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Dateline: Australia

On-Site Report
The Exmouth Area Gets
Another Rave Review
Editor Note: The Exmouth area of
western Australia has gotten rave reviews in these pages for its bonefish
and trevally, but this report focuses on
the area’s long-rod fishing for sailfish
and queenfish. Subscriber Leon Normore filed the report.
hen I first moved to Perth,
Australia, from Newfoundland, Canada, I was told
it was the most remote city on the
planet. Tack on another 1,200 kilometers to the north, along the sandy,
windswept coastline of western Australia and you are in Exmouth, a fly
fisherman’s paradise! The greater
Exmouth area covers a wide range of
saltwater fly fishing possibilities, ev-

erything from giant trevally, bonefish,
and permit on the flats to barramundi
and mangrove jacks in the estuaries to
longtail tuna and Spanish mackerel in
the gulf and sailfish and marlin in the
open ocean. The variety of fish susceptible to the fly in this area became

W

clear to me on my first trip to Exmouth with a local fly fishing club, the
Saltwater Flyrodders of WA (http://
saltwaterflyrodders.com.au/wp). We
tallied 63 species on that trip over the
duration of a weeklong trip. In all, my
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local fly fishing club has tallied 182
species here over the last 15 years.
The town of Exmouth is the only
community in the area. It has a population of around 2,000 people, which
triples during the tourist season when
people visit the area for its incredible
fishing and snorkeling and the chance
to swim with the world’s biggest fish,
the whale shark. The climate can best
be described as hot and semiarid,
but the area is exposed to rare flash
flooding, and cyclones occasionally
spin past near the end of the Southern
Hemisphere summer. The town is located on the eastern side of the northerly trending Cape Range Peninsula,
which is midway along the western
coast of Australia, a few degrees north
of the Tropic of Capricorn. The peninsula is about 80 kilometers long by
20 kilometers wide with Mount Hollister claiming the highest elevation
at 314 meters. It is bordered by the
shallow Exmouth Gulf to the east and
to the west by the Indian Ocean. The
continental shelf adjacent to the Cape
Range is unusually narrow, with the
World Heritage–listed Ningaloo Reef
developed along its extent. This wide
range of marine environments provides the setting for a perfect storm of
fly fishing activity!
I made three trips in all to Exmouth before I finally bit the bullet
and hired a guide. There are a number of general sportfishing charters
in Exmouth, but there are only three
fly fishing operations that I know of.
Brett Wolf of True Blue Bones (www.
truebluebonefish.com.au) and Jono
Shales of Exmouth Fly Fishing (www.
exmouthflyfishing.com.au) are both
established and well-respected fly
fishing guides, but my go-to guide
in Exmouth is Allan Donald of Fly
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Fishing Frontiers (www.flyfishingfrontiers.com). Allan has given me
some of my best saltwater fishing
action to date, and I am sure there is
plenty more to come! Allan’s local
knowledge is expanding with every
day on the water and his easy-going
demeanor allows for relaxing, enjoyable days of fishing. Allan’s main
motto is “Sharing the Passion,” and
it was crystal clear from day one that
Al loves catching fish on fly. Allan’s
number two motto is “Doing the
miles for the smiles,” which refers to
his willingness to work hard and do
whatever it takes to get his fishermen
onto fish.
I have had two spectacular fly
fishing trips with Allan so far. Both
were completely successful and memorable for entirely different reasons.
On the first trip, he introduced me to
the local big-game fishing, while the
second trip was all about him introducing my two boys (Eddie and Lachlan) and Allan’s two kids (Bella and
Dash) to fly fishing.
There are a lot of species I could
focus on in this report, but I will focus only on the two we targeted on
my last two trips with Allan, namely
queenfish and sailfish.
Queenies are one of the most exciting fish I have found in the Southern Hemisphere. When they are hot,
they attack a fly like no other. You
simply cannot get your fly away from
them. They also put up an impressive
fight, at times becoming remarkably
acrobatic! And queenfish rarely move

alone, so there always chances of
double hookups.
On our kids’ intro trip, we got
them to practice their fly fishing a
bit on some smaller species before
introducing them to queenfish, which
quickly educated them on how to
cope with fish that have the capability
of stripping out some backing. They
did take a few knocks on their little
knuckles but it was great to see them
completely engaged and learning with
every fish they played.
As should be obvious at this
point, fishing for me is always about
the visual aspect of the rise or the
take. I got that way growing up as an
Atlantic salmon fly fisherman from
Newfoundland and Labrador. Our waters there are murky and peat stained,
so we tie a half hitch around the head
of our wet flies. That makes the head
of our flies angle upward and ride
above the surface of the water, which
means every take, dry or wet, is a
visual experience. As far as I’m concerned, if I can’t see a fish take the fly,
I might as well have a lure on. There
is no question that Exmouth is the
visual-rise capital of the world. It’s
one thing to see a fish break the water’s surface to engulf a fly and quite
another to watch it in crystal-clear
water inhale your fly subsurface. Both
are exciting, and both are part of the
Exmouth experience.
At any rate, let’s move on now to
sailfish, the second species I targeted
on my latest trip. “Extraordinary,”
“formidable,” and “amazing” are

Honor Roll Subscribers
 The Angling Report encourages
subscribers to file reports on great
places to fish and important news
developments that help the rest of
us decide where to go—or not to
go—fishing. Subscribers who file
unusually important and useful reports are placed on our Subscriber
Honor Roll and sent a complimentary Angling Report Honor Roll
fishing cap. Honor Roll subscribers

October 2015

also get special consideration for
FREE trips. If you have been on
an interesting trip recently, send a
letter-length report to see if you can
get on our subscriber Honor Roll.
E-mail it to doncausey@anglingreport.com. You can find the complete list of Honor Roll subscribers
on our website, www.anglingreport.
com. Click on “Honor Roll subscribers.”

-2-

THE ANGLING REPORT
EDITOR

Don Causey
MARKETING DIRECTOR

Michael Lyons
COPY EDITOR

Gary Hamel

LAYOUT & PRODUCTION

Ben F. Badger Jr.
ILLUSTRATIONS

Gordon Allen

The Angling Report
202-770-9942
The Angling Report (ISSN: 1045-3539) is published
monthly by Oxpecker Enterprises, Inc., 4431
Greenwich Parkway, Washington, DC 20007.
Periodicals Postage Paid at Washington, DC. and
at additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send
address changes to The Angling Report, 4431
Greenwich Parkway, Washington, DC 20007. The
Angling Report is not a booking agent, nor is it
affiliated with a booking agent, outfitter, or guide.

How can we help you?
New Subscriptions: A one-year subscription costs
$49. Add $11 per year in Canada/Mexico. $29
overseas. Visa/MC/Amex accepted. Contact us on the
Web (www.anglingreport.com), by phone (202-7709942), by e-mail (mail@anglingreport.com), or by
mail (The Angling Report, 4431 Greenwich Parkway,
Washington, DC 20007).
Online Extra Upgrade: One year costs $24, in
addition to regular subscription fee. Puts one on list
to receive e-mail invitations to go fishing FREE in
return for filing a report. Unlimited access to our tripplanning database also included. Plus, e-mail and hard
copies of monthly newsletters. Same contact details
as above.
Trip-Planning Materials: Same contact details as
above. By phone, fax, e-mail, or mail. Do your own
searches on our website, www.anglingreport.com. Click
on “Trip-Planning Tools.” Thousands of pages of subscriber reports and previously published articles.
Subscription Questions: Same contact details as
above. On our website, www.anglingreport.com, click
on “Subscribe.”

Volume 28, Number 10

THE ANGLING REPORT
words that come to mind for this fish.
Just seeing a top predator like that attack your fly is absolutely astonishing.
My first sail very nearly pulled the rod
right out of my hands! The strength
of a sailfish is unreal! They are not
called the fastest fish in the ocean for
no reason! Their blistering runs, accentuated by multiple tail-walks, are
a special thing to witness in real time.
The team effort required to get
one of these beasts onto a fly rod is
quite impressive in itself. For starters,
there is the need to have multiple teasers in play. Then comes the crucial
moment, when the fisherman is waiting with enough of his fly line neatly
coiled in a bucket, ready to make the
first cast. Communication is crucial.
The skipper has to check that the
fisherman is ready and that the fish is
still hot and then whack the boat into
neutral before wrenching the teasers
out of the water. Good timing is key,
and so is a well-placed cast directly
into the area where the teaser was.
Your fly has to hit where the sailfish
can see it and, none the wiser, quickly
lap it up. Getting all those stars to line
up requires a great fishing spot and a
good captain. Exmouth, fortunately,
has both! Over three days with Allan,
a fishing buddy and I landed five sails!
We had double hookups on occasion
and surfaced several fish we didn’t
hook, including a black marlin and a
beautiful, lit-up striped marlin. The
brilliance of the electric-blue colors of
that imposing fish just blew me away!
After a week in Exmouth, I needed a
week of sensory deprivation to get my
adrenalin levels back to normal.
It is not surprising to me that
Exmouth is beginning to register on
the world’s fly fishing radar. I have
no doubt it will become one of the
premier fly fishing destinations on
the planet. As for its remoteness, the
world is getting smaller all the time,
and the journey to Exmouth is part
of the adventure. While I personally enjoy the drive to this fly fishing
paradise, a quick two-hour flight from
Perth will put you in Learmonth Airport, 30 minutes south of Exmouth,
October 2015

and on the verge of an absolutely unforgettable saltwater fly fishing experience. Enjoy!—Leon Normore.
Dateline: Bahamas

New Analysis
Lefty Kreh Weighs In
on the Guide Conflict

T

hat ugly tangle in the Bahamas
largely between a small and
controversial guide association
(The Bahamas Fly Fishing Industry
Association, www.bffia.org) and just
about everyone else continues to
grow, creating a growing wave of fishing-client cancelations and hostility
that may take years to dissipate. Word
reaching us is bonefishing traffic this
fall is shifting strongly to other areas,
notably Mexico and various island nations in the Caribbean. Interest in fishing in Cuba is through the roof.

If you don’t understand the current conflict (and who does, really?)
here are some places you can go to
deepen your understanding: First, a
publication called Midcurrent (www.
midcurrent.com) has just published
a two-part report called “The Battle
for Bonefish and the Future of the
Bahamas.” The report seeks to present all viewpoints and does a credible
job of that. If you want to hear the
troublemakers themselves talk about
this issue at length without any annoying backtalk from those who disagree,
click on these two videos:
 h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
watch?v=vEMi1djQ4tw
 h t t p s : / / w w w . y o u t u b e . c o m /
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watch?v=LUDtX9UehUI
My own view of the conflict,
I have to admit, is close to that of
famed fly fisherman, Lefty Kreh, a
longtime friend of The Angling Report, who weighed in with the following note near press time. Lefty
sees the conflict as a throwback to the
early 1970s when the Bahamas was
granted its independence by England.
Not unexpectedly, there was an upsurge of national pride at that time,
a desire to throw off the yoke of foreign domination, to do it their way, to
stand tall and be proud of their ethnic
heritage. That was all part of the
growing process of a young nation.
An unfortunate side effect of all that,
however, was a prickliness toward
others, including tourists, that almost
collapsed the tourism industry. Lefty
writes:
“When the British gave freedom
to the Bahamas years ago, a consultant from Massachusetts hired me and
others, and we were flown to a meeting in Nassau, with I think his name
was Premier Pinder and his top staff.
Tourists and fishermen had always
been warmly welcomed. But, with
their freedom, Bahamians began treating fishermen and other tourists badly.
The following several years saw a
huge drop in tourism of all kinds. The
government told us they had lost more
than 40 percent of their national income and were desperate.
“The purpose of our meeting
was to offer advice as to what they
could do to correct the problem and
encourage people to come back. We
explained Bahamians needed to realize they have three natural resources
to help sustain their country and its
people: warm weather year-round,
pristine waters, and fish.
That’s what brings people to the
islands. We drove home the point that
if they wanted visitors to return and
keep coming and they wanted others
to invest money and resources that ultimately benefit the Bahamian people,
they had to make tourists, investors,
and fishermen feel welcome and comfortable. Our advice was taken, and it
Volume 28, Number 10
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worked.
“Now, it looks likes the Bahamians are repeating the same mistakes
they made many years ago when they
were first given control of their government. What will they do if all of
the fishing lodge owners leave? The
government certainly won’t maintain
those facilities. This will result in
lost income for guides, for people
who work at lodges, for taxi drivers,
and for peripheral people who benefit
from the operation of lodges.
“If the government follows the
advice of local guides and begins to
put onerous restrictions on investors
and fisherman, there is going to be
a big backlash. They need to realize
there are other places to seek bonefish
where the government, lodges, and
local people welcome fishermen. We
don’t have to go to the Bahamas. If
they incorporate some of the restrictions I have heard they’re considering,
thousands of fishermen and investors
will travel somewhere else. Let’s hope
the government doesn’t make the
same mistake again that harmed their
people years ago.”
In my view, Lefty has nailed this
issue. Tourism-dependent nations
simply have to reach out to foreign
investors unless they want to remain
bucolic backwater nations that drive
their most ambitious youth to emigrate. They have to treat visitors well.
As I write this, I am on the Florida
tourist island Sanibel, which is completely dependent on tourism and the
investment of outsiders. Local employers train their workers to be polite
and welcoming. The strange thing is,
the polite and welcoming behavior
of the Sanibel Islanders does not feel
fake. It is a learned behavior that has
become part and parcel of who they
are as people. Kindness brings more
kindness, just as meanness brings
more meanness.
In the case of Sanibel Island,
the engrained kindness also brings
riches. The local library, which I had
to visit during my stay to handle some
paperwork, is a marvel of modernity.
I counted twelve expensive laptops
October 2015

on tables readied for use. There were
more employees in the library than
patrons. The pay-to-play scanning machine was a miracle of modern technology I had never seen before. I am
sure all island employees are happy
with their pensions.
The Bahamas has to do what
Sanibel Island has done. Be nice.
Be welcoming. Be accepting of new
ideas. Attract foreign investment and
tourists to create wealth and then tax
that wealth in a sensible manner. Use
some of that wealth to protect the resource that creates the wealth. By all
means develop your people to play a
larger and larger role in the fatted calf
that makes it all possible, tourism.
There is nothing shameful and
self-abasing about seeking out foreign investment, listening to others’

ting a bellyful of your current meanness!—Don Causey.
Dateline: New Mexico

On-Site Report
A Refresher Course on
the San Juan Tailwater
Editor Note: Correspondent Bill Owen
of Taos, New Mexico, has filed a number of reports for us over the years
about places in the American West and
elsewhere. This month, he checks in
with an update and refresher course on
one of the all-time great western US
fishing spots, The San Juan Tailwater.
Importantly, he says, the San Juan
escaped the impact of that recent threemillion-gallon mine waste chemical
spill into the Animas River. The Animas
River joins the San Juan River about 40
miles downstream of the tailwater section.
his past June my friend Dick
Hyde and I linked up in Taos
for our annual summer road trip
in search of big trout. Unfortunately,
heavy late snows and persistent rainstorms in Colorado and northern New
Mexico had most rivers running at
“blown out” levels. There was a single
exception. The San Juan River tailwater
was running at a very fishable 350 cfs
with five feet of visibility and heavy
midge hatches. So we booked a room
in the dusty village called Navajo Dam
and spent several days sight-fishing to
big rainbows on foot, plus a half day on
the river itself on a float trip.
The tailwater section of the San
Juan River, located in northwestern
New Mexico, is one of America’s premier cold-water trophy trout destinations. The location is the “Four Corners
Region,” where the state lines of New
Mexico, Colorado, Utah, and Arizona
meet. The San Juan is a major tributary
of the Colorado River with headwaters
in the southern San Juan Mountains of
Colorado, east of Pagosa Springs. The
San Juan joins the main stem of the
Colorado River at the Lake Powell impoundment near Page, Arizona.
Prior to 1962 the portion of the

T
ideas and being deliberately nice. As
regards the latter, up until now, that
has always seemed to be the natural attitude of Bahamians. The most
wonderful memories I have of the Bahamas personally all revolve around
the kindness and good-heartedness of
Bahamians. The Bahamians I know
would not burn someone’s car for
wading a flat or propose throwing
someone in jail for walking down a
beach with a fly rod. The emergence
of this kind of meanness is as surprising as it is destructive. We all know
where it is coming from—a small
group of individuals who think they
know everything and believe their
own interests are all that matters.
Wake up, Bahamians. We fishermen
love you—up to point. But we are get-
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San Juan located in New Mexico was a
warm river running through high desert
at 6,000 feet in elevation. But, upon
completion of the 400-foot-high earthen Navajo Dam, several downstream
miles of the river became a year-round
cold-water trout fishery called Quality Waters. The first three and one-half
miles below the dam are on public lands
and are designated as “Special Trout
Waters” by the State of New Mexico.
Angling in these waters is restricted to
catch and release by artificial fly or lure
with a single barbless hook and no more
than two flies on a single line.
The San Juan tailwater has several
positive characteristics for the angler.
First, because the dam has a minimal
power-generating function, the daily
flows do not vary dramatically. Additionally, the water temperature leaving
the dam remains steady at between 43
and 45 degrees, year-round. These two
factors combine to make the tailwater
a “bug factory,” supporting a very high
density of fast-growing trout.
The physical characteristics of the
Quality Waters area can be divided into
two river sections, the upper portion
from the dam downstream to the large
pool and eddy called the “Texas Hole”
and the portion from the tail-out of
the Texas Hole to the end of the Quality Waters above Cottonwood Campground. Here is a close look at both
sections:
Upper Section (Dam to Texas
Hole): The upstream portion is a series
of flats and pools as well as side channels that pass between willow thickets
and transitory islands that appear and
disappear according to changes in the
levels of water released from the dam.
Many of the pools and flats have names,
but even the tiniest side channel can
hold significant populations of trout.
The angling in this upper section is by wading. The frigid waters
released from the dam make “wet wading” out of the question. The low water
temperatures also mean that rainbows
predominate and midges (diptera) make
up a huge portion of the trout diet in
this section. Often, the key to success
is matching the naturals with midge
October 2015

larvae and pupae imitations in sizes 24
and 26. With such small flies, strikes
are often extremely subtle. This upper
section provides a good challenge for
accomplished anglers fishing small flies
to sighted trout ranging from 14 to well
over 20 inches.
Except for brief periods in spring
or fall when the reservoir “turns over,”
water clarity in the upper section is outstanding. Newcomers are often amazed
at the number and size of trout that are
clearly visible. Access to this upper section is from fee-parking lots adjacent to
State Highway 511 where it parallels
the river or from the fee-parking lot at
Texas Hole.
Texas Hole: The Texas Hole is a
gigantic pool and eddy that is always
the most crowded single place on the
river. One State Game & Fish survey

determined that Texas Hole holds approximately 4,000 trout. Two rapids
enter the Texas pool from upstream and
these are often crowded with wading
anglers swinging streamers or nymph
rigs into the current. When I was at the
San Juan in February of this year an
acquaintance told me that he had landed
more than 10 large trout in a couple
of late-afternoon hours at the head of
Texas Pool. His technique was simply
swinging a white bunny leach on a dead
drift!
On a typical midweek day in summer there can be 20 or more drift boat
launches into Texas Hole. Some of
the “drifters” never leave Texas Hole,
spending their entire “float” circling
and, at the end of the day, taking out
at the same place they entered in the
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morning.
Other half- and full-day drift boat
excursions launch at Texas Hole and
pull out at the bottom of the Quality
Waters, a drift of about two and onehalf river miles. Unfortunately, a couple
of years ago a major flash flood from a
side canyon (Simon Canyon) deposited
a huge amount of silt and rocks into the
river about a half mile upstream of the
takeout point. This made the last portion
of the float largely unproductive.
Though the scene at Texas Hole
has a somewhat carnival atmosphere,
it should be noted that this is a place
where a raw novice accompanied by an
experienced guide has a very high probability of landing trophy trout. Thus,
any adult wanting to introduce a youth
or a non-angling companion to the sport
should consider this as a potential destination. In addition, the state has built
a pier-like handicap access structure
that provides access to this incredible
fishery.
The downstream section of the
Quality Waters offers a variety of
deeper runs and pools, as well as areas
of braided flats. The trout density continues to be high throughout this stretch.
The water temperatures are higher in
this section and, as a result, the insect
life is more diverse. One section has
earned the nickname “Baetis Bend” because of its biotic diversity. The higher
water temperatures also accommodate a
higher density of brown trout among the
rainbows.
As noted, the lower section is floated by drift boats, but that does not mean
there is no wading access here. Ample
access is available from fee-parking
lots on both sides of the river. This
downstream section can fish well and is
less crowded than the upstream section
above Texas Hole.
Not surprisingly, the Quality Water
fishery here draws anglers from far and
near. The number of anglers fishing it
at the same time can be significant any
time of year. I have often fished the river in a winter snowstorm with freezing
temperatures and yet there seemed to be
anglers everywhere. So, even though the
river and the sandstone cliffs through
Volume 28, Number 10
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which it runs present a beautiful picture,
this is not a wilderness experience. On
the other hand, because of the density
of the fish population, even a small pool
or side channel can hold scores of large
trout. It always pays to explore when
you fish here.
Downstream of the Quality Water,
access to the river becomes quite limited. One way to gain access is by staying
at Soaring Eagle Lodge (www.soaringeaglelodge.net), which provides guests
with access to about a mile and one-half
of private water. Soaring Eagle is located about eight miles downstream of the
dam, with access off of State Highway
511. I have not personally fished this
private water but friends report that it is
a worthwhile stretch of river with a good
population of large browns. The lodge
has a fly shop and guide service.
Other lodging and dining options
are available in the small village of
Navajo Dam, located on Highway 173,
which crosses the river downstream of
the Quality Water heading west toward
Aztec, New Mexico. The village is a
dusty gathering of mobile homes, boat
warehouses and fishing-related lodgings
and cafés. Prior to construction of the
dam, a small food market and gas station were started here by Abe Chavez
and his wife. Over the years “Abe’s” has
become synonymous with the San Juan
(www.sanjuanriver.com). In addition
to the market, gas station, and fly shop,
Abe’s offers guide service (under the
label “Born ’n Raised”), as well as lodging in small, unpretentious casitas. Abe’s
also has a café with some New Mexico
specialties such as breakfast burritos and
frito pie.
Another choice for lodging, dining,

and guide services is Fisheads (www.fisheadsofthesanjuan.com), located across
the highway from Abe’s. Some of the
Fisheads rooms have a river view. Another café option is the Sportsman (think
burgers, pizza, and beer), located at the
intersection of Highways 511 and 173.
I should probably point out that all
of the dining and lodging options in the
village area are very “fish-camp” utilitarian. The only real lodging and dining
upgrade in the area is Soaring Eagle
Lodge, mentioned above. However,
even it is not a chic operation. In sum,
the whole atmosphere of the San Juan

is oriented to a single overriding purpose: fishing. A non-angling companion
brought here will likely tire quickly
of the immediate surroundings. Fortunately, there are quite a few attractions
within driving distance. I’ll cover them
in the context of explaining the local
transportation options.
Getting to the San Juan by air is a
bit tricky. Several airlines do serve the
Durango–La Plata County Airport with
direct flights from Denver, Dallas, and
Phoenix (www.durangogov.org. Click
on the “airport” link, then the “airlines”
link). Durango is about 60 miles from

the tailwater. Farmington, some 40 miles
away, has a regional airport served by
Great Lakes Air (www.flygreatlakes.
com). Just be aware that flights from
Denver, Salt Lake City, and Phoenix
require intermediate stops. The nearest
major metropolitan area with good airline connections is Albuquerque, New
Mexico, about a three-hour drive from
the river.
Non-angling companions will find
that the area around the San Juan tailwater is quite rich historically and culturally. There are more than 140,000 registered prehistoric ruins here, including
the Anasazi ruins at Chaco Canyon National Park, Mesa Verde National Park,
Chimney Rock National Monument, and
Aztec National Monument. The ruins at
Aztec, New Mexico, as well as the privately administered Salmon Ruins near
Farmington are within an hour’s drive of
Navajo Dam.
Visitors to the area can vicariously
experience the uniqueness of the Four
Corners area and the culture and history of New Mexico by reading some
of the late Tony Hillerman’s books. His
mystery novels set on the Navajo Reservation (A Thief of Time would be a good
first choice) and his short story collection titled The Great Taos Bank Robbery
capture the uniqueness of New Mexico
and the region.
Finally, the vastness, complexities,
and attractions of the Four Corners region are captured on a single map called
Indian Country, available free to Automobile Club members. It is the map that
Hillerman’s fictional Navajo gumshoes
Leaphorn and Chee rely on to track
down nefarious bad guys. Enjoy!—Bill
Owen.

Briefly Noted
Things to Do . . . Places to Go . . . New Developments
 If you have been thinking about
going to Cuba on a fishing trip (which
is something that a lot of anglers have
been doing of late), and you are a bit
worried about getting ill or injured
while you are there, not to worry.
Global Rescue, the angling commuOctober 2015

nity’s preferred provider of medical
evacuation service is able to provide
its services in that island nation. We
just clarified that as this issue went to
press. As we have mentioned before,
Global Rescue commits to rescuing its
members at point of injury or illness
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worldwide, and its promise includes
transport to home hospital of choice.
You do not have to be hospitalized
to qualify for transport, as is the case
with most other providers.
To be sure, there is a bit of an issue in Cuba with communication. At
Volume 28, Number 10
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last report, satellite phones were still
not allowed in Cuba, so you should not
try to take one there with you. Instead,
make sure your outfitter has a way to
reach Global Rescue. Both Avalon and
Flyfishing The Run, the two principal
fishing companies, tell us they are able
to do that.
So, why is medical evacuation
important in a nation that has plenty
of doctors, many of them well trained?
The cause for concern is the lack of
medicine and medical equipment. If
you get ill or injured in Cuba and need
either, it may not be available. The
best course of action is to get to the
nearest hospital in the United States
for stabilization and then get yourself
transported onward to your home hospital of choice. As for how to obtain
a membership, most fishing agents
are partners with Global Rescue, and
you can buy a membership from them.
Alternately, you can buy it directly
through our response code at: www.
globalrescue.com/anglingreport. The
phone number is 617-459-4200.
 Still on the subject of Cuba, longtime subscribers know we have been
very consistent in our warnings over
the years that Americans cannot legally
go to Cuba as normal tourists. That is
still true as this is written, by the way,
no matter what you hear. More on that
in a moment.
Most of you have believed us over
the years and have refrained from going to Cuba, while others have perhaps
believed us but said they would go
anyway. Still others, I am sure, have
simply not believed us at all, thinking
we were being overly cautious and
“legalistic.”
This latter attitude probably stems
from our reluctance to tell you all we
know for fear of complicating certain
individuals’ plights or creating a brouhaha that would not have been in anyone’s best interest. What good would
it have done to tell you, for example,
about one subscriber’s loss of nearly
$50,000. All this individual did was
collect funds from a group of friends
who wanted to go to Cuba together.
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He was not doing business with Cuba,
but it looked that way to the Treasury
Department, and he very nearly was
charged with a felony. At another
point, we learned that some American
fishermen were wiring funds for trips
to Cuba with false statements attached
as to the purpose of the funds. Ever
hear of the RICO laws that were used
to throw mobsters in jail? Well, wiring
funds under false pretenses violates an
important RICO provision. Apparently,
scores of subscribers to this publication could have gone to jail for that.
And now, get this, we have just
learned that a New York State attorney
has been disbarred for going to Cuba.
No, this did not happen years ago. The
order stripping him of his law license
was signed July 14, 2015. His offense?

hoops, do so across a legal mine field
that can be activated at will. That will
remain the case until the US Congress
lifts the Cuban Trade Embargo. In
the interim, the only completely legal
way we know to go fishing in Cuba
is through an authorized people-topeople program. Every booking agent
in America can sign you up for one of
those at this point.
So, why bring up all this ugly history of problems associated with travel
to Cuba at this point? If one can travel
to Cuba legally to go fishing now, isn’t
this all history. The answer is yes and
no. The answer is no because many
anglers are reportedly misusing humanitarian and other kinds of permits
to go fishing. That’s technically as illegal as all the other things anglers have
done over the years to go fishing there.
The answer is yes because it genuinely appears that no one gives a damn
anymore about illegal travel to Cuba.
It is probably safe to grab any sort of
permit and use it go fishing in Cuba.
Just don’t lie on your customs form
afterward, and don’t use one of those
permits to start flipping houses in Cuba
or buying up vintage automobiles. And
remember, we told you what you are
doing is technically illegal, OK?—Don
Causey.

Here is how it is described in the order
of disbarment: “Respondent’s conviction arose from his submission, on or
about September 13, 2011, of a USCBP Form 6059B on which he falsely
stated that the only country he had
visited while outside the United States
was Mexico, when in fact he had also
traveled to Cuba.”
In fairness, there are extenuating
circumstances in this case that are too
complicated to go into here. The lawyer was not going to Cuba to go fishing, and he wound up in the middle of
an action designed to “squeeze” someone else. Also, there are finer points
of law in New York State that allowed
such drastic consequences to unfold.
Still, the point remains that Americans
who go to Cuba as normal tourists, refusing to jump through the prescribed

 Remember our report on the Mataveni River in Colombia last March?
It was written for us by Honor Roll
subscriber William A. Douglass, who
fished this once renowned peacock
bass river earlier this year with Alex
Zapata of Orinoco Angling (www.
orinocoangling.com), booking agency,
The Fly Shop (www.theflyshop.com).
The Mataveni, which has been effectively closed for many years because
of unrest in the area, was once considered among the best peacock bass rivers in the world.
Douglass’s trip, which was hampered by high water, produced some
20-pound fish, making it apparent that
the Mataveni remains a top place to go
for peacock bass. Since that trip, Zapata has been negotiating for steppedup access to the river. Near press time,
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he said an agreement had been reached
to fish it for two weeks in 2016, less
than he wanted but a step forward that
he thinks will lead to expanded access
in future years. The dates for the two
trips next year are: February 1–8; and
April 1–8. Interested anglers should
get in the touch with The Fly Shop.
The Mataveni trips involve the use
of streamside tents with comfortable
air mattresses and more than adequate
food. The boats used to access the
lagoons are extremely long, canoeshaped metal boats. They work surprisingly well, allowing two fly anglers
to fish comfortably at the same time.
The guides are all Piaroa Indians who
know what they are doing and have
a wonderfully positive attitude. The
logistics of the trip include an internal
flight from Bogota and a longish run
down the Orinoco River, followed by a
longish run up the Mataveni. The boat
trip is interesting and comfortable, if a
bit tedious.
Alex Zapata is a Colombianborn Florida guide who is gaining a
reputation among tarpon anglers in the
Keys and permit anglers in Biscayne
Bay, while also building a network of
contacts in Colombia to fish many rivers other than the Mataveni. He and
The Fly Shop are working together
to bring Colombia back to its earlier
prominence as a peacock bass country.
Anyone who fishes Colombia this year
with Zapata is urged to file a report.
Write: doncausey@anglingreport.com.
Don Causey Note: I fished the Mataveni with Alex Zapata and Mike
Michelak of The Fly Shop earlier this
year myself, and I can personally
vouch for the trip. The streamside tent
camp, as uncomfortable as that might
sound, was not really uncomfortable at
all. The food was more than satisfactory and the boats and guides more
than adequate. I enjoyed the trip a lot
and believe it will appeal to others
whose idea of fun extends to rougherthan-normal outings. My only complaint was the tendency of the guides
to fish the same waters over and over,
which was necessary under the circumstances because fishable lagoons are
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few and far between on the Mataveni.
This year, Zapata tells me, a weeklong
trip will include a change of camp, and
that should eliminate my only reservation about the trip. Enjoy!
 Now, here is something you really
need to be aware of if you travel a lot,
which you probably do as a subscriber
to The Angling Report. Beginning in
January 2016, you will no longer be
able to add pages to your passport by
mailing it to the State Department.
And that’s important because some
countries have strict rules on the number of blank pages you must have in
your passport before entering their
territory.
There are a couple of silver linings

here. First, if your current passport
is almost filled with exit and entry
stamps and it is not about to expire,
you can still order extra pages for it
through the end of this year by submitting a copy of form DS-4085 with your
current passport to the National Passport Processing center, P.O. Box 90106
Philadelphia, PA 19190. You can request one or two packets of 24 blank
pages to be added for the same price.
The cost is $82 and your passport will
be mailed back to you with the added
pages. Alternatively, you can go on and
order a new passport and ask for an
upgraded 52-page passport (instead of
the standard 28-pager) at no additional
cost other than the current $110 passport renewal fee. Expedited Service
is an additional $60. You can start the
process by filling out State Department
form DS-82 and submitting it to the
National Passport Processing Center
at: P.O. Box 90155, Philadelphia, PA
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19190. Be sure you check the box on
the form for the “52 Page Book.” Enclose your most recent passport and
one passport photo.
Unfortunately, there is a chance
your request for the larger passport
will not be honored because of “possible supply limitations,” we have been
told. In that case, you will simply have
to accept a standard 28-page passport
and be prepared to apply for a new one
if you fill it up with stamps, as no new
pages will be issued for current passports after January 1, 2016. Guess this
is what’s called a government caveat....
 That decline in striped bass that we
have been telling you about along the
northeast coast of the United States
is continuing apace, as witness this update sent to us by Brad Burns of Stripers Forever (www.stripersforever.org):
“For the 2015 season the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission
(ASMFC, the regulatory body responsible for managing East Coast striped
bass) has reduced the allowed coastal
catch by about 24 percent and the harvest in the Chesapeake Bay producer
area by 20 percent. This was done in
reaction to a stock assessment that
said the striped bass population was
declining and was likely to decline further because of a continuing trend of
moderate to very poor year classes of
young fish. According to ASMFC this
reduction had only a 50 percent chance
of reversing the population decline.
With all of that in mind, how is the
2015 season going so far, and what is
the prognosis for the future?
“I polled Stripers Forever board
members, a group that includes some
highly experienced fishermen, guides,
outdoor writers, and veterans of many
fishery management boards and advisory groups. The question was,
‘How is the striper fishing going in
your area?’ The responses I received
ranged from Maryland to Maine, but
they were remarkably consistent. In a
few words, the striper fishery can be
summed up as inconsistent at best and
continuing to trend downward.
“Northern New England, north of
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Cape Cod, has a fair number of small
fish. Some folks are regularly catching
small stripers, but it is a faint shadow
of the school bass fishing 10 years
ago. One guide from the North Shore
area above Boston had a couple of
solid days in June on the school bass
he specializes in catching with light
fly rods, but then had tiny catches and
even blank trips the rest of the summer. In Massachusetts waters, a couple
of momentary hot spots excepted, large
stripers have been very hard to come
by. Stripers, though, are a school fish,
and if you happen to be where they
are, you have good fishing. One very
experienced fisherman from Massachusetts reports that what was once a
Cape-wide summer fishery for large
bass has been reduced to one goodsized school showing up here and there
unpredictably, and being pursued frantically by highly mobile, opportunistic
fishermen getting upwards of $6 per
pound! A regular Cape Cod outdoor
writer reported recently that some
commercial permit holders he was
talking to have given up because even
with the high prices they just can’t find
enough fish to make it worthwhile to
go out.
“Fishery managers have placed
much of their hope for the future of
striped bass on the 2011 year class,
which this summer represents fish in
the 18-inch to 24-inch range. Most of
the reports I got were that these fish
are showing in decent numbers here
and there. They are actually said to be
more numerous than the smaller fish,
which is not the way it is supposed to
be. Still, the number of these 2011 fish,
which are supposed to represent one
of the biggest year classes of modern
times, just doesn’t live up to the billing.
“Things aren’t any better down in
Jersey, where one crack, lifetime surf
and boat striper man said this: ‘I fish
from the shore and from my boat in
central New Jersey, and the fact that
I caught one striper over 20 pounds
this year as compared to 125 over 20
pounds in 2011 about sums it up. For
me this was the worst it has been in
October 2015

about 30 years.’
“The brightest report I received is
from a friend in Maryland who also
knows his striper fishing. Admittedly,
my friend works for the Maryland
Department of Natural Resources, but
he tells me that while larger fish are
lacking in the Bay, sub-20-inch stripers (these would come from what are
officially quite small year classes)
are quite numerous. While the charter
boats aren’t happy, the light tackle
anglers are having a ball, he says. He
also said that while there is nothing official yet the young of the year for this
year appears to be looking up.
“So. what does all this mean?
When will this fishery turn around?

The answer is, based on the fish that
are already born, I don’t think it will.
The average young of the year count
in Chesapeake Bay from 1995 through
2005 was 21.06. This was the pinnacle
of the striper boom. The average from
2005 to 2014 dropped to 9.73. That
means that there were only about 40
percent as many young stripers born
during the last decade as the one before. More ominously, during the last
three years that number has been an
average of only 3.52, which is just 15
percent as many. If we are looking at a
declining fishery now, imagine how it
will look when the last of the fish born
during the boom are gone.
“Why are the year classes smaller
now than 15 years ago? No one knows
the answer to that for certain. It could
be the effects of myco, a disease that
affects stripers; of pollution in Chesapeake Bay; the wrong kind of weather;
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or killing too many of the large breeders. Stripers have always been sporadic
in their spawning success, and that
is why nature had these large female
breeders carry so many eggs and live
such long lives. It predisposed them to
spawn many times. This would carry
the striper population’s spawning potential over the naturally occurring
weak reproductive years. We really
don’t understand how important the
size of the spawning stock biomass
is to the potential of striped bass to
produce good year classes. But it certainly seems counter to the biology of
the creature to be directing so much
harvest at these large old breeding fish.
“A more risk-averse approach
would be to not kill any of these big
fish until the population recovers, and
then to kill relatively few, taking the
harvest instead from smaller fish, since
something like 20 percent of these will
die each year of natural causes. This
is exactly the opposite of the way we
have been doing things. It appears that
one way or another we will eventually stop harvesting so many large fish,
simply because there will be so few
left to catch.”
 Continuing subscribers will remember our article in the August
2014 issue about some trout fishing
trips to the Drakensberg Mountains of
South Africa organized by a company
in Cape Town called Navigate Africa (www.navigateafricasafaris.com).
Well, subscriber Richard H. Kasvin
was intrigued enough by the report to
book a trip. Here is what he has to say
about the experience:
“After reading your article, I
thought a trip like the one you described would be a nice added thing to
do on my recent trip to South Africa
with my wife. She enjoys fly fishing
as much as I do. I contacted Roy
Glasspool of Navigate Africa Safaris,
and I found him to be a wonderful
person. He is knowledgeable, not just
about trout fishing possibilities in
South Africa, but also about the 60 to
70 different game reserves throughout
the country and the myriad of lodges
Volume 28, Number 10
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that are within these game reserves. He
also knows Cape Town and the wine
region.
“We spent the night in Johannesburg on arrival, had a good night’s
sleep, and left the next morning for
Durban, which is on the Indian Ocean.
There is a new airport there just north
of the city, practically on the beach. We
rented a car in Durban and drove north
for about two and a half hours to get to
the Drakensberg Mountains area. South
Africa, in my experience, is one of the
only countries in all of Africa where it
is perfectly safe for a tourist to rent a
car and drive about on their own. There
is modern infrastructure there, including great highways with gas stations,
places to stay, etc.
“At any rate, we arrived safely
at our destination, a lovely, four-star,
Luxury Guest House in the small town
of Nottingham Road called Loxley
House. There is a fly shop in Nottingham Road, so if you forgot anything,
you can probably find it there. Leon
Vermeulin, a local fishing guide Roy
Glasspool arranged for us, met us at
Loxley house, and over a few beers
at the bar, mapped out our fly fishing itinerary. We were going to fish
the upper Mooi River and the upper
Bushman’s River, he told us. There is a
place nearby that Leon likes. It’s called
Sterkfontein Dam, and it is great fishing for yellow fish, he told us. My wife
and I wanted only to fish the rivers and
streams for trout, though, so we did not
go.
“The surrounding area is breathtaking. The Drakensberg Mountains
are 10,000 feet in altitude, and they are
nothing short of majestic. The region is
called Kwazulu-Natal, but is referred
to as Zululand by the locals. This is
the home of the Zulus who fought the
Dutch Boers and later the British for
100 years. They are very proud people.
The area is mainly populated by large
farms, cattle ranges, and dairy farms.
Very civilized. We were served up a
great breakfast every morning, and we
took our dinners at night, after fishing, at one of the few but very fine
restaurants in the town of Nottingham
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Road. We spent four nights and three
days fishing before we left for our
next destination, Nambiti Hills Game
Reserve, a short two-hour drive from
Nottingham Road. We stayed at a fivestar lodge there that exceeded our expectations in every way, but was quite
inexpensive.
“Back to fishing. . . . Unfortunately for us, we arrived during a week
in which it had rained hard up in the
mountains the previous five to six
days. Consequently, the rivers were
blown out. Leon, our guide, said he
had not seen the rivers so high since
2002–2003. His backup plan was to
take us to the very tops of the streams
and rivers. Even there, however, the
fishing was tough. After two somewhat

unsuccessful days (just a few browns),
Leon suggested we rent a river for the
day on a very large local dairy farm.
We did that, and the scenery was
breathtaking; but even there, the fishing was tough.
“It was clear that the rivers and
streams had plenty of trout. The problem was one of timing, Leon told us.
The ideal time to fish here is during the
dry season in October and November.
But I am a Chicagoan, and to escape
our nasty winters, we always go on
our Southern Hemisphere trips in late
January or February.
“The upshot is we did not have
good fishing, but we did not really
care because the fly fishing part of our
three-week South African trip was just
an add on. We did not take waders with
us, by the way, because wet-wading is
very pleasant during the warm South
African summer months and because
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we wanted to cut back on weight. We
took only our boots, 3 and 4 wt rods,
plus some flies (Leon told us to bring
Parachute Adams, Golden Ribbed
Hare’s Ear, Black Flashback Nymphs
14 and 16, and Spent Spinners 16 and
18).
“In sum we rate our overall trip a
great success. Where else can you go
to wild game reserves (we went to two
different ones) and view more wild
animals than you can imagine, enjoy
beaches on two different oceans, tour
an incredibly beautiful and sophisticated world-class city like Cape Town
(avoid Johannesburg entirely, however!), spend time in one of the most
beautiful wine-growing regions in the
world, and top all that off with a visit
to Cape National Park at the very tip of
Africa? On top of that, if you go at the
right time of year you can also catch
some trout in the beautiful Drakensberg Mountains. Enjoy!”—Richard H.
Kasvin.
Postscript: Richard gives the cost of
a stay at Loxley House (www.loxleyhouse.com) as $125 a night. Leon’s
guide service cost $200 per day.
 If you are looking for a legacy-type
fly fishing project to put some dollars
into, here is a good one famed fly fishing personality Lefty Kreh endorses.
It’s an effort to produce a documentary
on the life of Joe Brooks, one of the
all-time great fly fishing figures, who
helped popularize and expand the sport
while playing a seminal role in fish
conservation. The documentary will
feature two of Joe Brooks’s nephews,
Michael and Joe Brooks, who will explore the fly fishing pioneer’s legacy
as they visit the fly fishing destinations
that he made famous through his writings, places such as Montana, Argentina, Belize, New Zealand, Australia, Africa, Indonesia, Bermuda, Norway, and
New Guinea. The documentary will
also tell the little-known darker story
of addiction and redemption that characterized Joe Brooks’s life. You can get
more information on the project from
Mike Brooks at: mob@brooksfinancial.
com. Tel 410-218-3770.
Volume 28, Number 10

THE ANGLING REPORT
OUTFITTER CRITIQUES

The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly
This section of The Angling Report is based entirely on subscriber-written Fishing Trip Report Forms. Our policy on these forms is to publish excerpts in the newsletter of Angler Network Forms as received without censorship. Agents, guides, lodge operators, and/or outfitters who disagree with anything said about them in this
section are free to submit a rebuttal. As a subscriber, you can help extend the reach of this program by filing a Fishing Trip Report Form yourself. You should find one
inside this issue of your newsletter. Alternately, you can file a report online by going to our website, www.anglingreport.com, and clicking on “File a Report.” For
details about how to do custom searches for Angler Network Reports on our website, see page 2 of this issue.

 Honor Roll subscriber Tom Gorman has filed another report on a trip
to Rompin, Malaysia, in search of
sailfish on the fly. The entire report
is must reading by anyone headed
that way, and we are making the full
text available in our database soon.
In the meantime, anyone desiring to
access the article can do so at: http://
www.anglingreport.com/current_issue.cfm?id=915
Here is a summary of some of the
more important insights in Gorman’s
article. Make no mistake, Rompin is
clearly a world-class area for sailfish
on the fly. A tip of the hat to Tom
Gorman for sorting this area out:
Location and Lodging: Kuala
Rompin is a town on the southeast
coast of Peninsular Malaysia facing
the South China Sea. It is reachable
by road from the Malaysian capital
of Kuala Lumpur in about three and a
half hours. Coming from the south, it
is a four- to five-hour drive from Singapore, where some charter operators
provide a van service. Rompin is not
spouse friendly at all, Gorman says,
putting it this way: “For all practical
purposes, Rompin is a fishing-only
destination. There is essentially nothing for non-fishing spouses, partners,
or kids to do. There are one or two
run-down resorts, but one of them is
not on the beach and the other one,
though it is on the beach, is a 45-minute drive from the main jetty and center of town. It does not serve alcohol.
Both places are adequate but basic.
What some overseas anglers choose
to do is leave their family in Singapore, which has world-class sightseeing, dining, and shopping, while they
make the drive to Rompin for as many
days of fishing as they want.”
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Charter Operator: Gorman
gives the nod to Dominic Pereira of
Fishzone Sportfishing (www.fishzone.
com.sg) as the go-to operator in the
area. He writes: “If you plan to book
Fishzone, and I do think he is the doyen of fly fishing guides in Rompin,

you’d better book months ahead. Most
would say he’s the only guide there
who not only is personally qualified
but has the support of a skipper and
crew with the skills, timing, and coordination needed for pursuing sailfish on the fly. Full disclosure: I’ve
fished with Dominic four times and
he’s become a good friend, although
I have no commercial interest in his
business. I have also had a close look
at alternatives in Rompin and have
concluded he’s the best by far on fly.”
Best Times to Go: Gorman says
the prime time for sailfish in Rompin
waters is September–October, before
winter winds and higher swells bring
the season to an end. He goes on to
note: “I booked Dominic this year
for a late-September 2015 time slot,
but an unexpected family commitment arose, forcing me to seek an
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earlier slot. We agreed on four days
in mid-August. The fishing was good,
with plenty of sails around, and the
fishing pressure (especially on weekdays) was definitely lighter than in
the September–October period. The
only difference was that on previous
visits during September–October, we
saw sails in mind-boggling numbers
finning on the surface each and every
day. This time, we saw some on the
surface, but not in great numbers.
Apart from the optics, this didn’t impact the fishing. The sails were there
in very good numbers, as were the
anchovies and the terns. My takeaway, based on my experience, as
well as talking with Dominic and others, is that it’s worth thinking about
a Rompin fishing trip in May, June,
July, and August, as well as the traditional prime months of September and
October. Too many anglers are fixated
on September–October, as I used to
be.”
Tackle Recommendations: Gorman says his outfit of choice here is a
Sage Xi2 12 wt and a Hatch Pulse 12
reel with a Rio Outbound Short Tropical Floating line and Hatch backing.
He writes: “We were fishing seven- to
12-inch tube flies with removable
popper heads this year. The gear was
well suited to the job and performed
beautifully. It was my first time fishing the Hatch 12 and it was a workhorse. There is a school of thought
that says a sinking fly and sinking
line are the only way to go for sailfish. That may well be true in some
environments, but experience tells
me it’s just not so in Rompin, a view
strongly echoed by Dominic Pereira.
Give me a floating line or a floating/
intermediate with a short sink tip in
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these waters. Most of the takes here
are fairly subtle, but I had one sail
leap clear out of the water and pounce
down, open mouthed, on my popper.
It was exciting in the extreme, and
the easiest hook-set of the trip. Both
Dominic and the skipper said they’d
never seen that happen before.”
Concluding Comments: Gorman says he caught and released 12
sails on the fly in four days of fishing, with the biggest one estimated at
around 90 pounds. He goes on to note
that he cast to a number of other fish
but simply couldn’t hook them. He
writes: “Setting the hook is by far the
most challenging part of fly fishing
for sails. Once you’ve raised a sail,
it’s not the cast but the hook-set that
requires keen observation, consistent
line control, and tremendous patience
to avoid the knee-jerk tendency to
strip strike as soon as you see the sail
take the fly. Conventional blue-water
trolling often involves long stretches
of sea, sky, and silence, punctuated
by periods of excitement when reels
scream and anglers scramble. What’s
distinctive about fly fishing for sailfish is that when someone shouts
‘Left teaser!’ or ‘Right teaser!’ to
indicate a sail is following the hookless teaser, that’s just the first stage
of excitement. Next, comes the drama
of watching to see whether the teaser
man can successfully lure the sail into
casting distance while at the same
time getting it into predator mode,
lit up, and ready to pounce. Then
comes the call to cast, as the teaser
man yanks the teaser out of the water
and the skipper shifts into neutral.
Typically, the cast is from the aft port
corner across to the starboard side at
about a 45 degree angle. Once it hits
the water, due to the forward momentum of the boat, the fly swings from
outside the starboard wake toward and
then into the white wake water. At any
time during that swing, the take will
occur, followed by a brief but seemingly endless wait before it is time to
strip-strike. Then, and only then, in
the case of a successful hook-set, will
the ‘all-hell-breaks-loose’ excitement
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start. That moment of waiting pits the
Goliath of adrenalin against the David
of patience. If David loses, chances
are the sail is gone.”
 Subscriber Larry Seidler of Ashland, Oregon, has checked in with a
positive report on a tarpon-fishing
trip to Casa Rosa North Lodge this
past May, located in the small town
of Bluefields, Nicaragua (www.
rumbleinthejungle.net). The trip was
handled for him by Fly Water Travel
(www.flywatertravel.com). “The fishing on the Rio Grande was excellent,”
he writes, “and the service from the
lodge owners, Randy and Rosa, was
top notch. This included excellent
guides and food throughout the trip.
The highlight of the trip was catching three tarpon weighing around 100

pounds, and then hooking and jumping two others that weighed upwards
of 180 to 200 pounds. Other species
caught were jack crevalle and snook.
We fished with guide Allan Orlando,
using our own equipment, a 12 wt
Loomis rod and Tibor Gulfstream
reel. The flies we used were 2/0 and
4/0 chartreuse and dark brown flies.
Due to the fact that the location was
an estuary, the quality of fishing varied with the tides. When conditions
were ideal, we could see schools of
tarpon going after pods of mullet or
shrimp.”
Seidler has no complaints about
the trip, but he does feel he was
overcharged on his return flight from
Bluefields to Managua. Going in,
he says he had to buy an extra ticket
because his luggage exceeded the
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30-pound baggage limit. Despite this,
he highly recommends the trip to fellow subscribers.
 Subscriber Terry Donovan was in
Honolulu recently, and he used a free
day on each side of a business obligation to go bonefishing with Captain
Rick Lee of Bonefish Hawaii (http://
bonefishhawaii.com). Here is his report on the experience:
“I just returned Monday from a
meeting in Honolulu. Since I had a
day available both before and after the
meeting I decided to book a couple of
days fishing. I did some research and
booked the trip with Captain Rick Lee
of Bonefish Hawaii. Rick is clearly
one of the best guides I have fished
with. Booking the trip was easy and
all arrangements were seamless. I
brought my own gear, but Rick has
top-of-the-line equipment if you don’t
want to be bothered dragging yours to
Hawaii.
“Based on what I had read, I had
generally low expectations for this
venture. But Rick told me we would
see some bones and likely have multiple shots. We did most of the fishing from the boat, as the water was
a bit deeper than I’ve usually dealt
with when wading. The bottom was
mixed coral and sand, and in lots of
areas there were quite large coral
heads, which can prove problematic
when fighting a big fish. I had heard,
and Rick verified, that the bones here
were quite big and that double-digit
fish were common.
“The first day was cloudy, with
rain and lots of wind. Rick saw every
fish and group of fish well before I
did. I’d like to believe that was only
because he’s a lot taller than I am and
he was on the poling platform, but the
truth is he can really spot fish. He was
also very good at giving me a direction and distance, and I was usually
able to pick them up and get a fly in
the vicinity of the fish. I ended up
landing three fish and lost two to the
coral. Two of the fish I landed were
about nine pounds and the ones we
lost were bigger. Altogether we probVolume 28, Number 10

THE ANGLING REPORT
ably had 10–12 shots at fish, which
was more than I had anticipated.
“The second day started much
nicer than the first, with bright sunshine until noon, when it clouded
over and began to rain. We had good
action in the morning. I landed two
and broke off two, one on coral and
one when I stood on my line as it was
ripping out of the boat on a very big
bone. Again the fish were around nine
pounds. After noon it slowed down
until later in the day when we had
several chances, but the fish appeared
to be very picky.
“Let me make one comment on
the fish. I’ve caught thousands of
bonefish in Christmas Island, Florida,
the Bahamas, Belize, Mexico, St.
Brandon Rocks, and on 11 trips to Alphonse Island Lagoon in Seychelles,
so I’ve had plenty of experience with
this species. I’ve caught doubledigit bones both at Alphonse and St.
Brandon, and I think any bonefish
over six pounds is a trophy and the
bigger the fish the better the fight,
especially the initial run. But these
Hawaiian bonefish fought considerably harder than their counterparts in
the Indian Ocean. The initial run is
blistering and a thrill to experience.
I’m speculating that the colder water

in Honolulu might be responsible for
the difference, but that’s only a guess.
“The fishing turned out to be significantly better than I had hoped for.
We had more shots than I thought we
would have, the water was not as deep
as I had anticipated, and the fish were
usually quite cooperative. It’s not a
trip for everyone, and a basic level of
casting ability is imperative, but most
of my shots were between 20 and 60

feet, so you don’t have to be Lefty
Kreh. On both days we never saw another boat chasing bones. There were
a few local waders, but they were not
a problem for us. I thought that was
amazing, given that we were only a
few minutes from downtown Honolulu.

“Rick Lee is a hell of a guide
and a serious conservationist; he
also has great stories to kill the time
between fish. Other guides are available and some are cheaper, but from
my research and experience I would
go with Rick. Cost of the trip was
$600 per full day, and he does offer half-day charters on request. His
full-day charters include a great lunch
and cold beverages. Rick Lee can be
reached at 808-772-0383 and at www.
bonefishhawaii.com. I can tell you
this for sure: Next time I’m in Hawaii, I’ll make time to go fishing with
Rick.”
 Subscriber W. R. Schlichtemeier
is very pleased with his weeklong stay
at Rainbow King Lodge in Alaska
this past September. “Lots of silvers
(50 each!),” he writes. “Our grayling
day was wonderful! As for rainbows,
we caught lots and lots of them. Some
were over 24 inches.” He says the
weather during his stay was mostly
gorgeous except for one day of wind
and rain. “Hey, it was September in
Alaska. What do you expect?” Schlichtemeier gives the cost of his trip as
$9,000. He warmly recommends the
entire experience to fellow subscribers.
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CUBAN FLY FISHERS

PERMIT FISHING IN BELIZE –DAWN TO DUSK

Your dream just came true...

“More prime permit time on the water than anywhere”

CUBA IS OPEN AT LAST!

Call Don Muelrath at 1-888-347-4896

The new pristine destination for Bonefish, Permit
and Tarpon. Come before everyone comes! We are
the top agency for Fly Fishing in Cuba since 2000
and we will take great care of you. Ask us about
legal visits for US travelers to Cuba.
Contact Information
Mike@cubawelcome.com
www.cubawelcome.com
Offices in UK and Havana
License number ATOL 6547
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E-mail: flyfish@napanet.net
www.flyfishingadventures.org
NEW ZEALAND SPECIALISTS
“There are many different approaches to visiting New
Zealand...and we understand them all! To see examples of different NZ itineraries or see actual day by day
client reports on Belize permit trips, just ask.”
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The Best of New Zealand Fly Fishing
For more than 20 years, we
have specialized exclusively
in New Zealand fishing and
travel. Fly fishing is our central
focus, but we are experts in
many other activities available
in New Zealand. We create
exclusive fishing programs,
as well as sightseeing and
other nature-based activities.
Call for a brochure or visit New

October 2015

Zealand’s most exciting fishing
site.

Anytime
Anywhere

Contact Information
MikeMcClelland
Tel.: 800-528-6129
E-mail: info@BestofNZ.net
www.BestofNZflyfishing.com

Tel.: 800-381-9754 / 617-459-4200
www.GlobalRescue.com/AnglingReport
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Fly Fish for Redfish
Year-Round

FLY FISH
NEW ZEALAND

Native New Orleans
Fly Fishing!

Specializing in fly fishing,
catch and release. Accommodations for up
to eight guests.

Award winning, ORVIS Endorsed, Stonefly Lodge in the South Island is located in the heart of brown trout heaven!
4WD to dozens of wild crystal clear rivers or heli-fish to pristine remote backcountry streams with our expert guides.

Louisiana’s rich waterways provide the
perfect environment for enormous
redfish, black drum, sheepshead and
jack crevalle.

Six flats boats running.
• Capt. Gregg Arnold •
• 504-237-6742 •
• www.Laredfish.com •

info@stoneflylodge.co.nz
www.stoneflylodge.co.nz

• Captain Kenny Ensminger •
• Tel: 504-427-8396 •
• E-mail: kje24@live.com •
• www.nativeneworleansflyfishing.
com •

Fourth-generation guides. Thirty-six years in business
in Alaska and 23 years in Kamchatka, Russia. Rafting
and Fishing — Wild and Scenic Rivers.
Ouzel Expeditions Incorporated
Paul and Sharon Allred
P.O. Box 935, Girdwood, AK 99587
800-825-8196, www.ouzel.com,
E-mail: paul@ouzelexpeditions.com
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