Creek can be a pure delight. It is
also nice to know that even when the
Toccoa tailwaters are running in full
spate you have an alternative literally at your back door. Most fishing is
done with guides, but those who stay
for longer periods can have a couple
of self-guided options once they become familiar with Hot House Creek.
“During my visit to Firefly Lodge
I enjoyed satisfying fishing in both
the Toccoa tailwaters and Hot House
Creek, but the satisfaction of netting
nice trout had to take second place
to the setting, the facilities, and the
people. The lodge offers two basic
options for guests—stays at the main
lodge in a bed-and-breakfast arrangement or the ultimate in privacy at the
Wooly Bugger Cabin. At the main
lodge you have two options: the Rainbow Suite or the Trophy Brown room.
January 2015

Both include a sumptuous breakfast,
private access to a wrap-around deck,
and use of common areas, including a
den, breakfast nook, and a great room
featuring a 120-inch home theater
system. By the spring of 2015 a third
bedroom, known as the Brookie, will
be available.
“Arrangements can be made for
stream lunches, and as an alternative to do-it-yourself cooking there
are multiple dining options in the
nearby town of Blue Ridge, Georgia.
You’ll see wild turkeys and deer at
the lodge, and the furnishings are eye
catching. They feature a truly impressive collection of antique reels, as
well as vintage farm implements of
many kinds.
“For those who want to do some

of their own cooking and just get
away from it all, the Wooly Bugger
Cabin has great appeal. Perched on
a steep hillside, it is a two-bedroom,
two-bath cabin with a pair of decks
overlooking a waterfall on Hot House
Creek. Both decks are covered, and
there are indoor and outdoor fireplaces, a gas grill, a fully equipped
kitchen, and laundry facilities. The
cabin is far removed from the nearest public road. There is little in the
way of sound except the roar of the
waterfall to lull you to sleep at night.
Enjoy!—Jim Casada.
Postscript: Costs to stay and fish at
Firefly Lodge start as low as $325 for
one night’s lodging and a half day of
guided stream fishing. Bring a buddy
and the rate drops to $250 each. Firefly
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Lodge is conveniently close to Atlanta,
by the way, and the quaint town of Blue
Ridge is very close, providing multiple
options for non-fishing family members. If you go, please file a report, with
emphasis on the quality of the fishing.
Write: doncausey@anglingreport.com.
 Here’s an interesting new wrinkle
in tenkara fishing. Seems Nervous
Waters, the Argentinean lodge company,
has teamed up with Daniel Galhardo,
founder of Tenkara USA, to offer a sixday tenkara fishing trip to Chime Lodge
in Patagonia this coming March 5 to 12.
Tenkara fishing, of course, is an ancient
form of fly fishing that is done with just
a special fly line and rod. No reel in
involved.
It is at once a simple way to fly fish
that beginners can master quickly and,
at the same time, a very sophisticated
way to fly fish. Nuance upon nuance unfolds apparently as you get deeper into
the sport.
Galhardo is largely responsible for
introducing and popularizing tenkara
fishing in the United States. Now, he is
apparently bent on spreading his love
of tenkara internationally. The trip to
Patagonia is apparently the third he has
arranged outside the United States. The
other two trips were to the United Kingdom and Italy. The cost of the upcoming
trip to Patagonia is $4,900. That covers
seven nights lodging and six days fishing on a shared-room and shared-boat
basis, plus all meals and drinks. You can
get more details at: info@tenkarausaa.
com. Tel. 888-483-6527.
Don Causey Note: A place on our Subscriber Honor Roll awaits the angler
who goes on this trip and files a report
afterward. Send the report to: doncausey@anglingreport.com.
 In recent issues, we have reported
on the personal journey some anglers
are making toward taking 100 permit
on the fly. No tricks. No shortcuts.
Well, a new fellow traveler on that journey has just emerged. His name is Joe
Dudra, and he tells us he has taken not
100 permit on the fly, but 150! He took
number 150, he says, this past October
Volume 28, Number 1
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at Casa Blanca Lodge in Mexico.
“I have taken all of my permit in
Ascension and Espiritu Santo bays in
Mexico,” Dudra writes. “I took them
on the flats, with fly, no tricks. You
can check with the managers of Casa
Blanca there or my guide, Pato, if there
are any doubts. I have been at this business of catching permit since November
1999 when I caught my initial two permit during my first flats fishing trip to
Mexico.”
Just so you know, Joe Dudra, we
aren’t about to do any checking up
on you. We believe you. We take our
hat off to you. Continue to have fun
catching permit. Maybe one day we
will reach out to all of you envelopepushers to see what kind of tips and
suggestions you have to make the rest
of us better permit anglers.
 And, finally, our report in the November issue about some spectacular
catches of bonefish in the Marathon
area of the Florida Keys (see page 9)
inspired one longtime reader to say
we were misrepresenting the overall
bonefish situation in the Keys. Bonefish
numbers are still way down there, he
says, at least in the Islamorada area,
where he fished this winter. He said the
entire area from Islamorada across to
Flamingo was almost devoid of fish during two multi-day periods when he took

part in an extended fishing outing that
involved several boats racking up nearly
1,200 miles of travel. “We didn’t see a
single bonefish,” he wrote. “Our entire
catch consisted of a few small redfish
and some lady fish.”
Indeed, the subscriber who made
these observations (he did not want us
to use his name) has a point. If there
is an ongoing bonefish recovery in the
middle to lower Florida Keys, there is

little evidence it has spread northward
to Islamorada, Key Largo, and Key
Biscayne. And it is not clear at all how
strong and widespread the recovery is
even around Marathon and points southward to Key West.
Enter Bonefish Tarpon Trust (www.
bonefishtarpontrust.org), the conservation organization that has emerged to

get a handle on the Florida Keys bonefish problem. BTT and Florida International University have just linked up to
conduct an intense three-year study on
bonefish populations in the Keys. It will
focus on Florida Bay north and west of
Islamorada and Key Largo. What they
hope to do is put together a cohesive
picture from many unconnected studies on things such as the status of sea
grasses; water quality; water deliveries
to the bay from the Everglades; flats
prey/forage relationships; status of other
fish populations; weather/climate; boat
traffic; and fishing pressure. Some of
these data go back 50 years but have not
been comprehensively tied together.
For sure, we are going to monitor
closely what BTT and FIU come up
with, and we will pass along anything
of importance. In the interim, we are
agnostic about the bonefish situation
in the Florida Keys.
On the one hand there do appear
to be some glimmers of hope in a
few areas. On the other hand, there
are real reasons why an estimated 50
Florida guides now trailer their boats
to Louisiana each year as soon as
the annual tarpon migration passes
through. One of those reasons is a
continuing absence of bonefish in
many parts of the Florida Keys, along
with a wholesale drop in abundance
of other species in Florida Bay.

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newsletter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.

 UK subscriber Michael Ruthven has
very good things to say about a short
Atlantic salmon fishing trip arranged for
him in Iceland this past August by William Daniel of Famous Fishing (www.
famousfishing.co.uk. E-mail: william@
famousfishing.co.uk). He writes:
“My wife, son, and 14-year-old
grandson spent three days on the Haffjardara River in Iceland at the beginning
January 2015

of August this year. We shared two rods
and had an experienced, friendly guide
with us. After flying from Heathrow
Airport in London to Reykjavik, we
were met and driven for two hours to a
lodge adjacent to the river. Rooms and
bathrooms were of good size and comfortable. We fished from six to nine that
evening, when wife and son each caught
a fresh salmon in the eight- to 10-pound
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class and we lost several others. The
next day my grandson caught three fresh
salmon on a small shrimp fly and my
wife caught a 6.5-pound Arctic char,
which, in spite of the guides’ efforts, sadly died, but it was delicious to eat. That
same afternoon, my grandson, fishing a
single-handed 9½-foot rod, hooked and
played a fish for ten minutes before his
line got round a rock and broke off. The
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guide saw the fish jump and said it was
fresh and weighed at least 18 pounds.
“We fished successfully the next day
and the following morning, leaving at
2:00 PM to catch the late afternoon flight
back to Heathrow. The Lodge itself was
very comfortable, and the chef was up to
3-star Michelin standard. Good-quality
wines and spirits flowed too. The river is
about 10 to 12 miles in length from lake
to sea. It is split into three beats with two
rods and a guide on each beat, moving up
one for the second half of the day. There
were some whole rods and some sharing—a nice crowd of fellow fishers. We
all loved every minute of this trip. Everything was included in the price, which
came to about £14,000, including tips.
Postscript: Famous Fishing in the United
Kingdom, in case you are wondering, is
best known for providing anglers access
to trout streams in Southern England,
as witness the following statement that
dominates the home page of its website:
“Welcome to Famous Fishing. Since
1995, we’ve been the UK’s premier fly
fishing company offering our clients access to the most famous trout rivers in
the world. We take our clients to places
most people never even get to see, let
alone fish: the spring-fed chalk streams
of Southern England that are fly fishing’s
historic home. We cater for individuals
and groups of all sizes; whatever your
skill level, we have the perfect water for
you to fish and promise a magical day to
remember.” A place is available on our
Subscriber Honor Roll for the first subscriber to fish with this company in England. Send your report to: doncausey@
anglingreport.com.
 Subscriber Gay Barclay says that
she and eight fellow women anglers on
a trip to the Onon River in Mongolia
this past September caught a remarkable
136 taimen over seven days, averaging
19 inches in length. The trip was handled
for the group by Mongolia River Outfitters (www.mongoliarivers.com), booking
agent Michael Blakely in Warm Springs,
Virginia (Tel. 540-839-8822. E-mail:
mblakely@tds.net). She writes:
“This is not a trip for the faint of
heart. The Onon River is remote, and
January 2015

Mongolia is a long way to go to fish.
Notwithstanding the challenges, our
group of six women ages 60 to 78 had
a wonderful time on this trip, floating
from tented camp to tented camp through
beautiful pristine country. We were all
delighted with the size and number of
taimen caught every day. Our guides
(Mongolian, American, Chilean, and
Argentine) were superb. They loved putting us on fish, and they did everything
possible to make us comfortable in the
cold weather.”
Gay says they used 8- and 9-wt.
rods and flies hand-tied for them by their
guides. Top choices were foam mouse
flies with flash and large minnow streamers with lots of flash. All of the fishing
was from new drift boats. She says they
brought 5-wt. rods for Amur trout but
did not spend time fishing for them or

for lenok. She says the Onon River was
gin-clear during their stay, but the current was so slow in several places that
the guides had to row them. The only
problem on the trip was one day of cold,
snowy weather.
Gay gives the cost of this trip as
$5,950, including a necessary air charter,
airport transfers, and one night of hotel
lodging on arrival. She warmly recommends the trip for those up to an expedition of this sort, and she notes that her
group put together two activities at the
end of the fishing part of their trip. First,
they camped on a Nature Conservancy
grasslands project for two nights, and
then flew to western Mongolia to attend a
Kazakh eagle festival. She describes the
latter event as “marvelous.”
 Subscriber Rich Hart says he caught
his first cobra snakehead (also called
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bullseye snakehead) on a 20-day trip to
four dams and reservoirs in Thailand
this past September. He caught the
snakehead in the wild, on the fly, he says,
which is not an easy accomplishment.
His guide and outfitter on the trip was
Jean-Francois Helias of Fishing Adventures Thailand (www.anglingthailand.
com. E-mail: fishasia@ksc.th.com).
Hart says all of the fishing he did on
this trip was from pirogues using Sage
9-wt. and 10-wt. rods, floating lines from
Rio, and Tibor Signature Series reels. His
flies were all Enrico Puglisi creations. “I
arrived just as the rainy season started,”
Hart writes. “This is a good time to try
and catch a snakehead on the fly, as
they are looking for fry to feed on then
and they tend to be very aggressive.
The highlight of the trip was catching a
cobra/bullseye snakehead on the fly on
my last day. I also caught several giant
snakeheads, but they were all juveniles.”
Hart gives the cost of his four trips
into the wild as $1,500 each. As for
his guide and outfitter, Jean-Francois
Helias, Hart says he holds numerous
IGFA world records and has guided in
Thailand and Southeast Asia for over
20 years. “No one knows the area better
for fishing, or snakeheads.” Hart writes.
“He speaks fluent French, English, and
Thai, so he is an excellent organizer for
any kind of fishing trip in this part of the
world. If you are truly serious about fishing, you should fish with Jean-Francois
Helias at least once. You will learn a lot
of new things and have opportunities at
many fish. He offers all types of fishing—lure, bait, and fly.”
 Subscriber Steve Morgan has
checked in with a report on that groundbreaking trip to the Marié River this
past fall in the Amazon, outfitted by
Untamed Angling, booking agent The
Fly Shop in Redding, California (www.
theflyshop.com. E-mail: pat@theflyshop.
com). The trip, you will recall, involves
fly fishing for peacock bass in a remote,
hard-to-access river that is known to
contain some of the largest peacocks in
the Amazon basin. The trip was reviewed
in these pages by Angling Report editor,
Don Causey, who fished the Marié in
Volume 28, Number 1

THE ANGLING REPORT
September, while Morgan fished there
more than a month later, from October
29 to November 5. He writes:
“It is unusual for me to spend significant money on a fishing trip that I can
neither research nor discuss with other
anglers in advance. But when it came to
the Marié River trip hosted by Untamed
Angling, that is exactly what I did. An
e-mail blast from The Fly Shop—the
U.S. sales representative for the trip—
grabbed my attention. So after several
discussions with longtime friend and experienced peacock bass angler, Ron
Winn, we decided to take the bait. I had
fished the Amazon twice, both times at
Agua Boa (www.aguaboaamazonlodge.
com). Those were top-notch trips when
you consider both the accommodation
and fishing experience provided. Accommodations on those trips were a concern,
as my angler wife accompanied me. Ron
Winn had been to the now-closed Rio
Negro Lodge and Rio Araca Lodge many
times. Each time I fished the Agua Boa,
I caught several large fish in the 16- to
19-pound range. Needless to say, I was
very interested in the Fly Shop’s brochure claiming the Marié held some of
the largest peacock bass in the world.
“I won’t address the details of getting to the Marié River area, as Don
Causey covered this quite well in the
November 2014 issue. I will instead
focus on our fishing experience. The fishing “lodge” on this trip is actually a very
comfortable river boat that acts as a moving base of operations when water conditions or the simple desire for new water
dictates relocation. Untamed Angling
has brought in aluminum boats, built in
Manaus, for the daily fishing excursions.
They were well-laid-out skiffs, complete
with brand-new Yamaha 90 hp fourstroke motors, poling platforms, trolling
motors, and ample aft and forward casting decks. The boats were well suited for
fly fishing. Each skiff easily accommodated two anglers as well as two guides,
one of which was an experienced fly fishing guide and the other a native Indian
guide. The fishing guides were seasoned
fly anglers, as one might expect, but the
Indian guides’ knowledge of the river
was crucial to finding productive fishing.
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The two-guide combination worked exceptionally well.
“Upon arriving by float plane at
the river boat, we noticed that the water
levels were high. My experience at Agua
Boa was that high water makes fishing
more difficult because the fish disperse
into dense vegetation and can be difficult to reach. Of course, if you must
have high water, falling water is much
more desirable than rising water. In the
November issue, Don Causey noted the
guides’ propensity for running the trolling motors too much. I cannot argue
with him on that account. However, in
our case, the higher water eliminated the
opportunity for poling, making trolling
motor use a necessity.
“The Marié, like the Agua Boa, is a
fairly large river with oxbows, lagoons,

and lakes formed by changing river patterns. These were the areas we targeted
because peacock bass prefer to stay out
of swift currents. Although during our
week we mainly concentrated on these
lakes/lagoons, the river itself has many
slack areas without current and good
structure. I am sure the guides will eventually explore these areas and vastly increase the number of prime fishing areas
they target.
“The fishing program here calls for
six and a half days of fishing, and sure
enough, we were able to fish a half day
upon our arrival. The second fish of the
afternoon was a 16-pound peacock, so
our worries of high water affecting the
fishing somewhat subsided. The second
day produced 40-plus butterfly peacocks
and several larger fish in the 10- to
14-pound range. Interestingly, the third
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day, on our way to fish, we crossed paths
with a green snake swimming across
the river that our Indian guide noted
was very poisonous. We stopped to take
pictures and passed behind the snake to
let him go on his way. Our Indian guide
made it clear that this was a bad way to
start our fishing day. He explained that
the indigenous people believe it is bad
luck to pass to the rear of a snake, and
one should always pass in front. Call it
bad luck or coincidence, we managed
to hook (but not catch) five larger fish
that day due to broken 40-pound fluorocarbon leaders, broken fly lines, and
pulled hooks. Our professional guide for
the day, Gerson Kavamoto, noted to my
disappointment that the fish I lost to a
broken fly line likely weighed more than
25 pounds. Those five fish hit and pulled
harder than any other peacocks in my
experience.
“Over the remaining days of the trip,
our group caught good numbers of butterfly peacocks, which tend to be smaller
than the temensis variety that everyone
was seeking. The butterflies we caught
on the Marié were larger on average than
those I have caught on Agua Boa. In addition to the butterflies, several larger fish
were caught, two over 21 pounds.
“A highlight of this trip was the
lively happy hour that developed each
evening after we all returned to the boat
and had our showers. The six anglers on
the trip besides myself and my fishing
partner were great company and, following a few drinks, bad jokes, and fishing
stories, a wonderful dinner was prepared
each evening by the Argentine chef flown
in especially for this expedition.
“A few comments about flies: I
was fortunate to have my good friend
Ron Winn as my fishing partner on this
trip. Ron, a CPA and treasurer for the
International Federation of Fly Fishers, is one of the pioneers in fly tying
with synthetic materials. His flies were
an immediate hit with the guides, who
dubbed them the best used on the expedition. Synthetic materials are a must for
peacock bass, in my view. In addition to
using synthetic materials, Ron also puts
large eyes and an epoxy head on each fly.
Having studied the different baitfish in
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the Amazon, he brought an assortment in
different sizes for both of us to use on the
trip. Hook sizes varied from 3/0 to 7/0,
with flies ranging in overall length from
four inches to more than eight inches in
length. Because synthetic material does
not absorb water, throwing Ron’s large
flies all day was not a chore. Also, the
epoxy heads on his flies, teamed with
sinking lines, were perfect for fishing
deep water. They also worked well in
shallow water with a faster retrieve. Although Ron tied and brought with him
over 150 flies of different sizes and colors, it was not uncommon for us to fish
an entire day on one fly and catch over
25 fish on it. Non-synthetic material such
as feathers or bucktail will not hold up to
these creatures.
“I am thoroughly convinced that if
the water level were lower during our
visit we would have boated more of
the larger fish than we did. That fact, as
well as the number of fish we lost and
the number we boated, makes this trip
a must in my view for the fly angler in
search of large peacock bass. The trip
was everything it was advertised to be.”
 Subscriber William A. Douglass has
joined a number of other subscribers
in journeying to Tanzania in search of
tigerfish. This trip appears to be getting
better with time. He writes:
In recent years Tanzania has
emerged as the prime fly fishing destination for African tigerfish. Tourette Fishing (www.tourettefishing.com) (out of
Capetown) operates Tengo Camp on the
Mnyera River and Samaki Camp on the
nearby Ruhudji River in the Kilombero
Valley. Clients who book this trip split
their time evenly between the two rivers. Unlike the better-known and vast
Zambezi River, the Mnyera and Ruhudji
are relatively skinny and shallow waters.
They can be fished easily with a singlehanded fly rod. But don’t be fooled:
these two rivers produce prodigious tigerfish. Double-digit catches are a daily
occurrence here, and there is a possibility
you will catch a 20-pounder at any time.
In fact, since the inaugural year in 2008,
anglers have taken an average of about
one such fish per week.
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This past October, fellow Angling
Report subscriber John Echeverria and
I took our second tiger fishing trip to
Tanzania. On this trip, he brought along
his son, Mark, a former Alaskan fishing
guide. My partner was Phil Satre who,
like me, is from Reno, Nevada. The other
foursome completing the standard eightrod weekly camp contingent included Dr.
Robert Montgomery, a surgeon at Johns
Hopkins University medical school and
his two sons Max and John. Finally, there
was Thomas Andrews, traveling as a
single from Canberra, Australia.
We overnighted in Dar es Salaam
on the way in and then shared an hourand-40-minute charter into an upcountry
gravel strip, where we were met by Land

Rovers for our half-hour trek to Tengo
Camp on the Mnyera. After a brief orientation and lunch, we Nevada boys took a
three-hour cross-country trip to Samaki
Camp on the Ruhudji, where we were to
spend the next three days. Along the way,
we dropped off supplies at a hunting
camp where a German couple had just
shot their Cape buffalo.
The two-river fishing concession, I
should note here, is subcontracted from
the operator of two hunting concessions inside the 7,000-square-kilometer
Kilombero Valley Hunting Reserve. Anglers and hunters are housed in separate
camps and do not mingle.
Samaki Camp is of the tent variety.
The tents are roomy and each has an
indoor shower and toilet facilities. We
ate our gourmet meals (including buffalo, puku, warthog, and bush pig meat
provided by the hunters) in an idyllic
outdoor beach setting along the river.
The temperatures during our stay, except
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at midday, were pleasant. Surprisingly,
there were few bugs, although it is wise
to take some kind of antimalaria medicine as a precaution. I personally chose
to take Malarone.
The first day’s fishing action was
steady. Phil and I probably had 30 grabs
between us and we landed one tenpounder. The Echeverrias between them
caught an 11-pounder and a 14-pounder.
We later learned that on the Mnyera,
while the fishing was slower, Thomas
had caught a 20-pound tiger and Max
had landed a 24-pound Bagrid catfish (a
rare event).
Our next day I was fortunate to
catch a 16-pounder on my first cast. On
day three my partner and I lost several
large fish. Tigers have formidable teeth
and hard mouths, making them difficult
to hook and hard to keep on. Once stung
they head straight for structure. While
they are formidable leapers, tigerfish do
not normally make long runs. That evening we returned to Tengo Camp where
we dined and swapped stories with the
Montgomery group. It was off to the
Ruhudji River the following morning at
first light.
Our second day in Tengo Camp
I landed my trip-maker, a wonderful
19-pounder. It is the only tigerfish to
have taken me into my backing. It then
made four spectacular leaps and a couple
of trips under the boat before we finally
netted her (the large tigers are all female). Our guide, Greg Dhaui, showed
me at that point just how lucky I had
been. The multi-stranded 40-pound-test
wire tippet I was using had been shredded down to a single strand. One more
surge by the fish and there would have
been no photos.
The final evening the Montgomery
group arrived back at Tengo and simply
stunned us with their news. Thomas, it
turned out, had brought a conventional
saltwater outfit (suitable for marlin!)
to try for a Vundu catfish. These are
extremely powerful fish that can weigh
over 100 pounds. Every season two or
three are hooked on fly rods, quickly
resulting in lost fly lines and/or broken
gear, not to mention bruised egos. During one lunch break lucky Thomas had
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baited a large hook with a chunk of buffalo meat. That is what he used to hook
and then land a huge Vundu.
His story quickly paled in comparison to the really newsy one that they had
to share. Seems Thomas had also caught
a 28-pound tigerfish. He and his guide
had photographed it extensively and
verified its weight with a Boga Grip! In
short, Thomas had hooked and landed
in a legitimate manner one of the largest
tigerfish ever caught on a fly and possibly on any tackle! To be sure, there are
various subspecies of tigerfish and record
sizes vary considerably among those subspecies, but judged against other fish in
the same subspecies, the trophy taken on
this trip was outstanding.
Needless, to say, I would recommend this trip without reservation. In
addition to great fishing, the food, accommodations, and guiding were superb.
However, I have a couple of further
observations. The game viewing was
stellar. I have been on numerous African
photo safaris to the national parks of five
countries. I have no plans for another. A
pride of bored lions or an indifferent herd
of elephants surrounded by tourist vans
exuding the sound of clicking camera
shutters is simply not a wilderness experience. This trip was entirely different.
On the rivers, we had to motor nervously
around pods of irritated hippos. Enormous Nile crocs slipped off sandbars or
leapt off the high banks into the water at
our approach (you never get into the water or even close to the shore here where
you can’t see bottom). We spooked three
herds of wary elephants feeding along
the river. We often fished while being
watched by bands of baboons and vervet monkeys. On our two treks between
the rivers we saw waterbuck, warthogs,
three herds of Cape buffalo, plus a lioness and her two large juvenile offspring.

Then, too, there were the abundant birds,
crowned by several species of eagles and
storks.
Our four fishing guides were all
African born and raised. Two of them
had six years experience guiding tigerfish
anglers and the other two were three-year
veterans. They were all fluent in local
languages. This was most useful since
the English of most of the Swahili-speaking camp staff was pretty rudimentary.
They were extremely friendly and we
would have liked to have communicated
with them better.
Everyone accommodated our desires
on this trip. Tigerfishing is physically
challenging since it entails continuous
blind casting of heavy flies and terminal

tackle (sinking lines, 40-pound mono
and 40-pound wire tippets) on 9-wt. rods.
We left the dock shortly after dawn each
day and returned at dusk. While there
were runs up to an hour to reach most
of the fishing areas, we spent about ten
hours actually fishing each. We did take
regular breaks, of course, and even had
siestas in hammocks during the midday
heat. I am 75 years old and, while I was
certainly ready for bed right after dinner
each night, I held up just fine under the
routine.

The 2015 fishing season at this destination will run from September 12 to
November 21. The camps accommodate
eight anglers per week, and the standard
trip from Dar es Salaam and back lasts
seven days (all-inclusive). The cost
including the flights from Dar to the Kilombero was $8,000 per angler in 2014.
For more information, contact Keith Clover at keith@tourettefishing.com.
Controversy
 Remember our coverage of the boat
problem that resulted in several subscribers traveling all the way to Mauritius
recently before learning that their trip
onward to St. Brandon’s Atoll had been
canceled? We mentioned in that coverage that the recent en-route cancellations were not the first to have occurred.
Subscriber Gary Anderson knows that all
too well because he was caught up in a
previous cancellation back in 2011. It’s
interesting to note that he is very pleased
with the way the trip outfitter, Flycastaway (www.flycastaway.com), handled
the problem. He writes:
“My fishing partner and I were
booked on a trip to St. Brandon’s in 2011
that was canceled due to a problem with
the ship’s engines. As I reported at that
time, Flycastaway reimbursed the full
cost of our trips. We also discussed with
Gerhard Laubscher what could be done
about the airfare and hotel expenses, and
I am pleased to say that we worked out
an arrangement that enabled us to recoup
all of those expenses as well. Basically,
it worked like this: We booked a replacement trip with Flycastaway the following
season to Farquhar, plus an Amazon trip
through Flycastaway. Between the two
trips, we received enough credit to cover
all of our out-of-pocket expenses for the
canceled St. Brandon’s trip. Kudos to
Flycastaway for the way they handled
this!”

And Finally...

Atlantic Salmon Update: Part 1—Europe
by Paul Marriner
Don Causey Note: Correspondent Paul
Marriner weighed in this month with the
following assessment of the 2014 Atlantic
salmon season in Europe, including RusJanuary 2015

sia. Hint: it was not a great year overall.
Next month, he will weigh in with a look
at the situation in Canada.
 In general, excluding the Kola riv-
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ers, 2014 was a disappointing year for
Atlantic salmon returns and catches.
Still, there were some large salmon taken. The largest I heard about was an esVolume 28, Number 1
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timated 55-pound buck from the Ljungan River in northern Sweden, caught
by a sea trout angler. Sweden is rarely
considered an Atlantic salmon destination although it’s rightfully famous for
very big sea trout. This was a Baltic Sea
salmon. Two others that came to my attention topped 46 pounds, one from the
Kola and the other from Norway. Here
is a country-by-country look at the 2014
results in Europe:
Russia
Varzuga River: It’s hard to believe but
the 2014 Varzuga season was better than
the river’s outstanding 2013 performance
and the best season since Roxton’s
(www.roxtons.com) started booking the
river in 1991. Just under 9,000 salmon
were caught in six weeks. That was an
average of 47 fish/rod/week, more than
a 50 percent increase over 2013. Not
surprisingly, the Varzuga is fully booked
for 2015. Those prepared to wait for
an opportunity should get their names
on a waiting list by e-mailing Charlie
White at charlie.white@roxtons.com. It
would be very strange if anglers on the
upriver Grand Varzuga section offered by
Salmon Junkies (see Umba notes below)
hadn’t shared in the downriver bonanza;
they did. After a tough first week due to
very high water, the next three weeks
produced outstanding results, 800 salmon to 30 rods.
Ponoi River: This river had a nearrecord-breaking spring, with one noteworthy week exceeding 1,600 fish for 20
rods. The largesse was well distributed
through the season, with rods landing
6,700 salmon in the first seven weeks,
and rods in the last six weeks producing another 1,800 releases. One bit of
news about this river has emerged from
Frontiers International Travel (www.
frontierstravel.com). They advise that
new single-occupancy cabins (with en
suite baths) will be available next year at
Rybarga camp.
Umba River: According to Steffan Juel
of Salmon Junkies (www.salmonjunkies.
com), the first two weeks of the season
here were difficult, with more kelts than
usual being taken and fewer than normal
fresh fish. But then the first week of the
fall season (mid-August) brought outJanuary 2015

standing angling, with things returning
to more normal numbers afterward. The
season tally of large fish looked like this:
92 between 15 and 19 pounds; 41 between 20 and 24 pounds; two between 25
and 29 pounds; and two between 30 and
39 pounds. Several of the prized Osenkas
(large, hard-fighting September arrivals)
exceeded 25 pounds.
Yokanga River: After a slow start due to
high water and a late run, the six-week
season here picked up substantially.
Overall, in 2014, 860 salmon were landed on the Yokanga by 79 rods. In all, 15
salmon of 30 pounds or more and 100plus between 20 and 29 pounds were
taken. The undoubted highlight of the
2014 season was a 46.5-pound fish-ofa-lifetime notched by a lucky angler on
July 4th. For more information and book-

ing, contact Fly Fisher Group (www.
flyfishergroup.com).
Varzina River: Although at this writing the Varzina River Company website
(www.varzina.com) has no content more
recent than 2013, Steffan Jones of Aardvark Mcleod (www.aardvarkmcleod.
com) tells me his company is booking
dates in 2015 and that clients may find
some bargains. With Steffan’s help, I was
able to reach Varzina River Company
and get some additional information.
Seems the company now operates four
salmon camps, the latest being the new
and spectacular Cliff Hanger Lodge
(eight rods, July and August) on the main
river. Other offerings include the Main
Salmon Lodge (12 rods, June) and the
Drozdovka and Sidorovka Paradise tent
camps (both offering six rods, 12 weeks)
on the named tributaries. They also have
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a fifth camp, the Upper Trout Tent Camp,
primarily targeting what the name suggests, although the odd salmon is landed.
The total overall catch on the Varzina has
been steadily improving, company representatives told me.
Atlantic Salmon Reserve (Litza, Rynda,
Kharlovka Rivers): The Reserve (www.
kharlovka.com) doesn’t typically provide
catch statistics on the weeks it handles
directly but anecdotal reports suggest
that 2014 was an above-average season
overall. I was able to get hard figures on
the two weeks that WhereWiseMenFish
(www.wherewisemenfish.com) books
here, one in July and the other at the end
of August. The numbers (an average of
12/rod/week) were not spectacular, but
the size distribution was enviable, three
over 30 pounds and 18 over 20 pounds.
Norway
Getting comprehensive catch and
run statistics from Norway is virtually
impossible, but I did come across a report from Charlie White of Roxton’s
(www.roxtons.com) that indicated 2014
was not a good season generally. This
was echoed by another highly regarded
agent who told me he wasn’t going to
book Norway in 2015 because he was
uncertain about the quality of the angling
that would be available. One river that
produced good numbers was the Lakselva, where Roxton’s books Steunes
Lodge and where the Fly Fisher Group
books Oldero Lodge during prime August weeks. Reached by e-mail, a Roxton’s representative was downright bullish about the 2014 season, saying it was
second in his mind only to the fondly
remembered 2012 season. To get your
off-season juices flowing, take a look at
this 46-pound Lakselva beauty doing its
thing: www.youtube.com/watch?v=R_
TeR5_6pxg.
For 2015, Roxton’s says they have
secured two new beats (Swimming Pool
and Diving Board), which will be added
to Home Pool, their private waters. This
will greatly increase the amount of water
they have exclusively and that they can
fish 24 hours per day. This will mean
out-of-hours fishing will be a far bigger
draw this coming year, I was told. To accommodate anglers on all the new water,
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they plan to have three guides on site at
all times. Peter Rippen of the Fly Fisher
Group (FFG) (www.flyfishergroup.com)
was as bullish about the 2014 results on
the Lakselva as the Roxton representative
noted above. He reported good numbers
of two-sea-winter fish and a solid cohort
of fish tipping the scales past 15 pounds,
with a few great fish over 40 pounds.
Iceland
Iceland has a unique and somewhat
confusing way of administering its
salmon river system. It leads to frequent
changes as to which outfitters and agents
have access to all or parts of individual
rivers. As one of my frequent correspondents put it, quoting an old cliché, “In
Iceland you can’t tell the players without
a program.” Adding to the confusion
is what Charlie White of Roxton’s described to me as “stratospheric” demand
for Icelandic fishing. Indeed, getting
space on a decent river in prime time is
very difficult these days.
That said, it is a fact that Icelandic
rivers in general didn’t have a great 2014
season, at least not when compared with
2013. Of the nine rivers I looked at for
this report, only one equaled its 2013
output. The other eight were down from
20 to 55 percent. Here is how Peter Rippen of Fly Fisher Group assessed the
season: “Despite generally good water
levels and some excellent ‘snippets’ of
fishing at rivers such as Midfjardara,
Laxa in Asum, Laxa in Kjos, and Nordura, 2014 was a largely disappointing
year for those targeting the normally
prolific grilse and summer salmon runs
in Iceland. Whilst a poor summer’s
grilse run in Iceland tends to provide
better fishing than a good year in most
other countries, most rivers in the Icelandic south were down in numbers by
a factor of 30 to 60 percent against their
normal catch averages.” He went on
to say the highlight of the 2014 season
was the very good returns of multi-seawinter (MSW) salmon, particularly in
the northwestern and northeastern parts
of the country. “Fish of excellent quality (many up to and over the 20-pound
mark) were landed in numbers in rivers
like Midfjardara, Hafralonsa, Hofsa,
Svalbardsa, Sela, and Laxa in Adaldal.
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In fact some rivers saw the best return
of larger fish in many years. Midfjardara
fly fishers landed more than 20 salmon
measuring over 100 centimeters, while
anglers on the Hafralonsa (which is now
limited to just four rods) were at points
in July averaging more than five MSW
salmon per rod per day. Svalbardsa also
exceeded its 2013 season’s catch total
and offered some exceptionally beautiful
larger fish.” Peter Mcleod of Aardvark
Mcleod (that firm books 20 Icelandic
rivers) pretty much agrees with everyone
else’s season assessment, but he prefers
to see the glass as half full instead of
half empty. “The lack of grilse was offset
this past season by the size of the MSW
salmon that were taken,” he told me. “In
my view, the 2014 season was actually
not as bad as 2012, which suggests to

me that 2015 will be a bumper season.”
He went on to report that he plans to
add Myrarkvisl, a tributary of the Laxa
in Adaldal on the north coast of Iceland,
to the lineup of rivers he offers. He says
Myrarkvisl offers the near-perfect opportunity for three to four rods to fish
for brown trout, salmon, and Arctic char
in a private river system and lake. Prime
time for salmon on Myrarkvisl is midJuly throughout August, he says. It is
well worth noting that Myrarkvisl, like
many rivers in Iceland, used to allow
worming for salmon. Not unexpectedly,
that caused the numbers of salmon to
drop off. The decline was so dramatic
that the river was closed to fishing in
2013. It reopened in 2014 with new
leaseholders and rules that allow flyonly catch-and-release fishing. Thanks
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largely to the closure, the river produced
more salmon this past season than it has
in five years. And one needs to keep in
mind that Myrarkvisl, like other Laxa
tributaries, produces fish of a high average size. Some years 50 percent of the
fish are multi-sea-winter salmon. The
average size in 2014 was 75 centimeters
or roughly 10 pounds. Turning to other
rivers, I’m indebted to William Daniel
of Famous Fishing (www.famousfishing.
co.uk) for a report on Nordura and Haffjardara Rivers. Both depend heavily on
grilse for their often spectacular fishing,
and it seems the grilse went on holiday
in 2014. Numbers were down sharply.
On the bright side, the 2014 smolt cohort
was rated by biologists as very strong
and this bodes well for the 2015 season.
New from Frontiers is the introduction of
an Iceland-specific website (www.frontiersiceland.com). Going forward, they
tell me they plan to book 21 salmon rivers and a half dozen trout opportunities.
Other news from Iceland includes a note
I received from Lax-Á Angling Club
(www.lax-a.net) letting me know that
in addition to their already considerable
lineup of Icelandic river opportunities
they are going to be booking a few days
on Laxa in Adaldalur, specifically the
Nes beat, which produces salmon that
have the highest average weight of any in
Iceland. They also plan to book the Nordura, one of Iceland’s best-known rivers.
Finally, one of the newer salmon fishing
companies in Iceland is an entity called
FishIceland (www.fishiceland.com).
This is a web-based initiative promoting all forms of angling in Iceland. The
operator, Jón Sigurðsson, has teamed up
with one of the world’s largest online
angling booking agents, FishPal, to offer day-ticket-style (that is, self-catering,
self-guided) opportunities, in addition to
more traditional full-service packages on
several rivers.
United Kingdom
The salmon situation in UK this past
season can best be summarized as ugly
and uglier. My major UK correspondent
offered these observations. “River Dee:
Catch for the year approximately 3,200
against a five-year average of around
7,000. Both two-sea-winter and grilse
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runs were very poor. The only positive
was a decent run of sea trout. River Tay:
Spring run was encouraging and ahead
of the five-year average, but summer and
autumn fishing was poor. Final catch was
about 4,500 versus a recent average of
7,000.
River Spey: It’s hard to get numbers,
as the beats are unusually secretive, but
it’s clear the catch was about half the average. River Tweed: Total catch was around
4,000 fish compared with a five-year average of 11,000. Elsewhere, the catches in
Scotland this past season varied between
35 and 65 percent of average catches.
Wales hasn’t been much better, with the
Wye producing 570 fish versus an average
of 800. The season started quite promisingly, but June, July, and August were
very poor. Long periods of low warm
water could be blamed for lower than
usual catches, but the beats just above the
tide that usually do well in these conditions also had a terrible summer. The Usk

was even worse.” As bad as that news is,
there is an ultra-slim sliver of good news,
according to Charlie White of Roxton’s
(Charlie.White@roxtons.com), who had
this to say in an e-mail near press time:
“Sadly, Scotland and Ireland fished very
poorly indeed this past season, but this
has led to space being available in prime
weeks in Scotland that were previously
what we call ‘dead men’s shoes.’ The upshot is, if there are anglers out there who
ever wanted to fish a particularly famous
beat or stay in a well-known lodge in the
UK, then 2015 would be a good year to
try to get in. There is a lot of availability at
normally exclusive locations.”
White went on to note in his e-mail
that he will be glad to help anyone wishing to take advantage of the many opportunities available.
Ireland
My index river in this country is the
Moy, which is generally agreed to be
Ireland’s most productive salmon stream.

It had a moderately poor season, to the
point where my regular correspondents
were unusually taciturn on the subject.
Nevertheless, I located the final total of
fish taken: 5,169, about two-thirds of the
number taken in 2012.
Some of the early weeks were up to
snuff, but a seemingly endless dry spell
reduced landings substantially for the
remainder of the season. Another Irish
salmon river that I keep tabs on is the
Munster Blackwater. And here is how
manager Ian Powell of Blackwater Lodge
(not the whole river) assessed the latest
season:
“The prolonged drought we have
experienced here in Ireland had a considerable effect on the number of rods fishing
and on river conditions. The result was the
worst total season catch since I came here
in 1986. The final total was 260 fish. On
the bright side, the early run seemed to be
of an above average weight, with one fish
estimated at 30 to 35 pounds.”
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Native New Orleans
Fly Fishing!
Louisiana’s rich waterways provide the perfect environment for enormous redfish, black
drum, sheepshead and jack crevalle.
• Captain Kenny Ensminger •
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •
• E-mail: kje24@live.com •
• www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.com •
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Do It Yourself Bonefishing
Now On Sale!
Call 800-272-5656 and ask for Rachel
or visit www.anglingreport.com to
order on line.
We have other fine titles available via
our website as well.
So don’t miss out on this, or any of
our other titles!
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Want to go fishing
for FREE?
Upgrade to our On-Line extra service for only
$24 per year. Receive invitations to go fishing
for free in exchange for your unbiased angling
report.
Unlimited access to our Trip Planning Database included. Call 800-272-5656 or visit our
web site at www.anglingreport.com
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Anytime
Anywhere

The Best of New
Zealand Fly Fishing

Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting
and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.
Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred
P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,
E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com

 NEW ZEALAND 

Trout Fishing

For more than 20 years, we
have specialized exclusively
in New Zealand fishing and
travel. Fly fishing is our central
focus, but we are experts in
many other activities available
in New Zealand. We create
exclusive fishing programs,
as well as sightseeing and
other nature-based activities.

Tel.: 800-381-9754 / 617-459-4200
www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport

Fly Fish for Redfish Year-Round

Call for a brochure or
visit New Zealand’s most
exciting
fishing
site.

Specializing in fly fishing, catch and release.
Accommodations for up
to eight guests.

MikeMcClelland
Tel.:800-528-6129
E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold •
• 504-237-6742 •
• www.Laredfish.com •

Stalking, and sight casting to large wild brown trout in crystal clear waters •
Award winning luxury lodge surrounded by 3 National parks and dozens of
rivers & streams • Heli-fishing into remote pristine wilderness a specialty.

See Angling Report Dec 2010 Vol 23 no.12 or send for our free DVD • info@stoneflylodge.co.nz • www.stoneflylodge.co.nz
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