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Editor Note: Subscriber Gary Moore 
says his recent trip to the Kamchatka 
Peninsula included a special visit to the 
upper reaches of Sedanka Spring Creek. 
His report on the experience may make 
your eyes mist up with longing. We are 
putting subscriber Gary Moore on our 
Honor Roll for taking the time to file 
this very special report.  

Although I’ve been a subscriber 
for several years, this is my 
first time contributing to The 

Angling Report. This community of 
die-hard anglers continues to amaze me 
with accounts of remarkable destina-
tions, and I’ve wondered what truly new 
information I could provide. Well, my 
recent trip to the Kamchatka Peninsula, 

which I booked through The Fly Shop 
(www.flyshop.com), just gave me the 
chance I had been waiting for to wade 
into the ongoing discussion of great 
fishing places. Seems this trip gave me 
the chance to hike into the headwaters 
of Sedanka spring creek, one of the fin-

est trout fisheries in the world. I’ll start 
at the beginning. . . . 

Current trips to Kamchatka begin 
with a flight to Alaska, which is where 
our entire group got together for the first 
time. While dining together in Anchor-

age on the evening before our two-week 
trip began, veteran Kamchatka angler 
Gene Kennedy shared the following 
T. S. Elliot quote from Four Quartets. 
Kennedy was on his tenth trip to Ka-
mchatka, some of which have spanned 
three to four weeks:
“We shall not cease from explorations

And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started

And know the place for the first time”
This was to be my second trip to 

Kamchatka and these words rang true 
time and time again as we arrived in 
Petropavlovsk and began our journey on 
the Russian Mi-8 beasts deep into the 
Kamchatka wilderness. Our first week 
was a wilderness float trip on the Pirish-
nikova River, a tributary in the Tigil 
River basin. Getting there involved a re-
fueling stop, as well as a stop at one of 
the Sedanka camps to load up the Mi-8 
with rafts, supplies, guides, and Laika 
bear dogs. When we arrived finally at 
the Pirishnikova River, setting down on 
a patch of streamside tundra, we quickly 
made camp, strung up our rods, and 
began throwing mouse patterns to very 
willing and aggressive rainbows in the 
16- to 25-inch range. 

The days that followed only built 
on this first evening of fishing. The 
first two days in particular yielded a 
large number of incredibly healthy fish. 
Catching these large rainbows with our 
Mr. Hankey mouse patterns was a much 
easier task than actually getting our 
hands around their incredible girth, as 
evidenced by the number of photos we 
took of fish slipping through our hands.  

As we moved down the Pirish-
nikova, we experienced an unusual 
warming weather pattern. It was out-
right hot for three days. Several of the 
guides even went wet wading, which is 
unheard of in Kamchatka with its frigid 
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 � The Angling Report encourages 
subscribers to file reports on great 
places to fish and important news 
developments that help the rest of us 
decide where to go—or not to go—
fishing. Subscribers who file unusu-
ally important and useful reports are 
placed on our Subscriber Honor Roll 
and sent a complimentary Angling 
Report Honor Roll fishing cap. Honor 
Roll subscribers also get special con-
sideration for FREE trips. Our newest 

Honor Roll subscriber is Gary Moore, 
who filed the report on a trip to the 
Kamchatka Peninsula that appears 
elsewhere in this issue. If you have 
been on an interesting trip recently, 
send a letter-length report to see if 
you can get on our subscriber Honor 
Roll. E-mail it to mike@anglingreport.
com. You can find the complete list of 
Honor Roll subscribers on our website, 
www.anglingreport.com. Click on 
“Honor Roll subscribers.”

Honor Roll Subscribers

river temperature and typically temper-
ate climate. The warm weather also had 
the unfortunate effect of dampening the 
rainbows’ enthusiasm for taking our Mr. 
Hankey mouse patterns a bit. To put that 
in perspective, a bad day of fishing on 
a wilderness float in Kamchatka means 
landing 15 to 20 nice rainbows, as op-
posed to 60 or more.

Interestingly, the average size of the 
rainbows we caught seemed to decrease 
the lower we floated. One factor leading 
to this could be that as the river gained 
size it supported more and more fish, 
including many smaller fish that readily 
attacked our flies. In any event, the fish-
ing was remarkable each and every day, 
with a few large rainbows harvested by 
each angler and the promise of another 
top water mouse explosion around each 
bend. 

My first wilderness float trip to 
Kamchatka was in 2012, and a couple 
things are worth noting. First, the food 
we had on this trip was substantially 
better than the food in 2012. Consider-
ing the remote location, as well as the 
challenges with getting quality food 
products given the ongoing Russian 
embargo on food imports from the EU, 
I think the food was exceptional. I have 
a few wilderness expeditions under my 
belt and I am keenly aware that comfort 
is a luxury and not an expectation on a 
trip like this. The Fly Shop spared no 
expense in regard to sleeping and dining 
arrangements. We slept in brand-new 
MSR tents and dined in a wonderful 
group tent at night. We had all the wil-
derness comforts imaginable. Absolute-

ly nothing was left to chance. I person-
ally brought along a Martin Backpacker 
guitar, hoping to add a little ambiance 
to the evening campfire sessions. To 
my delight, our American guide, Jordan 
Brodie, plays guitar and has a wonder-
ful voice. It was a real delight to trade 
off songs in the evening. 

I do not have firsthand experience 
booking Kamchatka trips with other 
outfitters, but it is abundantly clear that 
the support The Fly Shop provides to 
its Russian outfitters is absolutely para-
mount in making these adventures top 
notch and seamless. The American and 
Argentine guides brought in by The 
Fly Shop are true professionals who 
ensure that any small hiccup in service 
is quickly handled. The wilderness float 
was too incredible for me to capture ac-
curately with words. 

Due to that developing weather pat-
tern I mentioned earlier, we pulled out 
of the wilderness float one day early. 
This was a nonissue for everyone in our 
group, as we had just had five incred-
ible days on a wilderness float down the 
Pirishnikova, and now we were headed 
to the Sedanka. As it turned out, this 
early transfer proved to be fortuitous 
and momentous for my fishing partner, 
Ed Mitchell, and me, as it gave us an 
extra fishing day that we used for a re-
markable mini-expedition neither of us 
will ever forget.

The typical Sedanka Spring Creek 
trip provides two days and evenings at 
each of the three established camps. 
You simply float from one camp to the 
next. Shortly after arriving in Camp I, 
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Mike Michalak, the owner of The Fly 
Shop, who was in our group, and the 
head American guide at Sedanka, Jor-
dan Brodie, began laying out options for 
the following day. Mike explained to Ed 
and me that there was a long hike up-
river to the spring creek headwaters that 
had never been fished. We happily vol-
unteered our services for the expedition. 

The Sedanka has been a flagship 
river in Kamchatka since 1998, when 
trips here commenced, so it pleasantly 
surprised us to hear that there were 
waters in the Sedanka that had not 
been fished. We were paired with  an 
exceptional Russian guide, Slava, for 
the adventure upriver. Anyone who has 
had the good fortune to be on a trip 
with these famed Russian guides, Slava 
and Sasha, know these gentlemen as 
the most experienced in Kamchatka. 
They have been guiding in Kamchatka 
for more than 15 years, and we had the 
pleasure of being with them on the wil-
derness float in 2012, so we knew we 
were in good hands. 

We set out for the hike early in the 
morning with Slava, who had scouted 
this area a few weeks earlier. The hike 
leads you from Camp I upriver, beyond 
the first large “lake” that is considered 
to be the Sedanka headwaters. It is a 
large, shallow lake-like body of water 
that receives a continual flow of cold 
spring water through volcanic rock. 
The hike to the first lake was a rela-
tively moderate walk with fairly well 
established bear and human trails. This 
pristine area is part of the typical fishing 
program from Camp I for anglers that 
can handle the hike. 

It fishes exceptionally well, even by 
Kamchatka standards, with a plethora 
of insect life. The hike beyond this lake 
is another four miles through rough 
terrain. There are no established trails 
other than an occasional bear trail along 
the stream. The primary challenges pre-
sented by this exploration were bush-
whacking through thick growth, navi-
gating volcanic rock fields, and keeping 
a safe distance from bears. 

We hiked at a brisk pace and one 
hour and forty-five minutes later arrived 
at the upper reaches of the Sedanka. 

It turned out that the upper headwater 
lake was noticeably smaller and deeper 
than the lower lake. There are four very 
small spring creeks depositing near-
freezing water into the deep lake, which 
we estimated to be at least 10 to 12 feet 
in the deeper sections.

We strung up our 6 wt sink-tip lines 
and began to throw streamers into this 
virgin water. From the first cast it was 
apparent that we were in for an epic 
day of fishing. We immediately hooked 
into a steady stream of 22- to 28-inch 
voracious rainbows, along with several 
good-sized resident kundza (also known 
as Siberian white spotted char). More 
impressive than the length of these 
rainbows is their girth. Anyone who has 
fished Kamchatka knows that the fish 

here are fat, but the rainbows in this 
upper section were even larger. Every 
time I looked over, Ed’s 6 wt was bent 
over and his reel was screaming. Slava, 
who was looking on from a knoll on the 
bank, provided a continual “thumbs-
up” approval upon each hookup and 
landing. As a 15-year veteran guide in 
Kamchatka, Slava isn’t easily impressed 
by the sight of a large rainbow. But we 
knew from his excited expressions that 
we were experiencing something spe-
cial. 

Wading into the lake can be a 
challenge, as the volcanic rock is jag-
ged and unsteady and after 15 minutes 
your legs and feet become numb. We 
didn’t have a thermometer with us but 
the water temperatures are considerably 
colder than at the lower lake. You cer-
tainly would not want to go for a swim 
here. Getting your fly to the right spot 
required some careful wading, as there 

were high banks behind you and long 
casts were required to reach the inlets 
and shelves in the middle of the lake. 
We fished the upper lake for about two 
and a half hours, including the outflow 
area, where fish were simply lined up 
one after another. This was one of those 
rare days where attempting to count the 
fish you hook and land is irrelevant. The 
action was constant. 

The upper lake, we learned as we 
waded, gently transforms from very 
slow-moving water into a very man-
ageable small river. The sharp volcanic 
rock is replaced by pebbles, and the 
wading becomes relatively easy. At this 
point, it was time to put away the flesh 
flies and Dali Llama patterns and tie 
on Mr. Hankeys and streamers. Every 
single section—fast, slow, pockets, 
bends, and everything in between—
yielded steady action on giant rainbows, 
along with an occasional kundza. This 
action continued for the three miles 
or so downstream from the upper lake 
where we started. It was truly a once-
in-a-lifetime experience. After a while 
there were no words between us, only 
laughter and smiles as we experienced 
strike after strike. 

Eventually, the hour grew late. By 
then our arms and bodies ached from 
battling giant rainbows. After we reeled 
in our lines, we high-fived to an epic 
day of trout fishing and set off back to 
camp for a cold beer. Anyone who loves 
the wilderness and trout fishing must 
put a Kamchatka trip on their bucket 
list. In my opinion, There is simply no 
better trout fishery in the world.—Gary 
Moore. 
Postscript: Pat Pendergast from The Fly 
Shop tells us that the aforementioned 
headwaters of the Sedanka are open 
to any and all anglers who go on a tra-
ditional one-week Sedanka trip. The 
only requirement is that you be in good 
enough shape to hike into the area, fish 
a full day, and hike back to Camp I. It 
is not a trip for everyone, he says. The 
2015 cost of a week on the Sedanka 
this year was $7,950 per angler from 
Petropavlovsk, including the fishing 
license. There is no extra fee to fish the 
headwater section.
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We were braced for the worst 
here at The Angling Report 
as we began to compile 

reports last month of storm damage 
in the Bahamas caused by Hurricane 
Joaquin. The headlines were horrible: 
“Category 4 Storm Pummels the Ba-
hamas! Cargo Ship with 33 on Board 
Vanishes!” We expected to find wide-
spread structural damage to homes and 
fishing lodges, numerous injuries, and 
scattered fatalities throughout the is-
lands. What we found is some of all of 
the above, to be sure, but it appears to 
be largely confined to Crooked Island 
and parts of Acklins Island and Long 
Island. Here is what we heard from 
fishing contacts out that way:

• “Crooked Island Lodge is basi-
cally gone. On the island, at this writ-
ing, many people are having a difficult 
time. I don’t see bonefishing possible 
in the foreseeable future, and it will 
likely be a tough spring season for the 
island. We will be monitoring develop-
ments closely.”—Scott Heywood, An-
gling Destinations

• “Acklins Island and the south-
eastern Bahamas took one on the chin! 
I am just back from my survey last 
evening. From Mason’s Bay going 
north, the damage from the hurricane 
to properties that lined the waterfront 
was catastrophic. I was unable to visit 
the far north, as water prevented us. 
Some places had as much as ten feet 
of water, I am told. Fortunately at Sali-
na Point Bonefish Lodge, we received 
no damage.”—Felton Rolle, Salina 
Point Bonefish Lodge

• “We have not been affected at all 
at Bairs Lodge due to our position in 
front of Tongue of the Ocean, which 
is known for containing cold water. 
Bairs Lodge has not been affected by 
any storm in the last 25 years. Abaco 
Lodge is also unaffected, although we 
had to put in the hurricane shutters. 
There was no surge and the wind did 

not affect any part of the lodge.”—
Fernando de las Carreras, Nervous 
Waters

• “No damage here. In fact, we 
did not even experience tropical storm 
conditions. We had only a couple of 
cloudy, windy days.”—Elizabeth Bain, 
Mangrove Cay Club

• “No damage at all to Abaco that 
I know of. The conditions have com-
pletely calmed down. We have sun and 
a calm sea. The wind is blowing out 
of the west at this writing, so I assume 
The Marls won’t fish well for a couple 
of days until the wind changes.”—Max 
Woolnough, The Delphi Club

• “The bones are acting as if the 
hurricane never came through. They 
are all up on the flats where they 
should be. No effect.”—Will Vallely, 
Bonefish Unlimited (Turks & Caicos)

• “Great Inagua Lodge on Great 
Inagua has had no damage and is open 
for business.”—Rod Hamilton, DIY 
Bonefishing

• “I have been in Touch with Erika 
Johnson of Acklins Outback Fishing 
Lodge and what I’ve heard so far is 
not good. Some areas report 80 per-
cent of the buildings are destroyed. 
Crooked Island is supposedly in worse 
shape. Spring Point Airport on Acklins 
is said to be flooded, but open for busi-
ness. Bahamas Air is resuming service 
to the island.”—Dave Goff, Acklins 
Bonefish Club

• “No impact at Swains Cay 
Lodge and Andros on the whole. In 
fact I understand there is no impact 
from Joaquin on all of the northern 
and most of the central islands. The 

southern and southeastern islands, par-
ticularly Long Island, Crooked Island, 
Acklins, San Salvador, were hard hit. 
Deadman’s Cay on Long Island was 
apparently hit the worst.”—Cheryl 
Bastian, Swains Cay Lodge

There are far greater worries right 
now than about fishing plans, but in 
regard to them, it is probably impor-
tant that you reach out to your booking 
agent or lodge if you have an upcom-
ing trip. If you want to help relieve 
the suffering, The Abaco Fly Fishing 
Guides Association (http://www.affga.
org) is raising funds to help fly fishing 
guides and the establishments that ca-
ter to fly fishing anglers. In a separate 
fund-raising effort, Nervous Waters 
has agreed to match donations up to 
$10,000 total. You can make a dona-
tion at www.gofundme.com/7h55qegc. 
You can also donate through an appeal 
set up by Sweetwater Travel at www.
gofundme.com/joaquinrelieffund. If 
you plan on making a trip to the Ba-
hamas in the near future, please report 
any new developments we have not 
reported here. Write: mike@anglingre-
port.com.

 �
On another front, namely, the 

conflict over bonefishing rights, there 
are signs that sanity may be prevail-
ing. The problem, you may recall, has 
been an effort by some disgruntled in-
dependent guides to ban on-your-own 
fishing in the Bahamas and limit the 
development of non-Bahamian-owned 
lodges. The conflict was so serious it 
sent a chill through the entire foreign-
owned lodge industry, as well as the 
second-home sector of the real estate 
market. The latter has been affected 
because large numbers of on-your-own 
anglers, in recent years, have begun to 
rent second homes belonging to for-
eign owners. Anglers fishing on their 
own have had cars vandalized, and 
near-violent conflicts have erupted on 
flats. One underlying factor in the con-
flict has been the possible imposition 
of a fishing license fee, an idea that 
has not been opposed by most tourist 
anglers so long as the fee is reasonable 
and reasonably accessible. 

DATElINE: BAHAmAS
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The possible good news is con-
tained in a statement by the direc-
tor of Marine Resources, which was 
published in the Tribune, a Bahamian 
newspaper, on September 25. It reads 
as follows:

“The Department of Marine Re-
sources’ director yesterday said it has 
been ‘pretty much determined’ that 
persons will require licenses for fly 
fishing in the Bahamas, with the fee 
varying according to duration. 

“Michael Braynen told the Abaco 
Business Outlook conference that 
the fees collected from these licenses 
will go directly towards conservation, 
research, and enforcement activities 
related to the habitats that support fly 
fishing in the Bahamas. 

“‘Our Ministry recognizes, and I 
think the Government recognizes, that 
the flats fishing industry is an impor-
tant part of the tourism product of the 
Bahamas, and the persons engaged in 
this fishing activity are almost exclu-
sively visitors to the Bahamas who 
pursue their fishing passion in loca-
tions throughout the country,’ he said. 

“‘Most of these locations are 
outside New Providence. These per-
sons use a variety of accommodations 
throughout the Bahamas—from fishing 
lodges, hotels, big hotels, small hotels 
and rental homes. Many of them en-
gage the services of fishing guides but 
all of them do not do this.’ 

“Mr Braynen added, ‘With respect 
to licenses, it has pretty much been 
determined that there will be licenses 
for people to engage in fly fishing in 
the Bahamas. At present, one does 
not need to have a personal license to 
engage in this type of activity, and this 
will in all likelihood change. Certainly 
my department is recommending that 
it change. Everyone engaged in fly 
fishing will have to get a license. The 
license will be made available online, 
and persons arriving in the Bahamas 
and deciding they want one should be 
able to get it from border control of-
ficials,’ he said.

“‘The fee would vary depend-
ing on the duration of the license. We 
would expect licenses to be issued for 

a day, a week, a month, six months 
or a year, whatever is applicable. We 
would not expect children under 12 to 
have to pay for a license. We would 
expect that fees collected from the 
license will be used directly for con-
servation, research and enforcement 
activities that support fly fishing in the 
Bahamas.’

“Mr Braynen said the issue of do-
it-yourself (DIY) fly fishing has been 
a point of controversy in the consulta-
tion over the proposed regulations to 
govern the industry. ‘In what was put 
out, it was contemplated that persons 
would have to be accompanied by a 
fishing guide, and this is what caused a 
lot of controversy,’ he acknowledged. 
‘The feedback from visitors and 
stakeholders has clearly indicated that 
persons fishing without guides form a 

significant portion of the sector, and 
many persons routinely use a guide for 
portions of their visit and to fish with-
out guides for the remainder.

“‘It was also noted that there 
are persons and companies that of-
fer accommodations throughout the 
Bahamas who cater specifically to 
DIY fishers. Given the significance 
of the DIY portion of the sector, the 
management measures being contem-
plated now will require these fishers to 
obtain a personal license to engage in 
flats fishing, provide access by these 
fishers to all fishing flats except those 
under special management, and also 
ensure that DIY fishers have the latest 
information with regard to catch and 
release methods and fishing etiquette 
in the Bahamas.’

“Mr Braynen said it was antici-
pated that professional fishing guides 
will be licensed in the Bahamas. ‘The 
intent is to establish a process that will 
license persons to be professional fish-
ing guides, with requirements set so 
that persons employing professional 
guides could be assured that the guide 
has the requisite training, knowledge, 
and skills, and will provide the re-
quired services,’ he added.

“Commenting on concerns ex-
pressed about the treatment of per-
manent residents under the proposed 
legislation, Mr Braynen said: ‘The 
point is that people who are permanent 
residents in the Bahamas enjoy, under 
the sports fishing rules, the same rights 
and privileges as a citizen of the Ba-
hamas. We would expect the same to 
apply with regards to flat fishing.

“‘Another issue was second home 
owners being used to accommodate 
persons coming in for flat fishing and 
other purposes. The position is that the 
whole issue of governing how second 
home owners use their properties and 
residences, sometimes as a business 
operation, is governed by another part 
of the Government, not the Depart-
ment of Marine Resources.’ 

“Mr Braynen added: ‘Another 
point of great controversy has to do 
with mother ship operations. These are 
operations based outside of the Baha-
mas where persons come in on vessels, 
and where they might engage in flats 
fishing and travel throughout the Ba-
hamas, having no fixed location. These 
boats that are coming in this way are 
operating under rules established by 
the Port Department. Dealing with 
those who are not operating within the 
rules will fall to the Department and 
it is not an activity we are going to at-
tempt to regulate. That is going to be 
dealt with elsewhere.’”

It is unclear at this writing how 
much of the above-stated policy will 
be carried out. If all of it is, and the 
proposed fishing license fee is reason-
able, the conflict we have been report-
ing about so extensively of late could 
be over. We’ll keep you posted on new 
developments.—Don Causey.
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 � There has been an important merger 
of sporting agents in England (what 
we call booking agents in the US) that 
has created a powerhouse of an or-
ganization that will be noteworthy to 
anglers everywhere whose interests are 
wider than those commonly served by 
North American agents. The agencies 
that have merged are Roxtons Field 
Sports—Shooting and Fishing (www.
roxtons.com) and Fly Fisher Group 
(www.flyfishergroup.com). The respec-
tive principals are Charlie White and 
Peter Rippin, who tell us they have long 
been friends and collaborators, and they 
simply decided to tie the knot officially. 
We asked the two to pick a spokesper-
son to tell Angling Report subscribers 
why this union matters. Charlie White 
won the toss of the coin and had this to 
say: 

“The merger is really exciting for 
all of us and we are looking forward 
to some great times ahead. It is such a 
comfortable, natural fit that it doesn’t 
really feel like a change and we hope 
this is what our clients experience also. 
Most of us in the two firms have been 
friends for some time and over the 
course of recent years we have consis-
tently referred fishers to one other. That 
helped drive home the point that we 
have different yet complementary desti-
nations and knowledge bases. 

“In terms of your readership, I 
guess the main thing that we would 
like to get across is simply our breadth 
of knowledge within the one company 
now. Between us, we have set up and 
run a huge range of programs, and we 
have the support staff in the office to 
ensure that all of the administration of 
every trip is at a first-class level. 

“In terms of Atlantic Salmon fish-
ing, it is now clear that we have the 
widest portfolio of any agency in the 
world, plus we have access to exclusive 
products that have delivered the goods 
for fishermen time and time again. The 
Kola Peninsula’s Varzuga River, for 

example, is the most prolific river in the 
world in terms of per-rod catches of At-
lantics. The Yokanga has for years con-
sistently outfished every other Northern 
Kola river and is now the most reliable 
and productive river that we know of 
when it comes to salmon in the 20- to 
30-pound class. 

“Elsewhere, the Lakselva, in Nor-
way, is the river (other than the inac-
cessible Alta) when it comes to land-
ing monster salmon of more than 40 
pounds. We can also offer prime-time 
access to more than 20 different rivers 
in Iceland that will suit all sorts of peo-
ple and budgets. Not only can we offer 
them but we also fish them every year 
and have all guided on them at some 

point in the past.
“As for Cuba, we were instrumen-

tal in setting up the fly fishing in Cuba 
and have sent more than 2,000 fish-
ers there over 20 years. While I know 
that US agencies are now offering that 
fishing thanks to easing of restrictions, 
none can say that they have been there 
since the beginning or know the vaga-
ries of each individual destination, or 
have years of background knowledge 
to isolate particular boats, weeks, tides, 
or zones to fit specific needs. We have 
fished them all, year after year, offered 
advice on them all, and have seen some 
places come and go. 

“There is perhaps not much point 
in us pretending that we should be the 
go-to agency for the US market for 

Alaska, Bahamas, Chile, etc., but it is 
important to note that the days of UK 
fishers only booking with UK agen-
cies and US fishers only booking with 
US agencies are a thing of the past. 
Discerning international fly fishers can 
(and should) book their trips with the 
best, most expert international agency 
for a particular fishery and service. In-
deed, we have a core of excellent US 
fly fishers who book their Russian, Ice-
landic, and Norwegian Atlantic salmon 
fishing and their Seychelles saltwater 
fishing with us. It is worth remember-
ing that Peter Rippin was operations 
manager for Shackleton when that com-
pany owned several lodges, including 
the Alphonse Island operation. Indeed, 
our newly combined team know every 
nuance of the Alphonse fishery; the 
more recent openings such as Cosmo-
ledo, Farquhar, and Astove; as well as 
more obscure fisheries on atolls such as 
Poivre. 

“At one point, if you Googled 
milkfish, the first picture that came up 
would be that of Fly Fisher Group’s 
Henry Mountain holding one, as he was 
one of the very first to land a milkfish. 
Truly, we were there at the beginning 
of that fishery. Peter Rippin has run 
Lake Rotoroa Lodge in New Zealand; 
worked on first-class salmon rivers in 
Iceland; and guided in Russia, Argen-
tina and on some of the finest chalk 
streams in the UK, the Test and Itchen 
to name just two. As for Henry Moun-
tain, he has been in the travel industry 
as man and boy and has fished practi-
cally every destination that is worth 
fishing. He was a director of Frontiers 
UK and ran their London office for 
years before joining Fly Fisher Group. 
There is not much in the fly fishing 
world that he hasn’t seen and done.

“I hope that gives you an overview 
as to why we are so delighted that this 
merger has come about. We really do 
believe that we should be the first name 
that people consider when thinking 
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about a fishing trip in many parts of the 
world. Thank you very much for giving 
us the chance to explain everything.”—
Charlie White. 
Postscript: White tell us the merged op-
eration will maintain respective brands 
and offices, Roxtons in Hungerford 
(www.roxtons.com) and Fly Fisher 
Group near Burford (www.flyfisher-
group.com).

 �
 � Don Causey report: One fish-

ing area in Cuba I have not reported 
on in quite some time is the greater 
Bay of Pigs, encompassing the large 
super-shallow bonefish area called Las 
Salinas; the nearby Hatiguanico River, 
which is known for its tarpon that run 
from moderate size occasionally up to 
100 pounds; and San Lazaro, the deeper 
western side of the Bay of Pigs, which 
has all three flats species. The main 
reason I haven’t reported on this area is 
my lack of solid information. 

At this writing, I do know for al-
most certain that a Russian company 
called Enridan has gained control of 
Las Salinas and that 15- and 25-horse-
power outboard engines are going to be 
allowed there again. The latter is a big 
deal, as Las Salinas is huge, and, for 
years, the only way to access this area 
has been via small wooden boats that 
the guides have to pole by hand. This 
has meant that 30 percent or more of 
a typical fishing day at Las Salinas has 
been spent getting from the dock to the 
fishing area and then back to the dock. 
The transfer, quite frankly, is boring 
in the extreme. And the length of the 
journey there and back has meant all 
fishing pressure has been focused on 
a relatively small part of Las Salinas. 
Given those handicaps, Las Salinas has 
pretty much fallen off the radar screen 
of serious international fishermen. With 
motors back in operation in Las Sali-
nas, there is reason to believe that the 
shallow bay itself and Rio Hatiguanico 
(which has always been fished on a day 
basis by Las Salinas anglers) may be 
about to regain some of the reputation 
they used to have. That’s assuming the 
new managers of this area find that it is 
feasible to use outboard engines in Las 

Salinas. 
When I first fished Las Salinas 

roughly a decade ago, motors were still 
being used, and in the most unusual 
manner I have ever seen. Basically, the 
propellers of the engines were allowed 
to turn in the sand at very low velocity, 
straining the engines in a remarkable 
way and leaving a distinct track every-
where they went. Back at the marina, 
I checked one of the props and it had 
been sharpened to a knife edge by the 
contact with sand. 

In my write-up on that early trip to 
Cuba, I described what was going on 
and remarked on the damage that was 
being done to the bottom of Las Sali-
nas. Not long afterward, I was told, mo-
tors were banned there because of what 
I said. I hope that doesn’t occur again! 

Or maybe I should say I half-hope that 
doesn’t happen, because I know the vi-
ability of this area rests upon finding a 
better way to get around than poling an-
cient wooden boats. On the other hand, 
it is just inconceivable that the Cuban 
government will allow the resumption 
of the kind of damage that was occur-
ring previously. I would not support 
that myself. 

It’s a digression, but I should point 
out that the apparent solution to this 
problem is the use of tunnel boats, 
which have a tunnel-like groove in the 
aft section of their bottom that causes 
a mound of water to form directly be-
hind the transom once it is moving. At 
moderate to high speed, the motor can 
be lifted until the propeller is actually 
higher than the bottom of the boat. This 
allows a skiff to skim across water that 

is just inches deep, doing almost no 
damage to the bottom. 

To be sure, getting up on plane in 
a tunnel boat in super-shallow water 
requires that the operator run in a tight 
circle at least one complete revolution, 
which causes bottom damage in a local-
ized area. The damage is regrettable, 
but it is immensely less harmful than 
running engines in the sand and grass 
across the entire extent of Las Salinas. 
With a modicum of planning, bottom 
damage at Las Salinas could be limited 
to a network of fairly widely dispersed 
“planing areas.” 

The other solution to the access 
problem at Las Salinas would be the 
use of airboats powered by large au-
tomobile engines that turn an aircraft 
propeller that literally blows a flat-
bottom craft across the surface of the 
water. Unfortunately, I know those have 
been ruled out because of their exces-
sive noise, which could drive away the 
birds, including flamingos, that make 
the Las Salinas area a world-class area 
for birders. To my knowledge, tunnel 
boats provide the only really viable way 
forward for the super-shallow end of 
the Bay of Pigs known as Las Salinas. 

Turning to San Lazaro, the ques-
tions there are: Who has control of 
this area and how will it be fished? 
Previously, this area was controlled 
by Fabrizio Barbazza, the former For-
mula 1 race car driver who turned Cayo 
Largo into the best grand slam spot in 
all of Cuba before he lost the area to 
Avalon. All that’s known at present is 
that Fabrizio has now lost control of 
San Lazaro, too. Who will gain control 
of it is anyone’s guess. One theory is 
that Enridan will get the area and close 
down the barely workable canal and 
lock system Fabrizio used to access 
open water, launching all Bay of Pigs 
trips from the same marina in Las Sa-
linas. That theory, of course, rests upon 
the long-term viability of motorized ac-
cess to, and through, Las Salinas. 

Cubans have their own unique 
ways of working through problems, and 
I am sure some way forward will be 
found. When this area becomes acces-
sible again the way it was, a lot of an-
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glers are going to have some wonderful 
times there, I’m sure. I personally had 
two of my all-time best experiences in 
fishing in Las Salinas. 

The go-to person for this entire 
area is a British fellow by the name of 
Mike Mirecki, who operates a com-
pany called Cuban Fly Fishers. He 
is reachable through his larger Cuba 
tourism website, www.cubawelcome.
com. Mirecki has more experience than 
anyone in the Greater Bay of Pigs area. 
Near press time, I asked Mirecki to de-
scribe what he has done in the past and 
plans to do in the near future:  

“My company, Cuban Fly Fishers, 
obtained the very first contract for fish-
ing in Las Salinas and the Hatiguanico 
River in the year 2000. I’m based in 
Havana, though my agency is registered 
in London, UK. The big advantage of 
this fishing area is its proximity to Ha-
vana. You can arrive at Havana airport 
and within two hours find yourself 
drinking a Mojito and smoking a cigar 
at the Hotel Playa Larga beach bar. The 
next day you start fishing. 

“The access road to Las Salinas 
is much improved from the old days. 
It now takes only about 40 minutes to 
get from the hotel to the boat dock. The 
new boats and engines scheduled to ar-
rive in January 2016 will enable fisher-
men to visit the many almost unfished 
areas for bonefish, of course, but also 
tarpon and maybe an elusive permit. 
The Hatiguanico River is a haven for 
tarpon from about eight pounds up to 
a few rarer big fish reaching up to 100 
pounds. 

“I also offer fishing holidays with 
Avalon at the Jardines de la Reina, 
Cayo Romano/Cruz and the Isle of 
Youth for competitive prices, but my 
focus is on Las Salinas. David Profu-
mo, the famous English fishing writer, 
reckons that it is one of the best bone-
fishing places in the world. The hotel 
you stay in for this trip is not luxurious, 
but some major improvement is coming 
in 2016 when a select area of bunga-
lows will be ready for anglers only. It 
will have its own dining facility. It sits 
opposite a tranquil unspoiled beach. 

“I will be offering fishing holidays 

for 2016 that include six days of fish-
ing, seven nights of accommodation, 
full board, and all private transport for 
$3,750 (US). The trip combines excel-
lent bonefishing in Las Salinas with 
the chance to fish a jungle river full of 
tarpon and, perhaps, if things turn out 
as expected, the chance also to fish the 
deeper San Lazaro western part of the 
Bay of Pigs, which offers opportunities 
at all three flats species. I can arrange 
flights from Miami direct to Havana 
from $500 (US). I have offices in Lon-
don and Havana and will shortly open 
an office in Miami.”
Postscript: If you go on one of these 
trips, please do file a report. Send it to: 
mike@anglingreport.com. And, impor-
tantly, if you plan to fish the Hatigua-

nico River, by all means bring a fast-
sinking line and an assortment of larger 
streamers. The baby tarpon in this river 
can be tempted near the surface, but the 
behemoths in this river are on the bot-
tom in 10 or more feet of water. You’ll 
need to dredge for them slowly on, or 
near, the bottom. Enjoy! 

 �
 � We’ve published a lot recently 

on new fly fishing–only peacock bass 
trips to Brazil outfitted by Untamed 
Angling and booked by The Fly Shop 
(www.theflyshop.com) in Redding, 
California. Well, this report is about an 
exploratory fly-oriented trip that River 
Plate Anglers is putting together on the 
upper Xeriuni River, booking agent J. 
W. Smith of Rod and Gun Resources 
(www.southamerican-flyfishing.com). 
It’s coming up January 16 to 23, and it 
will feature the use of tunnel boats to 
reach extremely shallow upper head-
waters, some of which have never been 

fished. None of these headwaters have 
been fished very much, Smith says. If 
conditions are right, classic stalking, 
sight fishing for peacock bass should be 
available, he says.  

A tunnel boat, in case you don’t 
know, has a tunnel-like groove in the 
aft section of its bottom that causes a 
mound of water to form directly be-
hind the transom once it is moving. At 
moderate to high speed, the motor can 
be lifted until the propeller is actually 
higher than the bottom of the boat. This 
allows a skiff to skim across water that 
is just inches deep. On this trip, if all 
turns out as planned, mile after mile 
of water that has never been reached 
should be fishable. Importantly, Smith 
says the “river train” (a series of air-
conditioned floating cabins towed by 
a shallow-draft tug) used on this trip 
will be based higher on this river than 
it ever has been in the past. Part of 
the group (not paying clients) will be 
spending several nights in the jungle 
far up the river to maximize the time 
available to explore previously unfished 
waters. The Angling Report will have 
an on-site report on this trip afterward 
by editor Don Causey. At this writing, 
Smith says, there are still two to three 
places open on this trip for adventurous 
anglers who want to take part in an out-
of-the-ordinary excursion. 

The fly fishing tug of war that has 
developed of late between Untamed 
Angling/Fly Shop and River Plate 
Anglers/Rod and Gun Resource is in-
teresting for a couple of reasons. First, 
it has greatly accelerated the pace of 
fly fishing development in the Amazon, 
pushing peacock bass fishing into the 
fly fishing limelight as never before. 
Second, the two firms have approached 
this new opportunity from different 
directions. Untamed Angling/Fly Shop 
has tapped into its huge reservoir of 
longtime fly fishermen who travel, 
persuading them to try something new 
with their long rods, while River Plate/
Rod and Gun Resources has tapped into 
its large reservoir of traditional anglers 
who fly fish elsewhere in the world but, 
until recently, had never been presented 
with the idea of trading in their bait-
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casting and spinning gear for fly tackle 
on trips to the Amazon. 

“There is a complete mispercep-
tion out there about longtime peacock 
bass fishermen,” Smith told The An-
gling Report last month. “The prevail-
ing opinion is that they are hillbillies 
who grew up catching largemouth bass 
and, maybe, catfish before moving on 
to peacock bass. Not true. How many 
hillbillies do you know who can buy 
a dozen or more $6,000 trips the way 
my guys do? A lot of my clients own 
trout stream properties out West, and 
they spend part of most years chasing 
bonefish and tarpon. Right now, a lot 
of them are starting to bring fly rods as 
well as baitcasting rods to the Amazon 
with them. I personally fish only with 
fly tackle, so it’s exciting to see what is 
happening.”

Smith did not go on to say that 
many of his anglers on fly-oriented 
trips are actually “straddlers” right 
now, who fish with traditional tackle 
and fly tackle on the same trip. Anyone 
who goes on one of Smith’s trips needs 
to be aware of that and make it clear 
up front that he wants to fly fish only. 
Smith says he never puts a fly angler in 
the same skiff with a traditional angler. 
He knows that would not work because 
he once operated a very successful fly 
fishing lodge in Alaska. He also knows 
many fly anglers are standoffish when it 
comes to traditional anglers.

In that regard, it is worth noting 
that Untamed Angling on its maiden 
trips to the now-famous Rio Marié 
made it clear that all of the guides had 
baitcasting rigs in their skiffs, not for 
client use, mind you, but for tossing 
hook-less buzz baits to bring peacock 
bass to the surface where they could 
be cast to with a fly. I know for a fact 
that some of the fly fishing–only clients 
asked their guides to use those buzz 
baits. Some of them even used them to 
tease fish up themselves, not to actually 
catch them, but to enjoy those top water 
strikes that are like nothing else in all 
of fishing. I looked around to make sure 
no one was watching and did that once 
myself. It was fun!—Don Causey. 

 �

 � Still on the subject of Amazon fish-
ing, it appears that Untamed Angling’s 
second season on the famed Marié 
River is headed toward being even 
better than last year. For starters, the 
promised new floating lodge (and that 
is what it is, not a houseboat) is fully 
operational. You will have to click on 
the link below, at the end of this report, 
to believe what they have managed 
to put in place in such a remote area! 
Also, the new transfer system between 
Manaus and the Marié is fully in place. 
That cramped four-plus-hour float plane 
ride has been replaced by a two-hour 
flight on a traditional wheeled aircraft, 
followed by a comfortable fast-boat 
trip up the river. Here is how first-week 

fishing client Matti Majorin describes 
the overall experience:

“Honestly there are no superla-
tives good enough for this trip. The 
infrastructure these guys have put in 
place is simply mind boggling. What’s 
amazing is it all worked perfectly on 
the first week of the season. Our flight 
on a twin turboprop from Manaus to 
São Gabriel da Cachoeira was painless, 
and so was the short transfer to the har-
bor in a brand-new Mercedes van. Our 
air-conditioned fast boat had comfort-
able reclining executive-type chairs. 
The boat had an onboard bathroom as 
well as coolers full of drinks and food. 
I found the trip to be quite interesting, 
actually. The scenery was captivating.” 

I won’t quote Majorin on the float-
ing lodge, as his use of superlatives 
greatly exceeds our guidelines. Besides, 
you can look at the lodge yourself 
by clicking on the hyperlink below. 

Ditto Majorin’s description of the food 
and other aspects of daily life. It, too, 
exceeds our guidelines on the use of 
superlatives. Here is a taste of what he 
had to say about the fishing, though:

“The fishing was extraordinary. 
My boat mate and I began the first day 
by landing fish weighing 18 and 18.5 
pounds, both within the first hour of 
fishing. It continued like that all week. 
We both caught fish over 20 pounds 
and lost what we are sure were fish 
much larger than that. Twice I broke 
50-pound fluorocarbon leaders on 
fish—straight pull and break, no trees 
involved.” 

Majorin concludes that he simply 
could not find anything to complain 
about on his trip. “It was one of those 
trips that is very hard to come down 
from,” he says in a follow-up note near 
press time. “It’s been several days, and 
I still have not unpacked my rods.”
Postscript: The Fly Shop in Redding, 
California, is the contact for this trip: 
www.theflyshop.com. You can take 
a look at the new lodge, as well as a 
couple of the fish taken this year on 
the Marié, by clicking here: www.face-
book.com/media/set/?set=a.107326314
2716025.1073741839.1908794609544
02&type=3

 �
 � No one is quite sure why, but bone-

fish in the Middle and Lower Florida 
Keys appear to be coming back in a big 
way. Here is the latest from occasional 
correspondent Bill Horn: 

“It appears that bonefish are on the 
rebound in the Middle and Lower Keys. 
Two veteran Keys guides told me these 
areas have been ‘invaded’ by small 
bones this summer and fall. Catch num-
bers from the recent Marathon Bone-
fish Tournament bear this out. Eleven 
anglers fishing three days tallied 188 
bonefish; the winning angler boated 50 
bonefish! In contrast, the 2013 tourna-
ment (held at the apparent bottom of 
the bonefish decline) yielded fewer than 
50 fish for the entire field, and the win-
ner caught 16. That was the lowest win-
ning total in the tournament’s 54-year 
history. 

“Almost all of these bonefish 
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 � Subscriber Barry Leeds checked 
in this past month with an interesting 
report on a trip to the Miramichi River 
in New Brunswick in search of spring 
Atlantic salmon. Just be aware that the 
salmon in question are black salmon (or 
kelt) that spawned the previous fall and 
are beginning to feed again and head 
back to sea. The techniques and other 
details of the fishing may be unfamiliar 
to some readers, so we have appended a 
comment about that by Brad Burns, who 
knows this river well and has written a 
book about it recently called Closing the 
Season. You can get more details on it 
at: www.bradburnsfishing.com. Here is 
Barry Leeds’s report:

“This spring I fished the spring 
Atlantic salmon run on the Main SW Mi-
ramichi. Based upon recommendations 
I received, I stayed at Byron Coughlan’s 
Country Haven (www.miramichifish.
com). His lodge and cottages are well- 
appointed and well-maintained log 
structures in the town of Grey Rapids, 
right on the banks of the Miramichi. The 
main lodge has a beautiful great room, 
a dining area, a kitchen, and three guest 
rooms. The two- and three-bedroom cot-
tages offer the option of full board (three 
meals a day, guide, and room), or do-it-
yourself cooking, with guide service and 
room priced separately. 

“I was somewhat apprehensive 
about my trip because of the reported 
poor salmon runs of 2014. (In the spring, 

you fish for the salmon that came into 
the river system the prior year). But, on 
arrival, Byron and some of his guides 
told me there had been a late run of fish 
last October and even into November. 
Everything should be fine, they said.

“As some fellow subscribers know, 
spring Atlantic salmon fishing is very 
different from fall fishing. The spring 
fishery is a streamer and sinking or sink-
tip line fishery. On the Main SW Mi-
ramichi, which is a large river, it can in-
volve trolling or back-trolling streamers. 
That was particularly true this spring, as 
I arrived just five days after the ice went 
out. The river was very high, the water 
cold and somewhat off color. 

“The first morning, despite those 
conditions, I hooked and boated three 
nice salmon in the 30- to 36-inch range 
fly-casting streamers. At noon, you come 
in for lunch here, which is traditional at 
all the lodges where I’ve fished in New 

Brunswick. It was a welcome break after 
trying to cast a fly in 20-mile-per-hour 
wind that was gusting to 40 miles per 
hour. By the way, the lunches and all 
other meals here were excellent. 

“That afternoon, I hooked only one 
salmon on a cast streamer but I added 
to my count by hooking two on a back-
trolled streamer. None were boated, at 
least in part because of the requirement 
that all fishing be done with barbless 
hooks. That has been the law for spring 
fishing for a few years, and will be the 
law throughout the season beginning this 
year. For the next four days, the weather 
remained the same: cool, windy and 
partly cloudy. In all, I hooked 36 salmon 
in five days, boating about 20 of those. 
I caught a couple of grilse but mostly 
salmon. Three of my fish measured 
around 40 inches, but the rest were in the 
range of 35 to 39 inches. Because of the 
high and off-color water, it was tough for 
the fish to see the fly, so you had to cover 
a lot of water each day. I have nothing 
but high praise for my guide, Derek, who 
grew up on the river. I made a point of 
telling Byron that I’d like to fish with 
Derek this coming year. While all of 
Byron’s guides are very experienced on 
the Miramichi, I heard particularly good 
things about guides Jeremy and Tyler. 

“In the spring, large streamers tied 
on 2/0 to 4/0 hooks are the ticket to 
success. Magog Smelt, Black Ghosts, 
Golden Eagle, and a few others are 

weigh two to five pounds, meaning the 
fish are three to five years old. Not too 
many years ago the average Keys bone-
fish weighed six pounds or more, along 
with good numbers of more sizeable 
trophies. It appears those big fish are 
largely gone but are being replaced by a 
cohort of younger bones. 

“It seems that the record cold snap 
in 2010 had a more devastating impact 
on bonefish than previously thought. 
And it may be that Cuba’s termination 
of industrial-scale bonefish netting on 
its north shore is providing new fish to 
the Keys. The latter is a possible factor 
because bonefish are known to spawn 

offshore, where their eggs are thought 
to be carried northward to Florida by 
the Gulf Stream. 

“Will the rebound become Keys-
wide eventually, expanding northward 
to Islamorada and Key Largo and from 
there into Biscayne Bay? Only time, 
and more research, will tell.” 

OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newslet-
ter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this 
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one 
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For 
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.
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popular patterns. My own favorite tie is 
a hard-body bait imitation, Barry’s Mi-
ramichi Smelt. It performed so well that 
Byron ordered four dozen of them for 
next season.

“All in all, Byron runs a very pro-
fessional operation. I mentioned to him 
that it seemed like a lot of fishermen 
and guides were on the river while I was 
there, and he said that was because of 
the late ice-out. He had to call a lot of 
guests and reschedule them, he said. The 
cost of my trip this past spring was $475 
plus tax (US) per day, which included a 
private room, all meals, your own guide, 
and airport pickup and drop-off at either 
of the two regional airports, Moncton or 
Fredericton.”
Postscript by Brad Burns: There are 
some anglers who don’t consider it sport-
ing or conservation friendly to fish for 
kelts. I disagree. The survival of caught 
salmon in cold water has proven to be 
very high, nearly 100 percent if the re-
lease is handled correctly. It’s true that 
the fight of a spring salmon is not equal 
to that of a chrome-bright fish, but it isn’t 
at all bad. This is particularly true of fish 
taken toward the end of the season after 
they have started feeding and begun to 
rebuild. The black salmon season pro-
vides folks who aren’t die-hard salmon 
fishermen a chance to actually catch a 
salmon. This fishing has its place in the 
overall sport of salmon fishing. Because 
some spring salmon anglers can’t—or 
don’t want to—cast, there are techniques 
of accommodation that allow almost 
anyone to participate. For one thing, 
you can simply let the line out and troll, 
which is heresy to some bright-salmon 
fishermen but effective. Another tech-
nique is to “long-line.” This involves 
anchoring one’s canoe in a likely spot 
along the shoreline and then stripping 
line from the reel until up to 100 yards 
of backing are in the water. Then you 
simply reel the line back in very slowly. 
I suspect this is what Barry Leeds is re-
ferring to with the term “back-trolling.” 
Again, this is a not an acceptable tech-
nique to traditional salmon fishers, but 
it is very effective, and it is part of the 
traditional repertoire of spring salmon 
fishermen. I hope this helps put the sport 

into proper perspective.” 
 �

 � It’s unlikely that Norway is on your 
fishing wish list, but it sure might be on 
your general tourism list of places you’d 
like to go. If it is, here’s a place you can 
wet a line for brown trout and grayling 
while you are there, thanks to a new 
subscriber from that country, Jon-Erlend 
Sundnes. He writes: 

“If you are going to Norway and 
you like to fish for big brown trout and 
grayling, Rena River is probably the 
best place to go unless you have the 
means and a reason to go way up north. 
Rena River is about a two-hour drive 
from Gardermoen International Airport. 
The best way to get there is to rent a 
car. You can look up the companies that 
operate there by googling Car Rental 

Gardermoen. You can also get there by 
train (www.nsb.no) from Gardermoen to 
Hamar and then change trains to Rena, 
but you will need to take a cab to the 
river once you arrive. In all, there are 18 
miles of river here, so the all-around best 
way to go is with a rental car.  

“There are only a few rental places 
along the river. The most convenient 
place is Rena Fiskecamp (www.renaf-
iskecamp.no), which is situated in the 
Town of Deset right on the river. The 
camp has six rooms, each with bath and 
kitchen. There is a café at the camp. 
Just be aware that Rena Fiskecamp is 
popular, so you will need to book your 
room well in advance. There are also a 
few private cabins and houses for rent in 
the area along the river. Most of them are 
rented by the season, but you will also 

find cabins for rent by the week.
“Rena River probably has the most 

prolific hatches of mayflies and caddis 
in all of Norway. Stoneflies, midges, and 
some Baetis appear around the beginning 
of May. The really big caddis and may-
fly hatches are in July. Good hatches of 
mayflies continue the whole season until 
the river closes the first of November. If 
you’re lucky you will experience some 
Dinocras stonefly hatches here. These 
flies are about the same size as salmon 
flies. In other words, really big. 

“The river holds trout, grayling, 
whitefish, and some pike in the calm ar-
eas. It is a typical forest river, with dense 
woods all the way to the bank, so finding 
room for a backcast is difficult in most 
areas. The ability to roll cast and Spey 
cast will give you a big advantage. Most 
of the big trout and grayling are feeding 
close to the bank, so long casting is re-
ally not necessary.

“You will need to buy a fishing 
license to fish Rena River. You can fish 
from a boat and float the river outside the 
fly fishing zone. In the fly fishing zone 
you are allowed to float but not fish from 
the boat. All hooks must be barbless, and 
if you are using a spinning rod, no more 
than one treble hook is allowed. All fish-
ing must be active. Bag limit per day is 
one trout and one grayling, both under 
40 cm (16 inches). There is no bag limit 
for whitefish. 

“If you are new to the river, you may 
want to hire a guide. Rena River fishing 
is quite technical, and many of the good 
places to fish are hidden from the road. 
Rena Fiskecamp (www.renafiskecamp.
no) has three guides available and one 
pontoon boat for rent. You can also rent 
a kayak. Floating the river is a great way 
to get to know the river and its beautiful 
wild surroundings. Enjoy!”

 �
 � Subscriber Ted Schmidt has very 

good things to say about his dorado fish-
ing trip to a place called La Pelada on 
the Corriente River in Argentina run 
by a group called Fly Fishing Patagonia 
(www.flyfishingpatagonia.com/estan-
cia_la_pelada_dorado_fishing_lodge). 
Schmidt says he has also fished at Pirá 
Lodge in that same part of the world, op-

http://www.nsb.no
http://www.renafiskecamp.no
http://www.renafiskecamp.no
http://www.renafiskecamp.no
http://www.renafiskecamp.no
http://www.flyfishingpatagonia.com/estancia_la_pelada_dorado_fishing_lodge
http://www.flyfishingpatagonia.com/estancia_la_pelada_dorado_fishing_lodge
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erated by Nervous Waters, and he prefers 
La Pelada. He writes: 

“This past December my 21-year-
old daughter and I fished for dorado out 
of La Pelada on the Corriente River in 
Northern Argentina. La Pelada’s boats 
are fairly luxurious and large enough to 
accommodate two fishermen casting at 
the same time. We cast our streamers as 
close to the shore as we could get them. 
Bouncing them off the cliff edges was 
very effective. The guides have a remote 
hand-controlled trolling motor, allowing 
them to maneuver the boat so you are 
always within casting distance of the 
shore. 

“All dorado fight like hell, and the 
fish here were as aggressive as any fish 
I have gone after, making spectacular 
jumps on every catch. The dorado would 
usually hit the fly before it sank, and 
you could see the take, much like dry 
fly fishing. A good strong hook-set was 
the ticket, and if you missed on the first 
try, the fish would usually hit you again 
and even a third or fourth time. Double 
hookups were the rule. We averaged 15-
20 fish a day.

“La Pelada Lodge is located right 
on the Corriente River. Formerly a fam-
ily ranch house, it is spacious and well 
appointed in the Spanish Colonial style. 
The food is mostly local fare. It was 
delicious and plentiful, and the service 
impeccable. 

“For non-fishing guests there is 
also horseback riding and wildlife view-
ing from four-wheel-drive vehicles. My 
daughter enjoyed both very much as an 
alternative to 24/7 fishing.     

“I fished Pirá Lodge in the Ibera 
Marshlands with Nervous Waters about 
a year and a half ago. Pirá’s boats were 
too small and we were doing nothing but 
long, blind casts and drifts with stream-
ers. I have to say La Pelada was hands 
down the superior destination. This was 
a fabulous trip. I would recommend it to 
anyone interested in dorado.

 �
 � Subscriber Barney Adams has good 

things to say about Brace Lake Lodge 
(www.bracelakeoutfitters.com), a north-
ern pike lodge he took his grandson to 
in Ontario this past summer. He says he 

shopped for this trip on the Internet and 
selected it because the owners, Kyle and 
Terry Polesky, were very upfront with 
him. He writes: 

“I have fished a number of places 
around the world, and I know Saskatch-
ewan and Manitoba have the really big 
northern pike, so I asked the folks to de-
scribe their pike fishing. I wanted to see 
if they were going to be straight with me. 
What they told me was on the money. 
They said they had a lot of fish, with 
their big ones ranging from the mid-30s 
to the low 40s, with an occasional mon-
ster of 45-plus. They were clear that they 
meant occasional, too. I liked that, and I 
made a reservation. 

“The lodge turned out to be some-
thing less than luxurious (as they said), 
but comfortable and with spacious 
rooms. I booked my grandson and me a 

two-bedroom cabin, which allowed me 
to sleep and him to do whatever people 
his age do on phones for hours. The food 
was excellent and, if anything, the por-
tions too generous. 

“Brace Lake lets you arrange your 
trip any way you want. You can arrange 
for a room, all meals, and guided fish-
ing, or you can arrange in advance to use 
their grills and cook your own meals. 
You can even fish on your own. There 
was a party of ten at the lodge while we 
were there who come annually, and they 
cook and guide themselves. I spoke to 
them, and they told me they were having 
no problem finding fish.

“For our part, we found plenty of 
fish, too. I fly-fished and targeted pike 
but actually got a couple of walleye on 
the fly as well. My grandson used a bait 
caster and alternated between jigging and 

casting for both walleye and northern 
pike. He loves to fish, and Kyle Polesky 
took him out in the evenings while 
gramps rested. 

“As for what we caught, the walleye 
were good-sized, and they provided the 
basis for great shore lunches. I got pike 
in the high 30s. No monsters, but there 
is no question the 40-plus crowd is there. 
Would I go back to this place? The an-
swer is yes, despite the fact that it took 
five plane rides for me to get from Dallas 
to Toronto to Thunder Bay to Nakina, 
where we had to take a sea plane to the 
lodge. For my grandson, the flights were 
part of the fun. I survived them!” 

 �
 � Subscriber Don Armstrong has lots 

of good things to say about Capt. Joe 
Harley of Snook Town Charters (www.
snooktown.com) who fishes out of the 
town of Matlacha, Florida, near Cape 
Coral. He writes 

“I met Captain Joe Harley of Snook 
Town Charters about four years ago. 
Since then, I have fished with him some-
thing like 40 to 50 days because of the 
great service and the variety of fishing he 
provides. We fish for large tarpon from 
February through November, plus there 
are snook in the mangroves all year and 
redfish at various times throughout the 
year. 

“Capt. Harley fishes out of Matla-
cha, Florida, a small island town focused 
on tourism and fishing. I generally get 
there by flying into Southwest Florida 
International Airport near Fort Myers, 
where I rent a car. It takes about an hour 
to get from the airport out to Matlacha. 
There are numerous small hotels in town. 
One I particularly like is Angler’s Inn 
(www.anglersinnmotel.com). 

“Capt. Harley lives right in Mat-
lacha on a canal. His main focus is 
adult tarpon. We have fished for them 
by watching for cruising fish along the 
beaches and on flats in Charlotte Har-
bor and Pine Island Sound. I hooked a 
150-pounder one calm morning in one 
foot of water. Capt. Harley has an unlim-
ited number of locations to try for adult 
tarpon.

“When the adult tarpon fishing is 
slow, we generally go looking for baby 

http://www.bracelakeoutfitters.com
http://www.snooktown.com
http://www.snooktown.com
http://www.anglersinnmotel.com
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Last-Minute Bulletin
Editor Note: At the last minute, as 
this issue was closing, The Bahamas 
Ministry of Tourism released this 
statement, welcoming all categories 
of anglers to visit the island nation. It 
appears to ratify the underlying good 
news about this issue in our DATE-
LINE: BAHAMAS report elsewhere in 
this issue. Stay tuned for new devel-
opments.)  

BUSINESS AS USUAL FOR 
BAHAMAS FLATS FISHING

NASSAU, BAHAMAS, Octo-
ber 14, 2015 — The Bahamas Min-
istry of Tourism (BMOT) wishes to 
advise that all categories of anglers 
are welcome to fish The Islands 
Of The Bahamas this 2015–2016 
season and that the vast majority of 
the islands are ready and open for 
business as usual after Hurricane 
Joaquin.

Anglers are further advised that 
no restriction on fishing, no new 
taxes, no across the board increase 
in prices or licensing fees have been 
introduced. In the event there are 
any changes, be assured that Min-
istry officials will notify the global 
fishing community well in advance.

Throughout The Islands Of 
The Bahamas you will find a mix 

of international and locally owned 
upscale, mid-priced and economy 
lodges with a range of affordable 
packages and options. Each bone-
fish lodge has its own charm and 
certified guides. Local guides have 
been trained to provide a safe and 
customer friendly angling experi-
ence based on globally accepted 
sustainable principles. The practice 
of “Catch & Release” fishing is 
strictly observed.

The Bahamas continues to be 
the ideal flats fishing destination 
for avid fishermen, with 100,000 
square miles of the most renowned 
fishing flats in the world, and an 
abundance of fish species including 
bonefish, permit, tarpon and other 
tropical sports fishing species. The 
Out Islands of Abacos, Andros, Bi-
mini, Cat Island, Eleuthera, and The 
Exumas are premiere flats fishing 
locales. With close proximity to the 
Continental United States, just 50 
miles from Florida and a 30-minute 
flight via commercial airlines, and 
average winter temperatures rang-
ing from 21°C to 27°C (or 70°F to 
80°F), anglers can still make it for 
the perfect fall flats fishing experi-
ence. Visit www.bahamas.com/
fishing for more details and to book 
your fishing trip to The Bahamas 
today.

tarpon in canals and in the many 
mangrove areas and lakes throughout 
the area. Sometimes, we look for tail-
ing redfish on low tides. Capt. Harley 
knows some spectacular flats for red-
fishing. On our last trip together, we 
chased large schools of redfish, some 
of them containing up to 200 or more 
fish. The fish were churning the water 
up so thoroughly they were easy to 
follow. The trick was getting staked 
out or set up in front of the schools for 
a fleeting shot or two as they sped by. 
We did this for two or three hours on 
two consecutive afternoons. It was re-
ally spectacular. The best time of year 
for this is September and October.

“Capt. Harley has a custom-made 
wooden skiff that I find very stable 
and comfortable. It works well in all 
the different kinds of water he fishes. 
One thing you have to watch for in this 
area is lightning storms. Even with no 
storms around, the winds can come 
from any direction, affecting which ar-
eas will be fishable. It seems like Capt. 
Harley has someplace to go regardless 
of the weather. 

“Because of the variety of fish 
available here, I take a number of dif-
ferent rods and reels with me. I always 
like to have a 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 wt rod 
with floating lines. We usually wind 
up using all of those rods at some 
point. There seem to be flats and banks 
everywhere with Capt. Harley at the 
helm.

mailto:rachel%40anglingreport.com?subject=
http://www.bahamas.com/fishing
http://www.bahamas.com/fishing
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Tel.: 800-381-9754 / 617-459-4200

www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport

Anytime
Anywhere

The Best of New Zealand 
Fly Fishing

For more than 20 years, we have 
specialized exclusively in New 
Zealand fishing and travel. Fly 
fishing is our central focus, but 
we are experts in many other 
activities available in New Zealand. 
We create exclusive fishing 
programs, as well as sightseeing 
and other nature-based activities.
Call for a brochure or visit New 
Zealand’s most exciting fishing site.    

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland

Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net

www.BestofNZflyfishing.com  

CUBAN FLY FISHERS
Your dream just came true...

CUBA IS OPEN AT LAST!
The new pristine destination for Bonefish, Permit 
and Tarpon. Come before everyone comes! We are 
the top agency for Fly Fishing in Cuba since 2000 
and we will take great care of you.  Ask us about 
legal visits for US travelers to Cuba.

Contact Information
Mike@cubawelcome.com
www.cubawelcome.com

Offices in UK and Havana
License number ATOL 6547

http://www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport
http://www.flyfishingadventures.org%20%20
http://www.cubawelcome.com
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Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business 
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting 

and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.

Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred

 P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,

E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com 

Native New Orleans 
Fly Fishing!

Louisiana’s rich waterways provide the 
perfect environment for enormous 
redfish, black drum, sheepshead and 
jack crevalle. 

• Captain Kenny Ensminger • 
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •  

• E-mail: kje24@live.com • 
• www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.

com •

FLY FISH 
NEW ZEALAND

Award winning,  ORVIS Endorsed,  Stone-
fly Lodge in the South Island is locat-
ed in the heart of brown trout heaven! 
4WD to dozens of wild crystal clear riv-
ers or heli-fish to pristine remote back-
country streams with our expert guides.

Fly Fish for Redfish  
Year-Round

Specializing in fly fishing, 
catch and release. Accom-

modations for up
to eight guests. 

Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold • 

• 504-237-6742 •  
• www.Laredfish.com •

info@stoneflylodge.co.nz
www.stoneflylodge.co.nz

www.ouzel.com
mailto:paul%40ouzelexpeditions.com?subject=
http://cubanfishingcenters.com
mailto:kje24@live.com
www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.com
www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.com
http://www.Laredfish.com
http://www.stoneflylodge.co.nz

