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Editor Note: Here we go again with 
still another FREE Fishing Report, 
this one to Las Buitreras Lodge on 
the Rio Gallegos in Argentina’s far-
south province of Santa Cruz. The 
attraction here is an annual influx 
of sea-run browns, smaller in num-
ber maybe than those that pour into 
the Rio Grande River on Tierra del 
Fuego but still large in size. We are 
indebted to famed Swedish angler 
and outfitter Christer Sjöberg of Solid 
Adventures for the Free Fishing Invi-
tation he extended to subscriber Skip 
Cox, who wrote the following report. 
See box elsewhere in this section for 
more information on our FREE Fish-
ing Program.

When Don Causey, editor of 
The Angling Report, picked 
me to fly to southern Argen-

tina this past winter and fish the Rio 
Gallegos for sea-run brown trout, you 
can well imagine that I jumped at the 
chance. The sea-run brown trout in that 

part of the world were introduced into 
the rivers of Patagonia, including the 
Rio Gallegos, in the 1800s. Because 
of the harsh climate, only 700 miles 
from Antarctica, insects and other tra-
ditional food sources for trout were 

scarce, so the trout eventually fled to 
the sea, where they found food in great 
abundance and began to grow to very 
large, double-digit sizes before return-
ing each year to spawn during the South 
American summer (January, February, 
March). Unlike salmon, their life cycle 
does not end after spawning; many 
survive and return to spawn again and 
again, some reaching mammoth size. 
The most famous sea-run brown trout 
river in this region is the Rio Grande 
on Tierra del Fuego, of course, but the 
Rio Gallegos is a river of some renown 
as well.

Las Buitreras Lodge is located right 
on the Rio Gallegos River, about 25 
miles from the sea. The Estancia de Las 
Buitreras, where the lodge is located, is 
named for the native Indians who once 
lived there. The estancia (or ranch) is 
huge, over 200,000 acres, with more 
than 40,000 sheep, and it is only one 
of five estancias owned by one fam-
ily! The land looks much like eastern 
Montana, rolling grassy plains, bluffs 
with few trees. The wildlife is abundant: 
guanacos (deer-size animals related to 
the llama and alpaca); flocks of rheas 
(indigenous, large, flightless birds that 
are related to the ostrich and emu); 
hares; Magellan geese; ducks; gray 
foxes; skunks; pink flamingos; eagles; 
peregrine falcons; and many other birds, 
plus thousands of half-wild sheep. 

This is magic country. It is land 
that makes you come alive. In the 
mornings here, you can gaze for miles 
across the rolling steppes, tracing 
with your eyes the track of the Rio 
Gallegos as it winds through the land. 
Standing on the porch, surrounded by 
the white walls and red roofs of the 
lodge and its various out-buildings, 
your ears tingle with the cries of Ma-
gellan geese, your skin comes alive to 
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 � The Angling Report encourages sub-
scribers to file reports on great places to 
fish and important news developments 
that help the rest of us decide where to 
go—or not to go—fishing. Subscribers 
who file unusually important and use-
ful reports are placed on our Subscriber 
Honor Roll and sent a complimentary 
Angling Report Honor Roll fishing cap. 
Honor Roll subscribers also get special 
consideration for FREE trips. Our lat-

est Honor Roll subscriber is Ben Pierce, 
who filed the report in this issue about 
the new Astove Atoll Lodge program in 
Seychelles. If you have been on an inter-
esting trip recently, send a letter-length 
report to see if you can get on our sub-
scriber Honor Roll. E-mail it to doncau-
sey@anglingreport.com. You can find the 
complete list of Honor Roll subscribers 
on our website, www.anglingreport.com. 
Click on “Honor Roll subscribers.”
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the feel of the wind. How strong will 
it be? you ask yourself. Drinking your 
first cup of almost scalding coffee, 
your taste buds riot with the smell 
of eggs, bacon, muffins, toast, and 
porridge cooking in the kitchen. You 
can’t help but thrill with anticipation 
of the day’s fishing. Las Buitreras is 
simply a wonderful place to be!  

The tides of the South Atlantic, 
which flow into the mouth of the Rio 
Gallegos, can be 40-plus feet high, I 
was told. It is on these massive tides 
that the sea-run brown trout enter the 
Rio Gallegos to begin their journey 
to spawn. When the tides and river 
conditions are right, many hundreds 
of fresh, bright, chrome-colored sea-
run brown trout (“Chromies”), driven 
by an irresistible command to spawn, 
enter the river. These fish are geneti-
cally identical to freshwater brown 
trout, and they have the familiar vivid 
spots and somewhat the same color-
ing as their freshwater cousins, at 
least after they have entered the river. 
The longer a Chromie is in fresh wa-
ter, it seems, the more its coloration 
reverts to “normal.” 

On their spawning run, sea-run 
browns proceed erratically, temporar-
ily stopping and holding in pools of 
the river to rest now and then. They 
are very strong fish; a sea-run brown 
will give you at least twice the fight 
of a freshwater brown of the same 
size! I know because I tangled with 
them on my trip.

The schedule at Las Buitreras 
Lodge calls for you and your room-

mate angler to leave the lodge each 
day at 8 AM with a guide assigned to 
you for that morning. After a ride of 
15 to 50 minutes, you will arrive at 
one of the five fishing zones in the 25 
miles of the Rio Gallegos controlled 
by Las Buitreras. There, you will fish 
for the morning, probably with an 
intermediate shooting-head fly line. 
If you don’t wish to bring your own 
equipment, by the way, you can rent 
what you need at the lodge. The top 
five flies are: Griddle Bug (Size 10-
4), Yellow/Black Conehead, Woolly 
Bugger with rubber legs (aka Yellow 
Yummy or Trinas Bugger size 10-2), 
Copper John and Golden Stonefly 
Nymph (Size 12-6), Sunray Shadow 
Tube for evening fishing, and, of 
course, the horrendous-looking Yug 
Bug (size 10-2). All of these are 
available for sale in the lodge’s fly 
shop.

Wind permitting, it is customary 
to start at the head of the pool and 
cast about 10 o’clock toward the op-
posite bank, slowly stripping your fly 
as it crosses water below you. You 
will then take two large steps down-
stream and repeat the process. In this 
manner, you will have shown your fly 
to every trout in the pool within your 
casting range.

You will return to the lodge 
around 1 PM for lunch, the big meal 
of the day, and the food will be won-
derful. You will be greeted on arrival 
by one of the staff and offered any 
variety of drink you would like, wine, 
beer, soft drink, or water. After lunch, 
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you can rest and nap until 5 PM, 
when you will leave with a different 
guide to fish a different zone in the 
river, from 8 to 10 PM, when it gets 
dark, which is generally the best fish-
ing of the day.

My roommate and fishing partner 
was Thommy Gustavsson, chief edi-
tor and graphic designer of Flugfiske 
i Norden, a Swedish fly fishing maga-
zine. He’s a great guy, a skilled Spey 
rod caster, and an artist. One night, 
about 10 PM, as we were about to 
leave the river, Thommy gave a shout. 
I looked toward him just in time to 
see an imposing trout clear the sur-
face by about two feet and then the 
explosion of water when it dropped 
back into the river. Thommy eventu-
ally landed the trout, an absolutely 
magnificent fish that was more than 
three feet in length, had a girth of 
22.8 inches, and weighed an estimat-
ed 24 pounds. While Thommy was 
fighting his fish, the angler on my 
left hooked and landed another—an 
18-pound trout.  

Summer temperatures (January, 
February, March) on the Rio Gal-
legos average a moderate 45 to 65 
degrees, but the other weather factors 
can vary widely. You will be closer 
to Antarctica than to Buenos Aires 
here, with weather that can include 
everything from cloudless to stormy, 
cold rain, hot sun, and back again, all 
in the same day. The near-constant 
factor will be wind. The wind! The 
wind! THE WIND! If you decide to 
fish the Rio Gallegos, don’t make 
my mistake. Make sure you are a 
proficient Spey caster from your left 
side as well as your right. One day, 
the wind was blowing steady at 25 
mph and gusting to 40 mph. I had to 
stand sideways to keep from being 
blown over into the water. Most of the 
pools where the fish are holding are 
pretty wide; to cover the water, you 
should be able to cast 40 to 70 feet or 
more. Try doing that with your trusty, 
single-hand, 8 wt rod with strong 
wind in your face and you will likely 
wind up like me, flossing your teeth 
with an intermediate shooting-head 

fly line, your head adorned with your 
tippet and your fly stuck in some em-
barrassing and injurious location on 
your person.

During my six days fishing at 
Las Buitreras, I hooked six trout 
and landed five, the largest about 10 
pounds. Christer Sjöberg, mastermind 
and organizer of the Las Buitreras 
experience, said the low number was 
attributable to an absence of rain in 
all of Patagonia for the previous six 
to eight weeks. The Rio Gallegos was 
at the lowest level he had ever seen, 
he told us. Many sea-run brown trout 
were still lying off-shore waiting for 
the river to rise. He said it was the 
worst fishing conditions he had seen 

in the 14 years since he established 
Las Buitreras Lodge. Even so, the fly 
fishermen there (one Welsh, two Eng-
lish, three Germans, two Swedes, and 
me) caught over 30 fish in six days.  

To provide a fuller picture of 
what can be expected by anglers at 
Las Buitreras I asked Christer to pro-
vide me with the catch records for 
the previous year. Here are the totals 
taken during the 12-week 2014 sea-
son: 94 rods took 891 trout. That was 
an average of 9.48 fish caught per rod 
per week. The average fish weighed 
nine pounds, with the average larg-
est fish per week weighing in at 24.5 
pounds. The largest trout of the sea-
son weighed 31 pounds. 

Christer’s company, Solid Ad-
ventures, owns, manages, books, and/
or runs eight operations around the 
world, three in Argentina, one in Ven-
ezuela, one in Indonesia, one in New 
Caledonia, and two in Cuba. Christer 

is a gregarious, fun-loving, hospitable 
guy with more than 30 years of expe-
rience in the operation of fly fishing 
lodges and in the development and 
marketing of fly fishing equipment. 
He is the real deal. He knows as 
much about fly fishing and fly fishing 
equipment as any lodge operator I’ve 
ever met.  

The staff, chef, and guides he 
has assembled are great, and they all 
spoke English well except one, whose 
English was as marginal as my Span-
ish. The food and drink was excellent, 
with both included in the overall cost. 
Only hard liquor was not available. If 
you want hard liquor, you’ll need to 
bring your own.  

The lodge facilities are first rate, 
clean, and comfortable. Everything 
works. The first floor contains the 
main dining room and relaxation 
area, plus a small bar, the kitchen, the 
laundry room, and a storage room for 
your fishing waders, boots, and jack-
ets. There is a large outside porch for 
relaxing and changing into and out 
of your waders. The bedrooms are on 
the second floor; most are doubles, 
but a few are singles, all with sepa-
rate bathrooms. There is a small fly 
shop on-site where you can rent or 
buy rods, reels, lines, flies, etc. There 
is also a separate outdoor, covered 
dining structure. The Internet service 
was slow, but it was being upgraded 
while I was there. The electricity 
is 240 volts versus 120 volts in the 
States. Christer said many Americans 
just plugged into one of his cord re-
ceptacles, but I suggest you bring a 
converter. Also, buy a Simcard if you 
wish to make calls back home. Veri-
zon is $4 a minute.

The cost for a six-day stay at 
Las Buitreras in 2015 varies with the 
number of rods per guide you want 
to have: two rods with one guide per 
beat costs $5,950 US, while three 
rods with one guide per beat costs 
$4,850 US. A non-fishing guest costs 
$1,700 US. The prices for next season 
may be slightly different. Prices given 
include transportation to/from Los 
Gallegos Airport, all meals, snacks, 
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soft drinks, beer, and wine. There is 
a maximum of 10 rods per week here.

If a non-fishing guest enjoys wild-
life, nature photography, hiking, soli-
tude, miles of windswept steppes, and 
well-oiled fly-fishermen regaling each 
other with the day’s adventures each 
evening to the wee hours, that person 
will enjoy being at Las Buitreras. If 
your significant other would not enjoy 
this, leave him or her at home. 

As for getting to Las Buitreras, I 
bought an upgradable coach fare on 
Delta and upgraded to business class 
with frequent-flyer miles. The only 
glitch that occurred could have been 
a disaster. I was not aware of the need 
to pay an Argentina Reciprocity Fee 
of $160 (good for 5 years) to enter Ar-
gentina. I learned of this requirement 
in Atlanta shortly before boarding 
time. Fortunately, I was able to pay 
the fee at the Delta Customer Service 
Desk and complete the requisite form 
in time or I would have been denied 
the right to board.

Ultimately my flights to Bue-
nos Aires from Atlanta and return 
were the two best flights I have ever 
taken in my life. After a good meal 
and wine, I adjusted my seat to hori-
zontal, slept like a baby, and arrived 
in Buenos Aires completely rested. 
Clearing Argentine Customs and col-
lecting my bags took about an hour. 
A taxi is about $45 one way for the 
45- to 60-minute ride into Buenos 
Aires and/or Jorge Newbery Airport 
(RGL) where you catch the flight to 
Rio Gallegos. You can reserve and pay 
for your taxi online in Buenos Aires, 
I learned (Suntransfers.com), or with 
one of the taxi companies inside the 
airport. Warning: do not hire a taxi 
outside on the street. I heard hor-
ror stories of taxi drivers taking long 
routes to increase the fare and even 
taking a cash payment, hiding some 
of it, and angrily demanding more 
money! 

I spent three great days in Buenos 
Aires, the Paris of South America, 
and you should too. I recommend the 
NH Hotel Florida ($73), Plaza Hotel 
($125) or the Alvear Palace Hotel 

($495), the best hotel in Buenos Aires. 
Take in a tango show; eat a massive 
steak dinner at the Cabana Las Lisas; 
visit the Presidential Palace “Pink 
House,” where Eva Peron gave her 
passionate speeches from the bal-
cony; visit the museums; walk Flor-
ida Street; take tours; have fun. Just 
be careful on Florida Street where 
you will hear shouts of “Cambio!” 
(Change!). Some of the “street bank-
ers” there will offer you a good rate 
for your dollar, but sometimes they 
pay you with counterfeit pesos.

One of the things I loved about 
the fishing at Las Buitreras is that 

there is little ambient light and the 
stars are so bright the Milky Way 
looks as if all of heaven’s milk has 
been spilled across the Patagonian 
sky. Another thing I liked was the 
tantalizing thought that at any mo-
ment I had a real chance of taking 
a brown trout that would break the 
IGFA 16-pound line class record 
of 29 pounds and 12 ounces. That 
thought was strongest just after dark 
each night as I slowly stripped my 
fly through the Rio Gallegos, with 
Orion’s Belt and the Southern Cross 
twinkling above in the Argentine 
night.—Skip Cox.

 � Want to Go Fishing Free? 

All about Our Free Fishing Program

 � The Angling Report has always 
valued feedback from its subscribers. 
And the reasons are clear. For one 
thing, Angling Report subscribers are 
some of the world’s most experienced 
fishermen. Hence, their judgments 
about fishing destinations are broad 
based and sound. And our subscribers’ 
insights are refreshingly candid. That’s 
because they are written from a point of 
view that no other publication embod-
ies—namely, the paying client’s point 
of view. You can see that point of view 
in the report this month by Skip Cox on 
his FREE fishing trip to Las Buitreras 
Lodge on the Rio Gallegos River in 
Argentina.

So here’s the deal. We encourage 
lodge owners, guides, and others to 
offer us FREE visits to their facilities 
with the understanding that we will turn 
these invitations over to Angling Report 
subscribers who convince us that they 
are capable of writing useful and ac-
curate reports about their experience. 
More than 100 subscribers have been 
invited on FREE fishing trips here in 
the United States and to foreign desti-
nations such as Argentina, Christmas 
Island, Brazil, and Mexico. The total 
value of all that travel is in the many 
hundreds of thousands of dollars. And 
the good news is that more outfitters 
are offering us FREE trips in return for 

reviews.
If you want to get in on this op-

portunity, all you have to do is upgrade 
your subscription to Online Extra. The 
cost is only $2 a month for a service 
that includes unlimited access to our 
custom-searchable, 5,000-page data-
base of subscriber reports and previ-
ously published articles, early-bird 
electronic delivery of your newsletter 
each month, and access to periodic e-
mail bulletins describing FREE fishing 
opportunities. These bulletins invite 
Online Extra subscribers to tell us why 
they should be selected to go on FREE 
fishing trips. We always give the nod 
to the most experienced subscribers 
with the most relevant experience. No 
favoritism of any sort is shown. Sound 
like fun? Well, what are you waiting 
for? Sign up for Online Extra right now 
and get on the list of subscribers invited 
to go fishing for free. The easiest way 
to sign up is by going to our website, 
www.anglingreport.com, and click-
ing on “Upgrade to Online Extra.” 
Or you can e-mail Mike Lyons in our 
new administrative offices at: mike@
anglingreport.com. Just be sure you 
sign up with an e-mail address that you 
check often and be sure to add Online-
Extrareply@anglingreport.com to your 
address book to ensure our bulletins get 
through. Enjoy!—Don Causey, editor.
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Postscript: You can get more infor-
mation on Las Buitreras Lodge and 
Christer Sjöberg’s other operations by 
going to his website: www.solidad-
ventures.com.

It’s an unfortunate fact that news 
stories often break at the worst pos-
sible time. That is certainly the case 

as regards an abrupt upsurge in conflict 
in the Bahamas between independent 
guides and unguided (or do-it-yourself) 
anglers. The story catches me out of 
the office and with virtually no means 
to reach out to important contacts who 
would help bring needed perspective 
to this report. Here is the gist of what 
I know: Some independent guides (that 
is, those who work on their own as in-
dependent businessmen, instead of as 
employees of lodges) in the Bahamas 
are seriously harassing do-it-yourself 
anglers in a number of places across 
the Bahamas, including Abaco, Exuma, 
and Long Island. The harassment is not 
just verbal: it has progressed to property 
damage and personal exchanges that 
threaten to become physical. Here are 
some sample incidents that have oc-
curred. These accounts were either sent 
to me or appeared in blog posts on the 
Internet: 
•	 “I Just came back from a four-day 
do-it-yourself trip to Casuarina Point 
in Abaco. Rented cottage with alumi-
num boat and small motor. Had read 
about difficult bones along beach and 
Cherokee Sound, which lived up to 
their reputation and then some. What I 
wish to pass on, however, is a different 
challenge that I found there. It would 
appear that the locals are trying to pre-
vent DIY fishing altogether. I say that 
because at one point during my trip I 
came upon a flat that was covered up 
with bones, big ones. I got out of the 
boat to wade and a local started doing 
donuts with his boat right near mine. 

Next, he moved to the end of the flat 
where the fish were coming on the flat 
and made lots of commotion with his 
boat. After spending some time there, 
he went to the other end of the flat and 
made more ruckus. This was all de-
signed to make sure that no ‘catching’ 
occurred. If this is the way locals want 
to behave, I don’t intend to come back. 
This completely spoiled my trip!”
•	 “My group had a problem on 
Exuma with guides trying to intimi-
date us. One threatened to firebomb 
the house where our party was stay-
ing. We reported this to the police, but 
they stonewalled us. That same year an 

angler I know had his car catch on fire 
while he was fishing on Exuma. The 
fire melted the tires, the windshield 
exploded. Our group has had numerous 
incidents going back five or six years.” 
•	 “The problems that we have had 
with our vehicles have all taken place 
at the west-side boat launch on Abaco, 
the launch that Nettie Symonette built 
when she operated Different of Abaco. 
We have a pretty good idea who is 
behind it. A new sign has appeared 
recently at the boat launch stating 
‘Private Road. Guided Fishing Only.’ 
A member of our group contacted the 
local authorities about the sign and, 
as far as anyone knows, it is a public 
road. We have been very careful to not 
leave cars at the launch. Our group 
fished the area four times this past five 
weeks but we arranged to be dropped 
off and picked up by our wives to 
avoid any confrontations. 
•	 “The problems we have had with 

car vandalism have not just occurred 
on Abaco. Last year on Exuma we 
had all four tires slashed. The car was 
hidden on a vacant lot at the end of a 
bush road and was only visible from 
the ocean at Airport Flats. There were 
a couple of guide boats in the area and 
they had seen us departing the beach in 
kayaks. We also had tires slashed sev-
eral miles south of that area a couple of 
months before under the same circum-
stances. The knife or blade that was 
used to do the slashing was identical in 
both cases, or at least the holes were.”
•	 “In the last couple of weeks a car 
was vandalized at Garbage Dump Flat 
near Deadman’s Cay on Long Island, 
and we were accosted by a guide at the 
Garbage Dump who informed us that 
it was illegal to fish on our own in the 
Bahamas. There was another incident 
with a guide aggressively going at a 
fisherman on Long Island. The tour-
ist made a big fuss and apparently the 
guide was contacted by the police and 
told in no uncertain terms to back off 
or he would be charged.”

Importantly, the single mention 
above of a positive police response is 
the only one we have heard about. All 
of the other anglers say the police have 
ignored their complaints and/or refused 
to get involved. A more thorough airing 
of this issue might turn up more in-
stances of police getting involved, but at 
this writing the government appears to 
be allowing a dangerous situation to de-
velop. Slashed tires, a burned automo-
bile, ugly behavior displayed on flats. 
Can violence be far from surfacing? 
And who would be charged if violence 
did flare? No one seriously contests the 
fact that unguided fishing is legal in the 
Bahamas, but who will trade the first 
blows and whose word will be taken as 
the truth? Think about it. Who wants to 
spend time in a Bahamas jail? Or a hos-
pital? This is serious stuff. 

As this is written there are indica-
tions that the government is waking 
up to the untenable situation that has 
developed in the Bahamas. The threat of 
violence is only one aspect of the prob-
lem. The other aspect is loss of business 
on the part of owners of small hotels and 

DATELINE: BAHAMAS

News...News...News
Conflict Erupting over
Do-It-Yourself Fishing
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restaurants in the Out Islands, along with 
individuals who rent their homes and cars 
to unguided fishermen. Indeed, unguided 
anglers spend a lot of money in the Ba-
hamas and they spread it around the com-
munities where they stay. Importantly, Rod 
Hamilton, whose book, website, and blog 
(www.diybonefishing.com) are a least 
partially responsible for the upsurge in in-
terest in unguided fishing, says he is being 
deluged by calls and e-mails from follow-
ers saying they are not going back to the 
Bahamas until a lawful solution to the cur-
rent conflicts has been hammered out. One 
report I received along this line was from 
an angler who said he had been personally 
responsible this year alone for encourag-
ing close to a dozen anglers to come to the 
Bahamas and fish on their own, as well as 
with independent guides. Collectively, he 
says, those dozen anglers spent $72,000 
on home, car, and boat rentals alone. Food, 
gifts, and supplies of various other sorts 
are not included in that tally. That money 
is gone forever, the writer told me in an 
impassioned note.

Here at The Angling Report we do 
not like to write negative stories. My own 
preference in this instance would be to 
work behind the scenes with construc-
tive individuals who want to solve this 
resource allocation issue. Indeed, that is 
what is involved here. Think jet skis and 
flats anglers in the Florida Keys. Think 
float fishermen and recreational tubers 
out West. This is a squabble over who has 
what kind of rights to an increasingly valu-
able, finite resource. Solving such conflicts 
is what government is all about, and no 
one of good will doubts the Bahamas gov-
ernment will rise to the challenge eventu-
ally. It is what happens in the interim that 
worries us. Clearly, some independent 
guides in the Bahamas are acting like 
thugs and they need to be drawn up short, 
as they are damaging everyone’s interest. 
Until they are, be careful if you are headed 
to the Bahamas on a trip that involves fish-
ing on your own.—Don Causey.

Editor Note: The new Astove Atoll 
Lodge program in Seychelles has been 
getting good reviews, and we have been 
looking hard for a report from a return-
ing angler. Enter Ben Pierce, who fished 
Astove Atoll this past February/March 
during the third and fourth weeks of 
operation of the new lodge. We are 
putting Ben Pierce on our Subscriber 
Honor Roll for taking the time to file 
this important report. His Honor Roll 
fishing cap is already in the mail. You 
can find out more about our Honor Roll 
Program on page 2 of this issue.

My wife and I decided to visit 
the new Astove Atoll Lodge 
for two weeks this past win-

ter, booking two of the six available 
rods on offer there by Alphonse Fish-
ing Company between February 23 and 
March 9. That put us in the facility for 

weeks three and four of the new opera-
tion. We made this booking because we 
had enjoyed other destinations in Sey-
chelles and also because the prospect of 
relatively “virgin” and plentiful GTs on 
the flats is hard for an addict to resist. 
Our sense of excitement and expecta-
tion overcame our concerns about book-
ing what was at that point an unfinished 
lodge and operation. We were not disap-
pointed. How could we be after landing 
24 GTs and losing many others? Here is 
a brief account of our experience: 

We found Keith Rose-Innes of 
Alphonse Island Fishing (keith@al-
phonse-island.com) and his staff to be 
responsive and thorough in helping us 
organize and prepare ourselves for our 
trip during the six months leading up 
to it. Given how slowly everything hap-
pens in Seychelles and especially in re-

mote areas like Astove, I was truly im-
pressed that they were up and running 
on time with a good island crew and 
guides, boats, engines, and the thousand 
other details that have to be addressed 
to launch something new like this. We 
booked two weeks because Seychelles 
is a long way from Bozeman, Montana, 
and I didn’t think six days of guided 
fishing was worth the five days of travel 
it took to reach this destination. We flew 
Emirates through Dubai, the airline that 
served us very well on our numerous 
other pilgrimages to Seychelles. 

The private charters to outer atolls 
such as Astove depart early in the morn-
ing, so we followed the recommenda-
tions we had been given to arrive in 
Mahé the day before our charter. That 
not only assured us that we would not 
miss our charter but it allowed us to 
adjust to the 12-hour time difference. 
Charters in Seychelles are expensive 
and a significant portion of the trip 
cost, which, by the way, came to a 
very significant $14,500/rod/week. The 
charter to Astove took six hours round 
trip, and it involved a stop on the way 
out at Alphonse Island for fuel, facili-
ties, and food. Alphonse Island Resort 
is run by the same company as Astove 
Island Lodge, and it is reported to offer 
great fishing as well, though I have not 
tried it yet. The plane we flew to Astove 
was specially designed to take off and 
land on a “bush” strip such as the one 
they have on Astove. Before we left 
Mahé, I made sure the pilot pointed out 
where the life rafts were. Three hours 
is a long time to spend over open and 
empty ocean. It turns out that the staff 
of Astove Island Lodge has to clear gi-
ant land tortoises from the runway be-
fore the once-per-week flight lands and 
departs. 

Astove is a small atoll measur-
ing about 2.5 miles wide by 3.7 miles 
across with a shallow lagoon in its 
interior and one flushing channel from 
the lagoon to the ocean. Having seen 
the island, I think Alphonse Island Fish-
ing is wise to invite just six rods at a 
time during two short seasons per year. 
The shoreline of Astove varies from 
beach to coral rock, and it is ringed 
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by a coral bench/reef that extends out 
a hundred yards or so where there are 
large breaking waves. Beyond that, the 
earth drops away into an abyss, which 
I could not quite get up the courage to 
snorkel along. Jacques Cousteau calls 
it one of the best diving walls in the 
world. I probably don’t need to point 
out that currents rip along the walls of 
this abyss, and large creatures with gills 
live there. 

As for the fishing, there were four 
excellent guides on the island for six 
guests, which meant one guide had a 
day off each day because clients here 
fish two to a guide. Three of the guides 
were South Africans and one was 
Seychellois. They were all very experi-
enced, knowledgeable, and hardwork-
ing. Each day we packed a lunch and 
basically fished from eight in the morn-
ing to five in the afternoon, though you 
could vary this routine if you wanted 
to by going back to the lodge for lunch 
and an AC break. Also, on some tides, 
it was simply impractical to fish during 
certain hours. The lodge has three boats 
in all, a flats boat in the lagoon and two 
bigger skiffs in the ocean. The boats 
were used more to get you to where you 
would fish than to fish from, however. 
There was a lot of walking involved, 
and, in my view, this trip is not for those 
who would have trouble staying on 
their feet all day and walking in chal-
lenging terrain such as harsh coral and 
soft sand. We discovered that you can 
request more boat time if you are not 
up to the walking challenge, and your 
guide here will try to accommodate any 
requests you make. But, if you say noth-
ing, they will wear you out. We were 
beat at the end of every single day given 
the heat, terrain, waves, and rigors of 
fishing. Advil was a must. 

The highlight here was fishing the 
tidal drop, the lull, and then the push on 
the outside flats for GTs and triggerfish. 
You do see huge bonefish here every 
day, some in the 10-pound-plus range, 
but it is easy to get GT-obsessed and 
not switch gears and rods for smaller 
fish like that. There are great windows 
of time here when the tide is right for 
fishing, but you really want to capitalize 

on those times (don’t be eating lunch!), 
as the fishing can be very slow when 
the level of the tide is not right. One 
day during our stay it was calm enough 
to cruise offshore and look for feeding 
milkfish, and we did find a moderate-
size school. I managed to hook one 
milkfish out of that school, which I lost 
in about five seconds. Other than that 
one encounter offshore, however, all of 
the milkfish we saw were in the lagoon 
and they were not surface feeding. None 
were brought to hand during our two-
week stay. I did have some good shots 
at permit in the lagoon, and there were a 
lot of medium-size bones in the lagoon 
to chase during those periods when the 
wind or weather made the open ocean 
intolerable. The lagoon had GTs cruis-
ing for bait fish or working on rays.

In sum, if the GTs hold up and 
Alphonse Island Fishing continues their 
light-touch approach, I think this is an 
outstanding place to catch wild GTs that 
have not been subjected to years of bait-
ing or teasing. On average, the ones we 
caught were smaller than I expected but 
other guests caught fish over 100 centi-
meters. I am not sure that bigger is bet-
ter when it comes to GTs anyway. I was 
astonished that we did not lose a single 
fly line in two weeks. My wife landed 
six GTs, and this was after several 
weeks trying to accomplish this task 
on Farquhar with no success. At this 
point, I think GTs are a bit scarcer and 
better educated on Farquhar than they 
are on Astove, but education may come 
rapidly to Astove as well. I believe GTs 
are very smart and quick to learn from 
their mistakes. As for comparisons be-

tween Farquhar and Astove, Farquhar 
is bigger and more diverse than As-
tove but you probably won’t catch as 
many GTs on the flats, though that can 
change from week to week and tide to 
tide. Also, success around Farquhar is 
very weather dependent. Farquhar has 
bumpies, golden trevally, and Napoleon 
wrasse, which we did not see or catch 
on Astove. 

I’ll close with a couple of opera-
tional notes. The new lodge on Astove 
was still under construction during 
our stay, so we stayed in what will be 
the guide/crew quarters in the future. 
I was pleased to note that a competent 
and hardworking crew from India was 
finishing up the main lodge while we 
were there. It will have six private bed-
rooms. Our quarters were simple, fine, 
functional, and they had AC. Clearly, 
the lodge (which is now completed, I 
understand) will be quite a bit nicer. You 
need to be aware that there are some 
serious mosquitoes here at dawn and 
dusk. 

The crew “smogged” them each 
morning and night, but proper clothing 
and bug dope were required for eat-
ing outside. The new lodge will have 
indoor eating areas, we were told. The 
food was excellent, and the staff of the 
lodge very friendly and helpful. They all 
spoke English. 

As for the guides, they were as 
good as I have had anywhere in the 
world. In the future, I was told, they 
plan to offer diving here, which I imag-
ine would be quite amazing. They were 
lengthening and widening the runway 
for easier air access when we left. 

My wife and I are headed back to 
Farquhar this September, and it will be 
interesting to see if Astove has spoiled 
us on GTs. If we go back to Astove, I 
would likely do one week and figure 
out how to mix it up with a week on 
Alphonse or Cosmoledo (mother ship). 
—Benjamin C. Pierce. 
Postscript: Pierce included a couple of 
reading suggestions in his report. The 
first book he recommends is Beyond the 
Reefs by William Travis, which contains 
“a few harrowing shark tales, plus ac-
counts of fascinating diving and fish-
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 � It’s going to be an interesting summer 
in the Rocky Mountain West as regards 
streamflows, according to correspondent 
Bill Cenis, who files our annual snowpack 
report. The term snowpack, of course, 
refers to the snow that is deposited in the 
high country in winter. The amount of that 
snow, the rate at which it melts, and the 
amount of water that is stored in regional 
reservoirs all contribute greatly to the 
quality of the fishing that will be on tap 
throughout the summer and into fall. This 
year, Cenis tell us, the dreaded d-word (as 
in drought) is everywhere in the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
snowpack report. But that does not mean 
you should cancel any and all of your 
plans to fish out West this summer, he 
says, as there are several important states 
where conditions should be acceptable to 
good. He writes:

“Come spring out West, it is the 
melting mountain snowpack that sup-
plies water volume to the region’s rivers, 
dams, and lakes. This year, unfortunately, 
region-wide, the amount of snow that fell 
in the mountains was far below normal. 
Historically, the end of March into early 
April is when mountain snowpack is at its 
heaviest. Generally speaking, when that 
snow melts, river flows peak during the 
first couple of weeks in June. This year, 
mountain snowpack and river volumes 
peaked early, and because the snowpack 
in some western states was at record lows, 
most if not all western states will have 
reduced stream flow this coming summer. 
A wetter-than-normal summer would help, 
but as of now, that is not what weather 
forecasters are predicting.

“There are four key northern Rocky 
Mountain states that claim the majority of 
designated “Blue Ribbon” fishing waters. 
Those states are Idaho, Montana, Wyo-
ming, and Colorado. The good news is 
that although those states did experience 
lighter mountain snowpack than normal 

and an early snow water runoff, the lack of 
mountain snow was not as severe as it was 
in other western states. Additionally, these 
states have a goodly amount of carryover 
reservoir storage of water from last year. 
Colorado’s carryover reservoir storage is 4 
percent above the 20-year average; Idaho’s 
18 percent; Montana’s 15 percent; and 
Wyoming’s 4 percent. The upshot is these 
four states should provide good stream 

fishing, at the very least, through midsum-
mer. At the other end of the spectrum, the 
NRCS reported in April that the states of 
California, Arizona, New Mexico, Utah, 
and Nevada almost surely will remain in 
prolonged drought throughout the summer.   

“With all of the above having been 
stated, the key to having the best shot at 
a successful stream fishing experience is 
to choose your destination and then call 
ahead to fly shops or sporting goods stores 
in the region you hope to fish to obtain 
current streamflow information. Below is 
a brief state-by-state look at current and 
predicted streamflow forecasts, based on 
information provided by the NRCS. 

ARIZONA. Spring was exception-
ally warm and dry with only the Verde 
Basin receiving above normal precipita-
tion. Snowpack melted out about a month 
earlier than normal, reducing predicted 
streamflow even lower than was originally 
indicated. Mountain snowpack levels this 
past winter and spring were well below 

normal in all of the major basins, as was 
spring precipitation. The Salt and Verde 
River reservoir system is below 60 per-
cent of capacity, other systems as low as 
16 percent. Forecasts call for well below 
normal summer streamflows, ranging from 
26 percent to around 65 percent of median.

CALIFORNIA. Winter snowpack, 
which is relied upon as the primary source 
of the summer water supply, ended up in 
March at record low levels. With very low 
snowmelt runoff, reservoir content has al-
ready suffered. The major reservoir water 
storage measurements for California are 
roughly under 50 percent of capacity. The 
state is in a critical drought situation.

COLORADO. With limited moun-
tain snowpack melting prematurely, 
streamflow outlooks for the coming sum-
mer are not great but also not too bad. A 
maximum streamflow of 89 percent of 
average is expected in the north central to 
south central part of the state. 

IDAHO. Warm, dry conditions thus 
far this year have increased the possibility 
of water shortages come mid-to-late sum-
mer. Northern Idaho rivers are forecast 
to be at 79 to 90 percent of the 30-year 
average. Further to the south, at 50 to 90 
percent. Dam reservoir water storage is, 
however, in decent shape.

MONTANA. Due to the lack of 
winter snowpack and premature runoff, 
rivers will likely peak earlier than the nor-
mal first two weeks in June. Western and 
central Montana streamflows are currently 
at 70 to 109 percent of average. Eastern 
Montana is at 50 to 89 percent. Depending 
on weather conditions this summer, come 
early fall, low water may become a prob-
lem. Dam reservoirs, however, are holding 
a decent supply of water.

NEVADA. This winter’s mountain 
snowpack was the lowest ever recorded 
at nearly every statewide measuring site 
(including three sites with over 100 years 
of data). Record low streamflow volumes 

ing efforts around various atolls in 
Seychelles,” he says. He noted he also 
tracked down a Google copy of Nar-

rative of the Wreck of the Ship Tiger 
of Liverpool by William Sterling. He 
describes this book as “an 1836 ac-

count of a wreck and subsequent res-
cue off Astove that is fascinating to 
read before visiting the atoll today.”

Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments

Briefly Noted
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are expected this summer. Throughout the 
state, streamflows are predicted to be as 
low as 25 percent or less of the norm.

NEW MEXICO. Inconsistent winter 
weather patterns have left water and snow 
conditions well below normal. Above 
normal temperatures have persisted across 
the state. Early spring mountain measure-
ments found snowpack at just 25 percent 
of the 30-year norm, with the exception 
being 70 to 89 percent of average in the 
northern part of the state.

UTAH. Water supply conditions at 
some 35 SNOTEL sites are at record low 
values, as this is written. It is predicted 
that this year will be associated with other 
notable drought years such as 1977 and 
1934. Very dry conditions and low stream-
flows are forecast across the state.

WYOMING. Snowpack in this state 
was below normal this past winter. Still, 
many rivers are forecast to be at 70 to 89 
percent of average flows, with isolated riv-
ers in the southeast part of the state at 25 
to 49 percent of normal volume. Decent 
reservoir water storage should, however, 
allow adequate stream fishing condi-
tions.—Bill Cenis.

 �
 � Continuing subscribers know we 

have been trying for several months to 
reach someone who can provide firsthand 
knowledge of the fishing around Mal-
dives, an island nation in the Indian Ocean 
southwest of Sri Lanka. Well, we finally 
hit pay dirt, as witness this report from 
South African Ben Pretorious, who has 
been taking anglers there for several years. 
He writes: 

“Maldives is an island nation made 
up of 26 atolls spread in a north-to-south 
direction over a distance of some 520 
miles. The various land masses that make 
up Maldives offer exciting fly fishing pos-
sibilities that vary from fishing the flats 
to fishing the surf zone to fishing blue 
water. The atolls are large and unique 
in that there are atolls within atolls here 
and lagoons within lagoons. The unusual 
geography produces some of the most 
picture-perfect scenery imaginable. End-
less, brilliant-white sand and coral flats, 
stretching as far as the eye can see, are 
bisected by deep blue channels and cut-
tings that provide direct access to the open 

ocean and deep lagoons. 
“At this point, I have hosted more 

than 30 groups to various destinations in 
Maldives, and I am continually impressed 
by the quality and abundance of the fish 
stocks. I am still discovering new and bet-
ter places for my clients, who are catching 
more and bigger fish. I truly believe that I 
have only just begun to uncover what this 
amazing area has to offer fly anglers.

“My preferred way to fly-fish in Mal-
dives is from terra firma, mainly focused 
on sight fishing. I have not explored any of 
the bluewater fishing options here, which 
are certain to be as varied and seemingly 
endless as the inshore fishing. Instead, I 
have focused exclusively on finding pro-
ductive flats and shorelines that offer good 

fly fishing potential. Initially, this led me 
to explore the atolls to the south of Malé, 
where I have found many large marl-sand 
flats, as well as very productive surf fish-
ing. These flats offer fly anglers some of 
the very best trigger fishing in the world. 
The two main trigger species to be found 
here are the titan and yellowmargin trig-
ger fish. In a good morning’s fishing with 
good light, my clients have seen and cast 
to as many as 100 of these very wily and 
powerful fish. Other species that occur 
on the flats and in the surf zone are the 
trevally species such as bluefin, GTs, and 
yellowspotted. Bluefin trevally are particu-
larly abundant, and fish up to 31.5 inches 
have been landed after giving a very good 
account of themselves on a 9 wt rod. 

“GTs are fairly common in Maldives 
but require a fair amount of stealth and 
good casting skills to succeed. Sight fish-
ing to these great fly-rod adversaries on 
the flats and in the surf zone, then watch-

ing them attack the fly, is what dreams are 
made of. Fishing for GTs in the surf zone 
is obviously more difficult and strenuous 
than on the flats. Buffeting waves and 
rocky underfoot structure require anglers 
to have a good sense of humor, as well as 
good skills, to be successful. Many very 
big fish have been caught and even bigger 
ones have been lost. I have had clients land 
GTs over 40 inches, and I have seen sev-
eral fish that I’m sure were in the 50-inch-
plus class. The day will come when one of 
these monster fish is landed on fly. It is a 
matter of time. Another fish that my clients 
encounter in Maldives are kawakawa, the 
great barracuda species. To date, I have 
encountered very few bonefish on the flats 
in the south, although I have seen them in 
deeper channels.

“In the months of February and 
March each year I conduct trips to atolls to 
the north of Malé where there are general-
ly more sandy flats and fewer surf-fishing 
options. Recently, we have come across 
several flats that are home to good-size 
bonefish. Fish in the eight- to 10-pound 
range have been landed. We have also seen 
and hooked permit but have yet to land 
one. As in the south, bluefin are plentiful 
and GTs up to 45 inches have been landed.

“On very recent trips to the north I 
have discovered two new destinations that 
are home to numerous GTs that range in 
size from about 23 inches to more than 
62 inches. I have seen monster fish cruis-
ing well within casting distance that have 
ignored my 8/0 offerings with disdain. To 
make life even more interesting at both 
these venues, I have seen bonefish, trig-
gers, permit, and milkfish, not to mention 
bluefin and yellowspot kingfish.

“Currently the only feasible way to 
fish the numerous uninhabited islands of 
Maldives is by staying aboard a sailboat, 
often motorized, that is known locally as a 
dhoni. In the Maldives, as opposed to oth-
er Indian Ocean atolls, you don’t have to 
make any lengthy, open-ocean crossings or 
anchor in rough water. Most of the sailing 
is done within the huge, protected lagoons, 
some of which are 50 miles long.  

“My company, Ufudu Fly Fishing Sa-
faris, has formed an exclusive relationship 
with a very reputable Maldivian charter 
company that provides dhonis (boats), 
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crew, service, food, and everything else 
necessary to be comfortable on a multiday 
trip. Itineraries are planned around the saf-
est and calmest anchorages, where your 
dhoni remains until you are ready to move 
on to the next fishing destination. For the 
more remote atolls, seaplanes or speed fer-
ries can be used to meet the dhoni on loca-
tion. In addition to the dhoni and crew, all 
charters come standard with a motorized 
skiff to transport you to and from the flats. 
The skiff can also be used for fishing in 
deeper water. The fishing season in Mal-
dives runs from October to April. Hosted 
trips of eight to ten days for a maximum 
of six anglers are planned to coincide with 
the best tides and season. Fishing time is 
maximized by the detailed planning of 
movement between fishing areas.”
Postscript: The web address of Pretorius’s 
company is: www.ufudu.co.za. E-mail: 
info@ufudu.co.za. The price given for 
2015 trips to the southern atolls is $2,550 
per person. Trips to the northern atolls are 
$2,990. 

 �
 � Here’s an interesting new develop-

ment! John Pinto of Miskito Coast Fish-
ing Company in Nicaragua is creating a 
dorado (dolphinfish) fishing opportunity 
that will compete head to head with the 
dorado fishery in the Loreto area of Baja. 
He writes: “I have been working like a 
banshee recently putting together a dorado 
fishing program in Nicaragua. I have lined 
up two captains with pangas who have 
fished commercially for dorado all their 
lives. They are excited about getting an op-
portunity to begin a sport fishing career. I 
have arranged for guests to stay and eat all 
of their meals at Hotel Lupita in Casares, 
Nicaragua, about 40 miles south of Mana-
gua on the Pacific Coast. The hotel, which 
has a swimming pool, sits on a tall bluff 
above the Pacific Ocean and is renowned 
for its excellent seafood dishes. The season 
will run from September through Novem-
ber. I can accommodate four anglers a 
week this year, but I look for my program 
to grow in the next few years. Cost this 
year is $1,795 per angler per week inclu-
sive of airport transfer from Managua to 
Casares, six nights lodging, all meals, and 
six days of guided fishing. Fishing days 
consist of five to six hours.

“I plan to develop a fishery similar to 
the one in Loreto, East Cape, Cabo, and 
other Mexican ports in Baja California. 
During September through November the 
dorado here in Nicaragua move inshore 
to within 18 miles of the coast. We plan 
to fish for them pretty much the way they 
do around Loreto—that is, we will mo-
tor around looking for floating sargasso 
weed, which concentrates the baitfish. The 
captain will chum with whatever bait is 
available at the time (live sardines, frozen 
sardines or cut calamari). We will ‘troll up’ 
the first dorado if there is no floating cover, 
put the captured fish on a stringer, and 
stick him in the water to attract others. The 
anglers will then cast streamers, poppers, 
and crease flies. These methods have been 

developed in Loreto over a 30-year period. 
We will borrow them for Nicaragua.”

Pinto goes on to say he believes the 
once-famous Loreto dorado fishery has 
declined precipitously. “The throngs of 
anglers who have gone there for 30 years 
aren’t going anymore,” he writes. “If they 
are still young enough to fish for dorado, 
they are probably looking for a brand-new 
dorado fishery. I have it. And it’s time Ni-
caragua got on the radar screen. Moreover, 
the cost of fishing with me is cheaper than 
fishing in Loreto; plus it’s a lot easier and 
cheaper to fly between Managua and any-
where than Los Angeles to/from Loreto.”
Postscript: The easiest way to get in touch 
with Pinto at present is via e-mail at: 
bn1fsh2@gmail.com. If you fish this area, 
file a report. A place on our Subscriber 
Honor Roll awaits the first person to file a 
detailed report. Write: doncausey@anglin-
greport.com. 

 �
 � So, what is the latest on efforts to re-

duce the harvest of striped bass along the 
northeastern coast of the United States? 
The news is not good by any means, ac-
cording to Brad Burns, president of Strip-
ers Forever (www.stripersforever.org). 
He writes: “At the most recent meeting 
of ASMFC (the Atlantic States Marine 
Fishery Commission), the body that man-
ages striped bass along the East Coast, the 
continuing bad news regarding spawning 
stock biomass, young of the year produc-
tion, and a number of other important 
pieces of evidence finally inspired at least 
one official, Paul Diodati, director of the 
Division of Marine Fisheries in Massachu-
setts, to state the obvious. He said essen-
tially that you didn’t need to be a fishery 
scientist to see what was happening to the 
population of striped bass. If you spend 
any time on the water (as he did) you 
know the fish are just no longer there. He 
then moved for an immediate 40 percent 
reduction in the recreational and commer-
cial catch of striped bass. 

“Unfortunately, in a more or less up-
and-down vote between states dominated 
by commercial fishing interests versus 
game fish states, his suggestion was voted 
down. This left the striped bass technical 
committee in charge of developing mea-
sures to keep the spawning stock biomass 
from falling below the overfishing thresh-
old. As incomprehensible as it may be to 
conservation-oriented recreational fisher-
men, the 25 percent harvest reduction 
they eventually called for was estimated to 
provide only a 50/50 chance of decreasing 
fish mortality to the accepted levels. It was 
from this meager starting point that delib-
erations began. And here was the outcome.

“For starters, the commercial quota 
along the coast was reduced 25 percent, 
but only 20 percent in Chesapeake Bay. 
As for the reduction in sportfishing quota, 
most of the states that have striped bass de-
cided to go with a reduction from two fish 
at least 28 inches in length to one. New 
Jersey, however, a state with a gigantic 
number of recreational fishermen, voted 
to stay with two fish, and justified this 
by requiring that both be larger than 28 
inches and one of the two be larger than 43 
inches. The ASMFC fishery scientists have 
concluded that by observing these intricate 
rules you can take two large fish instead of 
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one and still achieve the same conserva-
tion value. Many in-the-know individuals 
doubt that it is possible to measure things 
this precisely. There is a great and simple 
conservation value in keeping just one 
fish rather than two, and I personally have 
very little faith in the effectiveness of using 
these complicated measures to avoid going 
from a harvest of two fish to one. 

“Maryland has a similarly compli-
cated concept, first in their controversial 
trophy fishery that allows anglers to keep 
one fish between 28 and 36 inches, or one 
fish that is 40 inches or larger. 

“The idea here is that you can achieve 
an overall 25 percent reduction in harvest 
by encouraging anglers not to take fish 
between 36 and 40 inches. In Maryland’s 
regular (non-trophy) bay fishery that takes 
place after the spawning season, anglers 
are allowed to take two stripers with a 
minimum size of 20 inches, only one of 
which can be larger than 28 inches. This 
certainly can’t be as effective as just cut-
ting back to one fish.  

“The Chesapeake Bay states (all 
heavily influenced by the politics of com-
mercial fishing) concocted a scheme to 
take only a 20 percent reduction rather 
than the 25 percent being taken on the 
coast because they feel that the male, 
non-migratory portion of the striped bass 
population that stays more or less within 
Chesapeake Bay is more abundant than 
the segment of the population that is sub-
jected to the coastal fishery. Actually, they 
tried to get around the reduction complete-

ly by using this argument, but the technical 
committee didn’t substantiate their claims. 
If you want to see all the latest regulations, 
Stripers Forever has recently updated that 
information on its website. Go to the tab 
for State-by-State Information at: www.
stripersforever.org.  

“All you have to do is to look at the 
very observable decline in the striped bass 
population and you will see that things 

aren’t going well. Depending on exactly 
what time period you want to use, the 
coastal catch of striped bass over the last 
decade is down by some 80-plus percent! 
The battle is far from over. If things don’t 
improve soon, it is very likely we will be 
back at the table in a year or two really 
needing to push the panic button. A return 
to the draconian measures of the 1970s 
that resulted in the famous Chesapeake 
Bay Moratorium is certainly a distinct 

possibility if these puny conservation mea-
sures fail to do the trick.”  

 �
 � Still on the subject of striped bass, 

there is still some exciting fishing avail-
able, so we decided to call around and see 
if the guides we have written up in recent 
years are still in business and looking for 
customers. Indeed, a lot of them are, in-
cluding the following: Brendan McCarthy, 
Urban Fly Guides, anywhere on Long 
Island and New York City, 917-847-9576 
(www.urbanflyguides.com); Kalil Bogh-
dan, Downriver Charters in Massachusetts, 
Essex River, Cape Ann, and Plum Island, 
978-468-4398 (www.downrivercharters.
com); Avery Revere, Salty Fly Cape Cod, 
508-362-5482 (www.saltyflycapecod.
com); Eric Wallace, Coastal Fly Angler 
in Portland, Maine, Casco Bay, 207-671-
4330 (www.coastalflyangler.com); Lynne 
Heyer, Cross Rip Outfitters, Nantucket, 
Massachusetts, 508-221-1201 (www.
crossrip.com); Westport Outfitters, West-
port, Connecticut, 203-341-9490 (www.
saltwater-flyfishing.com); Urban Angler, 
New York City and Arlington Virginia 
area, 800-255-5488 (www.urbanangler.
com/htmlpages/about.html); Doug Jowett, 
Massachusetts and Maine, 207-725-4573 
(http://home.gwi.net/~djowett/); Dana 
Eastman, The Tackle Shop, Portland, 
Maine, 207-773-3474 (www.thetackle-
shop.net/); Forrest Falkingham, Maine 
Saltwater Outfitters, Maine, Kennebec 
River, 207-882-8392 (http://mainesaltwa-
ter.com/).

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newslet-
ter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this 
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one 
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For 
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.

 � Subscriber Ueli Zellweger has 
checked in with an interesting and in-
formative report on San Lazaro, one of 
the fishing areas in Cuba developed by 
Fabrizio Barbazza of Batida Travel, a 
competitor to Avalon. The San Lazaro 
area is located on the Zapata Peninsula, 

a huge and well-preserved Biosphere 
Reserve and National Park southeast of 
Havana. Zapata Peninsula encompasses 
some 250 square miles of swampland 
and shallow saltwater. The eastern por-
tion of the peninsula is where Las Sali-
nas (a fishing area in the Bay of Pigs) is 

located. San Lazaro is farther to the west 
in a more remote and difficult-to-reach 
area. It has areas of deeper water than 
Las Salinas.

As Zellweger explains in his report, 
San Lazaro was developed only four 
years ago. Access is via a refurbished 
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nine-mile-long canal that dates back to 
colonial times. The canal was unusable 
when Fabrizio was allocated the area, 
but he has cleared the ancient channel 
of debris and cleverly fitted it with three 
wooden sluice gates that collect enough 
water when closed to allow the free pas-
sage of skiffs. 

“San Lazaro is vast and in pristine 
condition,” Zellweger writes. “There are 
endless flats and inlets, plus mangrove 
cays, beautiful channels, and even a few 
deep blue holes on the western edge 
of the area where it abuts the open sea. 
Primary species here are bonefish, but 
visiting anglers have good chances for 
baby tarpon, snook, permit, Cubera 
snapper, jack crevalle, and large barra-
cuda. The bonefish here average around 
four pounds, but double-digit fish are 
not uncommon. Most of the fishing can 
be done by wading or from the skiffs. 
Prime season is from February to June, 
but it can be fished all year round. 

“Zapata Peninsula is an ornithologi-
cal jewel. It has been compared with the 
way the Everglades of Florida used to 
be. There are large numbers of flamin-
gos and pink spoonbills here, plus all 
kinds of herons, vultures, wading birds, 
ospreys, and falcon. You can even see 
the tiniest bird on the planet here, the 
bee hummingbird. It also has a strong 
population of saltwater crocodiles.

“Anglers who book San Lazaro 
stay in the small town of Playa Larga, 
which is reachable from Havana by bus 
or car over a quite good road in about 
two and a half hours. This area has not 
experienced much tourism yet. There 
is only one two-star hotel in town, but 
a good number of B&Bs (called Casa 
Particulars) are now being developed. 
The daily routine is to drive by car or 
bus over a country lane into the National 
Park for a good 30 minutes to reach the 
boat launch site. There, you hop into 
your skiff and run full throttle through 
the canal for another 40 minutes. Once 
you emerge into open water, you cruise 
another 10 to 30 minutes to reach the 
fishing area selected for the day. All this 
travelling involves leaving the hotel at 
7 AM and not fishing until about 9 or 
9:30. At 3 PM sharp you have to repeat 

all of the cruising and running to get 
back to the hotel before dark.

“The fishery is set up for eight rods 
only, and you will see no other fishing 
parties in this huge area. The crew of 
very experienced local guides know 
their job and the fishery extremely well. 
All speak good English, and it was a joy 
to fish with them. There are two double 
(that is, capable of accommodating two 
anglers) and four single fibreglass skiffs, 
all with reliable engines. The fishery 
is operated by Fabrizio Barbazza, who 
also operates two fisheries on the north 
coast of Cuba. San Lazaro is marketed 
primarily by a Swedish company, Solid 
Adventures (www.solidadventures.
com) and a French company, Planet Fly 
Fishing (www.planetflyfishing.com). 
I booked my trip through GoFishing-

worldwide (www.gofishingworldwide.
co.uk) after reading about it in Fly-
fishing & Flytying magazine (www.
flyfishing-and-flytying.co.uk), my favor-
ite fishing magazine. The editor of that 
publication, Mark Bowler, was the host 
of our trip.

“Our trip began with our flight 
from London to Madrid to Havana on 
Air Europe. The seven members of our 
group enjoyed an efficient VIP recep-
tion at the airport. We had a comfortable 
bus for our use the whole week. Having 
read some conflicting reviews about the 
hotel in Playa Larga, we opted for ac-
commodation in three different Casas 
Particulars. Our single rooms were tidy, 
and our hosts absolutely charming. We 
enjoyed cooked breakfasts each morn-
ing and had dinners together in all three 
of the Casa Particulars. None of those 

meals was very sumptuous. Lunch out 
on the flats usually consisted of two 
somewhat lumpy sandwiches. My room 
was a little noisy, and I dare say that I 
would have preferred a bit more privacy. 

“Our arrival in Havana unfortu-
nately coincided with the passage of a 
cold front that made our first day of fish-
ing a bit tough. On day two, however, 
I spent very nice hours on magnificent 
flats catching between 15 and 20 bone-
fish and losing others. On day three, we 
went for tarpon on the far western edge 
of San Lazaro. My guide knew exactly 
where to find them, and after jumping 
three, I managed to land a good-sized 
one. It is quite exiting to stalk the baby 
tarpon here, which cruise underneath the 
mangroves. It is a good thrill and quite 
a challenge to present your fly correctly 
with bushes all around you! It helped a 
lot that my guide was tolerant and pa-
tient. 

“After landing a tarpon, we decided 
to look for permit. Hours of poling over 
nice flats and along mangrove walls was 
unrewarding, however, so we ended the 
day by wading barefoot for bonefish 
in a picturesque bay. Since I had made 
prior contact with the conservation or-
ganization Bonefish Tarpon Trust (www.
bonefishtarpon.org), I took fin and scale 
samples from my tarpon and from many 
of the bonefish I caught. I was amazed 
that my guide knew all about this proj-
ect and was very cooperative and enthu-
siastic about collecting the samples. 

“On day four, another cold front 
moved in. It made us leave the flats 
rather early, which was a pity because 
I had come across good numbers of 
snook, some singles and some in small 
groups of two to four. The rest of the 
week conditions were not very good. We 
had a stiff breeze from the north, which 
helped cool the water. The fishing was 
rather tough overall.

“Playa Larga has nice beaches, and 
there are places nearby where you can 
snorkel or scuba dive in coral gardens. 
The bird-watching in Zapata National 
Park is simply excellent. Apart from 
that, there is little to do. Internet access 
was all but unavailable. The cost of 
my trip was 3,000 euros, excluding the 



THE ANGLING REPORT

-13-June 2015 Volume 28, Number 6

flights, plus about $400 in tips and some 
bar expenditures.”

 �
 � Three longtime subscribers, Mike 

Galvin, Deke Welles, and Jed Lyons, 
have very good things to say about a trip 
they took in May 2014 to Delphi Club 
(www.delphi-bahamas.com) on Abaco 
Island in the Bahamas. They were all 
very pleased with the experience, espe-
cially Mike Galvin, who says he had the 
most productive single day of fly fishing 
he ever experienced. And that is saying 
something because he has fished for 
bonefish, he says, for 25 years. In all, 
he says he brought 15 fish to the boat in 
one day, ranging in size from four up to 
eight pounds, with the balance weighing 
around three pounds. The eight-pound 
bonefish, he says, was the largest one 
that had been caught at that point by a 
Delphi Lodge guest last year. One of the 
fish was particularly thrilling to land, 
Galvin says, because it was grabbed and 
half swallowed at one point by a shark. 
Fortunately, his guide was able to pole 
quickly over to the shark and prod it 
with his pole until it released the fish. 
Interestingly, upon landing the fish, Gal-
vin found there was hardly a tooth mark 
on it even though the shark had thrashed 
about with it in its jaws. Ultimately, the 
largely uninjured bonefish was released 
safely back into the wild.

Galvin says he was particularly 
impressed on this trip with his guide’s 
ability to spot fish even in cloudy condi-
tions. One afternoon, after sitting out 
a morning of intense rain, he says his 
guide spotted numerous bonefish for 
him in very cloudy conditions, a half 
dozen of which he was able to bring to 
the boat. All were in the three-pound 
range. “This happened on a day we all 
assumed we would not be fishing at all, 
let alone catching anything,” he writes. 

“The Delphi Club accommoda-
tions, food, wine, and hospitality are 
exquisite,” Galvin goes on to write. 
“Owner Peter Mantle runs as tastefully 
appointed and genuinely welcoming 
a bonefish lodge as any of us had ever 
experienced. Delphi Club is a lodge that 
spouses, male or female, would find 
inviting even if they weren’t interested 

in fly fishing, thanks to the presence of 
a pool and a breathtaking private beach 
out front. The lodge has eight bedrooms 
and large and gracious dining and 
gathering spaces both inside and out. 
The facility sits high on a bluff with an 
expansive view that is quite remarkable 
for the Bahamas. The architecture and 
decor is British West Indies comfort-
able, replete with antiques and plush 
wooden furniture. We felt as if we were 
staying at a large country home and we 
were members of a house party. This 
was reinforced by the repartee and ca-
maraderie around the long dining table 
and the presence of an eclectic group of 
guests from around the world.

“In addition to providing the oppor-
tunity to fish the abundant bones on the 
marls, Delphi provides an equal chance 

to fish the extensive flats of Cherokee 
Sound on the east side of Abaco. Both 
are short car and boat rides from the 
club,” he continues. “Guests can also try 
for permit here by casting for them from 
the shore in front of the Lodge. Alas, we 
were unsuccessful when we tried on our 
first day. All in all, this was as memora-
ble and rewarding a trip to the Bahamas 
as any of us had ever experienced.”

 �
 � Subscriber David Collins can’t say 

enough good things about his trip to 
Argentina this past January, handled for 
him by Andes Drifters, based in Pisgah 
Forest, North Carolina (www.andes-
drifters.com). “The dry fly fishing with 
hopper patterns was phenomenal,” he 
writes. “The inch-worm hatch was hap-
pening on the Aluminé River. We caught 

lots and lots of beautiful wild trout in 
the 16- to 20-inch range, along with sev-
eral larger fish. The service on this trip 
was the best I have ever experienced on 
a fishing trip. The guides were tireless, 
and we fished 10 hours or more every 
day. We had two overnight camping 
trips, one on the Aluminé and one on the 
Chimehuin River. We had great asados 
(barbeques) both nights: Argentinean 
beef and cabrito. Big landscape, lots of 
wonderful birds, blazing stars at night.”

Collins says most of the fishing 
was from comfortable two-man rafts, 
but they did do some wading in side 
channels. He says the flies that worked 
included various hopper patterns, bead-
head dropper nymphs, green worms, 
blue-winged olive dries, and emerger 
patterns. “The fish rose to grasshop-
per patterns all day long, although we 
did not see a lot of grasshoppers,” he 
writes. “There were some small may-
flies and caddis visible throughout the 
day. Green worms were abundant in 
the willows along the Aluminé. We had 
sunny weather all week with tempera-
tures rising to 75 to 85 degrees. It was 
a bit windy at times in the afternoons. I 
have to say that, overall, I had the best 
dry fly fishing I have ever experienced. 
The spectacular, unspoiled setting was 
a plus.” 

He says the only problem he can 
think of on this trip was arm fatigue 
from casting too much. He recommends 
the experience to fellow subscribers, 
noting the cost of it was $5,000.

 �
 � It has been a while since we re-

ceived a report on Palometa Club, a flats 
fishing lodge south of Punta Allen on 
the Yucatan Peninsula of Mexico. It’s 
nice to hear that the permit fishing is 
still good there, according to subscriber 
Mike Beltz, who checked in this month 
after a visit this past March. “We had 
a good week of permit fishing, with 13 
landed among 14 anglers,” he writes. 
“My boat landed five in one day, three 
for me and two for my partner. I took 
a total of four for the week. Another 
angler caught two permit in a day and 
another caught a 90-pound tarpon. I 
understand bonefish were caught by 
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185 Acre Ozark Farm with 
6/10 mile of Wild Trout Water

Year-round spring creek with wild McCloud rain-
bows up to (and over) 18”. Populations confirmed 
by 2012 Missouri Department of Conservation 
Survey. ~ 95 acres of mixed, wooded upland, ~ 
90 acres of bottom-land. ~ 6/10 mile of spring 
creek. Three springs; deer and turkey; ducks and 
woodcock seasonally. Springfield-Branson Air-
port 30 minutes away. Recent Amazon e-book, 
“A Year on Crosscut Creek,” written about this 
property. $725,000. Serious inquiries only please. 
georgedesaule@gmail.com

Stalking, and sight casting to large wild brown trout in crystal clear waters • 
Award winning luxury lodge surrounded by 3 National parks and dozens of 
rivers & streams • Heli-fishing into remote pristine wilderness a specialty.

See Angling Report Dec 2010 Vol 23 no.12 or send for our free DVD  •  info@stoneflylodge.co.nz  •  www.stoneflylodge.co.nz

N E W  Z E A L A N D  
Trout Fishing
 

Fly Fishing for Trophy 
Trout up to 14 Pounds

Private ranch, spring creek, ponds
Guided, overnight lodging.

Restricted: two rods only per day
One hour from Aspen, CO. Argu-
ably the finest fly fishing in the West

For Details Call or Email

303-345-5866
davidclinger@dclinger.com

Fly Fish for Redfish  
Year-Round

Specializing in fly fishing, catch and 
release. Accommodations for up

to eight guests. 

Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold • 

• 504-237-6742 •  
• www.Laredfish.com •

the dozens by those anglers who went 
in search of them. All in all, we had an 
excellent week of fishing. This is a great 
place to go for permit. The weather was 
perfect.”

Beltz goes on to note that Palometa 
Club uses two guides per boat, which 
is something he approves of. “It’s a 
good way to handle things, as once a 

fish is spotted an angler and one of the 
guides can hop out quickly and pursue 
it on foot,” he writes. “On our five-
permit day, we had a large school cross 
a bleach-white, waist-deep flat in front 
of us, at which point both anglers and 
guides hopped out and got shots. 

To be sure, this happened only one 
time. Typically, one of us anglers was on 

the bow in the ready position while ev-
eryone else was looking for dorsal fins 
and nervous water.”
Postscript: Beltz recommends this 
trip to fellow subscribers. He says he 
booked his trip through Grizzly Hackle 
in Missoula, Montana (www.grizzly-
hackle.com). He does not give the price 
of his trip.
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The Best of New 
Zealand Fly Fishing

For more than 20 years, we 
have specialized exclusively 
in New Zealand fishing and 
travel. Fly fishing is our central 
focus, but we are experts in 
many other activities available 
in New Zealand. We create 
exclusive fishing programs, 
as well as sightseeing and 
other nature-based activities.

Call for a brochure or visit 
New Zealand’s most exciting 
fishing site.    

MikeMcClelland
Tel.:800-528-6129

E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business 
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting 

and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.

Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred

 P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,

E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com 

Now available on 
www.amazon.com or at 

www.bradburnsfishing.com

A celebration of salmon 
fishing in a great Canadian 
watershed that boasts the 

largest run of Atlantic salmon 
in North America.

g

Native New Orleans 
Fly Fishing!

Louisiana’s rich waterways pro-
vide the perfect environment for 
enormous redfish, black drum, 
sheepshead and jack crevalle. 

• Captain Kenny Ensminger • 
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •  

• E-mail: kje24@live.com • 
• www.nativeneworleansflyfish-

ing.com •

Last minute taimen rods 
available September 2015

Fish Mongolia and Mongolia River Outfitters

Call: 1.406.586.8137

Email:  info@mongoliarivers.com

Web: www.fishmongolia.com 
Web: www.mongoliarivers.com 

“Asia’s first and only Orvis Endorsed opera-
tions.”


